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Program Summary:
The Three Cheers for California TK! program include the following: Teacher Guide, (TG), Program Guide (PG), Literacy Implementation Planning Guide (LIP), Emergent Writing Guide (EWG), Assessment Guide (AG), Professional Learning Guide (PLG), and Realize Digital Platform (RDP).
Recommendation:
Three Cheers for California TK! is recommended for adoption for transitional kindergarten (TK) because the instructional materials include content as specified in the California Preschool/Transitional Kindergarten Learning Foundations (PTKLF) and meets the rest of the criteria in category 1 and shows strengths in categories 2–5.
What is an Exemplar?
Exemplar citations model excellence in the category and illustrate a comprehensive alignment with––or in some cases beyond––a given criterion statement. The list of exemplars may not be exhaustive of the entire program.
Criteria Category 1: ELA/ELD Content/Alignment with Foundations 
The program supports teaching to the PTKLF for Transitional Kindergarten in alignment with the evaluation criteria categories of the English Language Arts/English Language Development Framework and content of the PTKLF The program meets all the evaluation criteria in category 1. The following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 1.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations 
	Foundations

	1.1
	TK
	TG, Theme 3, p. 9
	LS1.1, LS1.2, FLS2.1, FLS2.2, FLS2.4, W.4.2

	1.9c
	TK
	PG, pp. 33–34
	Play-based learning and playful learning defined, Centers, Open-ended questions

	1.9e
	TK
	TG, Theme 6, p. 70
	Identify conventional features, retell the story, identify events, what comes first

	1.15
	TK
	TG, Theme 3, p. 8
	Picture cards, phonological awareness, alphabet cards

	1.2b
	TK
	PG, pp.48–49
TG, Theme 1, p. xxii
TG, Theme 3, p. xxii
TG, Theme 6, p. xxii
	Playful moments with the program character (Javi) to develop language, Supported planning for centers, Back and forth conversations


This program provides clear guidance for teachers in detailed lessons that support instruction in vocabulary, phonological awareness and alphabetic knowledge. It demonstrates a strength in play-based learning through playful centers that include guidance for oral langauge development. There is sufficient literary exposure through narrative and informational text.
Criteria Category 2: Program Organization
The organization and features of the instructional materials support instruction and learning of the standards. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 2.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	2.6
	TK
	TG, Theme 2, p. 62
	Cross PTKLF Domain instruction

	2.12a
	TK
	TG, Theme 1. p. 25
	Checks for Understanding, observational checklists

	2.12b
	TK
	Emergent Writing Guide (EWG), Theme 1. p. 1
PLG, Small group and Centergize, p. 35
	Balance of direct teaching and playful child- directed experiences

	2.15
	TK
	TG, Program Components, Theme 1 pp. vi–vii
	Vocabulary cards, alphabet cards, differentiated support, emergent writer guide


The program demonstrates a clear strength in organization allowing for teachers to address all PTKLF standards. The program addresses both teacher directed instruction and play-based child-directed learning with depth and clarity. The program is organized to support rich language development. The program contains significant supports for teachers to address the diverse needs of students in their classrooms.
Criteria Category 3: Assessment
The instructional materials contain strategies and tools for continually assessing student understanding and opportunities for new learning. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 3.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	3.1c
	TK
	AG, p. 108
	Progress monitoring recording form

	3.2
	TK
	RDP, SCOUT
	SCOUT is the digital observational assessment tool, student portfolios

	3.5
	TK
	AG, p. 198
	Self-Evaluation Checklist

	3.6
	TK
	AG, pp. 12–47
	Checklists


This program contains various assessment tools for formative and summative assessment. It demonstrates a clear strength in the tools for communicating student progress to families. Progress is captured and communicated using the digital observational assessment tool (SCOUT).
Criteria Category 4: Access and Equity
[bookmark: _Hlk183526810]Program resources incorporate recognized principles, concepts, and research-based strategies to meet the needs of all students and provide equal access to learning through lessons that are relevant to the students. Instructional resources include suggestions for teachers on how to differentiate instruction to meet the needs of all students. Instructional resources provide guidance to support students who are English learners, at-promise, advanced learners, and students with learning disabilities. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 4.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	4.2
	TK
	TG, Differentiated Support: Extra Support, Theme 1, p. 13
	Lessons provide extra support for students needing visual and auditory support as well as support for English Learners.

	4.3a
	TK
	PLG, pp. 59–77
	Guidance for teachers on differentiation strategies for mastering linguistic and cognitive skills for engaging in academic tasks.

	4.6
	TK
	AG, Finding My Strengths: Instruction, p. 203
	Teacher self-evaluation, all children demonstrate mastery

	4.7
	TK
	PG, Materials that Reinforce and Extend, p. 48
	Extension of whole group emergent writing, "Make It Harder"


The program provides clear support for teachers to provide equitable access and support for a variety of learners within both the teacher's guide and ancillary material.  Sidebars with tips for differentiated support for students with disabilities are also found throughout the program. Teachers are provided self-reflection tools as well as strategies to support advanced students.
Criteria Category 5: Instructional Planning and Support
[bookmark: _Hlk183527834]The instructional materials contain a clear road map to assist teachers when planning instruction for the specific needs and context of their students. The instructional resources support Universal Design for Learning and culturally and linguistically responsive instruction to improve and optimize teaching and make learning more equitable. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 5.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	5.2
	TK
	TG, Theme 1, pp. 17, 117
	If/Then, models using sentence frames

	5.6
	TK
	TG, Theme 5, p. 9
	Concept Vocabulary and Academic Vocabulary

	5.17
	TK
	TG, Connect, Theme 6, p. 16
	Framework to facilitate conversations

	5.23
	TK
	TG, Theme 1, p. C-188, C-189
	Practice for all in listening centers
Model/practice book handling behaviors

	5.27
	TK
	TG, Theme 1, pp. 101, 117, 125, 147, 155 (Check for understanding)
	Guidance to track students' understanding


Three Cheers provides a clear structure for facilitating academic conversations. The program's structure is adaptable to different contexts. Teacher prompts are provided for checking for understanding to support concept and academic vocabulary.
Visit the Learning Resources Display Centers web page to find a location near you to review the materials.
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