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Program Summary:
The Three Cheers for California Transitional Kindergarten!, Uno, dos, tres ¡Kindergarten de transición de California! program includes the following: Teacher Guide (TG) Program Guide (PG), Literacy Implementation Planning Guide (LIP), Emergent Writing Guide (EWG), Assessment Guide (AG), Professional Learning Guide (PLG), Spanish (SP)Teacher Guide (SP TG), Program Guide (SP PG), Literacy Implementation Planning Guide (SP LIP),  Emergent Writing Guide (SP EWG), Assessment Guide (SP AG),  Professional Learning Guide (SP PLG).
Recommendation:
The Three Cheers for California Transitional Kindergarten!, Uno, dos, tres ¡Kindergarten de transición de California!, TK is recommended for adoption in transitional kindergarten (TK) because the instructional materials support teaching to the specified Foundational Language Development and English Language Development Subdomains of the California Preschool/Transitional Kindergarten Learning Foundations (PTKLF) and meets the rest of the criteria in category 1 and shows strengths in categories 2–5.
What is an Exemplar?
Exemplar citations model excellence in the category and illustrate a comprehensive alignment with––or in some cases beyond––a given criterion statement. The list of exemplars may not be exhaustive of the entire program.
Criteria Category 1: ELA/ELD Content/Alignment with Standards
The program supports teaching to the PTKLF Foundations for TK in alignment with the evaluation criteria of the English Language Arts/English Language Development Framework and the content of the PTKLF. The program meets all the evaluation criteria in category 1. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 1.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations 
	Foundations

	1.1
	TK
	TG; Theme 4; Grow Strong!; Reread p. 24
	TK.LS.1.5, TK.LS.1.8, TK.R.3.1

	1.1
	TK
	TG; Theme 9; Literacy; Small Group p. 148
	TK.FLS.2.4, TK.FLS.2.6

	1.1
	TK
	TG; Theme 2; Marisol McDonald Doesn’t Match p.162
	TK.R.3.1, TK.LS.1.1, TK.LS.1.2, TK.R.3.2

	1.2
	TK
	TG; Theme 2; Literacy Circle p. ELD 216
	ELD.LS.1.9
Discovering

	1.2
	TK
	TG; Theme 2; Literacy Circle p. ELD 214
	ELD.LS.1.9 Developing

	1.2
	TK
	TG; Theme 2; Story Time p. ELD 209
	ELD.LS.1.9
Broadening

	1.2
	TK
	TG; Theme 1; Story Time p. ELD 212
	ELD.R.3.1
Discovering

	1.2
	TK
	TG; Theme 1; Story Time p. ELD 212
	ELD.R.3.1
Developing

	1.2
	TK
	TG; Theme 1; Story Time p. ELD 212
	ELD.R.3.1
Broadening

	1.4
	TK
	SP PG; Fundamentos del aprendizaje: Desarrollo del lenguaje y la lectoescritura pp. 62–68
	Desarrollo del lenguaje y la lectoescritura

	1.6
	TK
	PG; Developing Emergent Literacy with a Variety of Text pp. 29–32
	Text lists

	1.8b
	TK
	SP PG; Vistazo a los temas pp. 27–28
	Theme text lists


The exemplars demonstrate alignment with the CA PTKLF and support biliteracy through intentional language and literacy instruction in both English and Spanish. Authentic, age-appropriate literary and informational texts honor students’ linguistic and cultural backgrounds while representing diverse cultures, genres, and languages. The program systematically builds knowledge, vocabulary, and literacy skills through a coherent, evidence-based curriculum.
Criteria Category 2: Program Organization
The organization and features of the instructional materials support instruction and learning of the standards. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 2.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	2.4
	TK
	TG; Theme 1; ELD Development pp. ELD 205–ELD 216
	English Language Development

	2.5
	TK
	SP PLG; Tabla de análisis contrastivo pp. 57–73
	Tabla De Análisis Contrastivo

	2.12b
	TK
	LIP; Play-based Instruction p. 74
	Play-based Learning in Three Cheers for California TK

	2.12g
	TK
	TG; Theme 1; Engage in Conversations;  pp. 133, 179
	Speaking and Conversation


The exemplars indicate that the program provides explicit guidance for implementing biliteracy instruction through integrated ELA/ELD practices with careful attention to cross-linguistic transfer. Guidance for modification, direct instruction, playful, child-directed learning experiences, and collaborative conversations aids teachers in creating engaging, language-rich environments that leverage students’ linguistic resources and support development in both languages.
Criteria Category 3: Assessment
The instructional materials contain strategies and tools for continually assessing student understanding and opportunities for new learning. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 3.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	3.1a
	TK
	AG; Assessment in the Pre-K Classroom pp. 1–3
	Three Cheers for Pre-K Assessment Program

	3.1c
	TK
	AG; Portfolio Pages Overview; Purpose p. 173
	Purpose

	3.6
	TK
	AG: Assessment Guide
	The Assessment Guide


The exemplars demonstrate that the program includes a comprehensive assessment approach that values multiple ways for students to demonstrate learning and progress over various durations of time. Tools for collecting, analyzing, and sharing data support teachers in making informed instructional decisions and communicating growth with families and students. Materials are tailored to ensure biliteracy development is monitored and supported for every student.
Criteria Category 4: Access and Equity
[bookmark: _Hlk183526810]Program resources incorporate recognized principles, concepts, and research-based strategies to meet the needs of all students and provide equal access to learning through lessons that are relevant to the students. Instructional resources include suggestions for teachers on how to differentiate instruction to meet the needs of all students. Instructional resources provide guidance to support students who are English learners, at-promise, advanced learners, and students with learning disabilities. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 4.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	4.3b
	TK
	PG; Materials that Reinforce and Extend p. 48
	Materials that Reinforce and Extend

	4.3d
	TK
	TG; Differentiated Support; Extra Support; Theme 7 p. 8
	Differentiated Support, Check for Understanding

	4.7
	TK
	EWG Make It Harder p. 60
	Differentiated Support: Make it Harder


The exemplars highlight the program’s support for diverse learners through embedded differentiation and targeted instruction. Comprehensive guidance helps teachers adapt lessons for students with identified special needs, those performing below subdomains, multilingual learners, and advanced students. The aligned Teacher Guide and student materials enable teachers to adapt the content while maintaining high expectations and promoting biliteracy development for all learners.
Criteria Category 5: Instructional Planning and Support
[bookmark: _Hlk183527834]The instructional materials contain a clear road map to assist teachers when planning instruction for the specific needs and context of their students. The instructional resources support Universal Design for Learning and culturally and linguistically responsive instruction to improve and optimize teaching and make learning more equitable. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 5.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	5.2
	TK
	TG Theme 1; Check for Understanding p. 117
	Check for Understanding: If…then…

	5.4
	TK
	SP TG; Theme 4; Apoyo para los estudiantes bilingües - Hacer conexiones entre las lenguas p. 110
	Hacer conexiones entre las lenguas

	5.12
	TK
	TG; Theme 1 p. xiii
	Family Engagement

	5.25
	TK
	SP PLG; Análisis contrastivo pp. 57–73
	Análisis contrastivo


The exemplars demonstrate that the program provides teachers with tools to support effective biliteracy instruction. Guidance for checking understanding, adjusting instruction, integrating ELD with home language supports, and leveraging cross-linguistic transfer helps teachers respond to student needs, and allows students to leverage the language and literacy skills they already possess. Family reading resources further extend learning and strengthen partnerships that support biliteracy.
Visit the Learning Resources Display Centers web page to find a location near you to review the materials.
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