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	The Great First Eight Curriculum Basic ELA TK
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Program Summary:
The Great First Eight Curriculum Basic ELA TK digital program includes the following: Teacher Edition/Teacher-Facing (TE), Professional Learning (PL), Leadership and Coaching (L&C) Zone.
Recommendation:
The Great First Eight Curriculum Basic ELA TK is recommended for adoption for transitional kindergarten (TK) because the instructional materials include content as specified in the Language and Literacy Domain of the California Preschool/Transitional Kindergarten Learning Foundations (PTKLF) and meets the rest of the criteria in category 1 and shows strengths in categories 2–5.
What is an Exemplar?
Exemplar citations model excellence in the category and illustrate a comprehensive alignment with––or in some cases beyond––a given criterion statement. The list of exemplars may not be exhaustive of the entire program.
Criteria Category 1: ELA/ELD Content/Alignment with Foundations
[bookmark: _Hlk183590677]The program supports teaching to the PTKLF for Transitional Kindergarten in alignment with the evaluation criteria categories of the English Language Arts/English Language Development Framework and content of the PTKLF The program meets all the evaluation criteria in category 1. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 1. The following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 1.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations 
	Foundations

	1.1
	TK
	Digital Curriculum: TE, Unit 7, Read Aloud, Day 19 (After Reading step 2)
	TK.LS1.2, TK.LS1.4, TK.R3.2, TK.R3.3
Wide reading, explicit vocabulary instruction, oral language opportunities

	1.3
	TK
	Digital Curriculum: TE, Unit 8, Community Gathering, Day 5
	TK.LS.1.2, TK.LS1.3, TK.LS1.4
Explicit vocabulary instruction through "POWords" routine

	1.9c
	TK
	Digital Curriculum: TE, Unit 8, Centers Prompts
	TK.LS1.1, TK.LS1.5, TK.LS1.7
Centers build on explicit teaching, teacher prompts for supporting language development. intentional play through centers

	1.14
	TK
	Digital Curriculum: TE, Visual Daily Schedule
	TK.FLS2.6, TK.LS1.1, TK.FLS2.7
Recipe cards, visual daily schedule, center labels

	1.16
	TK
	Digital Curriculum: TE, Unit 8, Meet with the Teacher, Days 4–5
	TK.W4.2, TK.W4.4, TK.W4.5
Modeling and guided practice of drawing


The program provides guidance for instructing on the PTKLF. It is guided by the most up to date research on listening, speaking, vocabulary development, and writing instruction through play-based learning. Oral language development is supported through intentional implementation of playful learning opportunities (both teacher led and student-driven play).
Criteria Category 2: Program Organization
The organization and features of the instructional materials support instruction and learning of the standards. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 2.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	2.2
	TK
	Digital Curriculum: TE, CA PTKLF Language and Literacy Development (LLD) & Great First Eight (GF8) Learning Outcomes Scope and Sequence Alignment
	Digital cross-scope and sequence aligned to CA PTKLF

	2.9
	TK
	Digital Curriculum: TE, Word Wonders Part 1, slides 53–56
	Teacher professional development

	2.12b
	TK
	Digital Curriculum: TE, Unit 2, Community Gathering, Day 1
	Word wonders, POW words, Read Alouds

	2.12b
	TK
	Digital Curriculum: TE, Unit 6, Centers (Puzzles & Games, see rhyming puzzles), Days 6–10
	Centers

	2.12g
	TK
	Digital Curriculum: TE, Unit 5, Centers Prompts
	Teacher prompts for centers

	2.14
	TK
	Digital Curriculum: TE, CA PTKLF LLD & GF8 Learning Outcomes Scope and Sequence Alignment
	Digital version cross-unit resources


The program is clearly organized allowing teachers to address all PTKLF standards. The scope and sequence is systematically structured supporting both teacher and student-directed learning. The program is organized to support rich language development. Teachers are provided with significant guidance through learning modules that are immediately applicable and directly applied to student learning. Local educational agencies may want to consider that teaching materials are digital.
Criteria Category 3: Assessment
The instructional materials contain strategies and tools for continually assessing student understanding and opportunities for new learning. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 3.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	3.1a
	TK
	Digital Curriculum: TE, Unit 1, Portfolio Experience Guide
	Digital student portfolio

	3.1a
	TK
	Digital Curriculum: TE, Unit 7, Math Marvels, Day 12, Support and Extend Boxes
	Extend or offer additional support

	3.1c
	TK
	Digital Curriculum: TE, Conferences 1
	Parent teacher conference sheets

	3.4
	TK
	Digital Curriculum: Guided Observations, TE, Seeing Strengths PreK–3 and PreK–4/TK
	Observational assessment


A highlight of the program includes a strong observational assessment tool aligned to the Desired Results Developmental Profile for teachers to guide their instruction toward benchmark accomplishments. It offers other assessment tools like student portfolios and digital direct assessments (Amira Adventures) that are developmentally appropriate. It also allows teachers to adapt lessons based on observations that encourage them to extend lessons or offer additional support.
Criteria Category 4: Access and Equity
[bookmark: _Hlk183526810]Program resources incorporate recognized principles, concepts, and research-based strategies to meet the needs of all students and provide equal access to learning through lessons that are relevant to the students. Instructional resources include suggestions for teachers on how to differentiate instruction to meet the needs of all students. Instructional resources provide guidance to support students who are English learners, at-promise, advanced learners, and students with learning disabilities. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 4.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	4.2
	TK
	Digital Curriculum: TE, A Strengths-Based Perspective for Supporting Children with Various Needs and Disabilities
	Students with Disabilities adaptations

	4.3a
	TK
	Digital Curriculum: TE, Unit 8, Unit Overview
	Retelling, scaffolding

	4.3b
	TK
	Digital Curriculum: TE, Additional Meet with the Teacher, Unit 2, Vocabulary, (see Tip Box)
	Vocabulary picture cards

	4.3c
	TK
	Digital Curriculum: TE, Additional Meet with the Teacher Lessons Implementation Guidance
	"If...then..." chart, student strengths


This program provides structures that consistently remind the educator to hold a strengths-based approach with students. One tool provided is a continuum of skill development. The TE lists various accommodations and adaptions for a variety of learners. Skills are repeatedly reviewed and addressed across units intentionally and specifically. The material supports the teacher to lead preview/review lessons with various scaffolds and the continuum of skill development.
Criteria Category 5: Instructional Planning and Support
[bookmark: _Hlk183527834]The instructional materials contain a clear road map to assist teachers when planning instruction for the specific needs and context of their students. The instructional resources support Universal Design for Learning and culturally and linguistically responsive instruction to improve and optimize teaching and make learning more equitable. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 5.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	5.6
	TK
	Digital Curriculum: TE, Lesson Plan Walkthrough professional learning module
	Consistent structure

	5.7
	TK
	Digital Curriculum: TE, Unit 3, Word Wonders, Day 7
	Explicit guidance

	5.10
	TK
	Digital Curriculum: TE, Unit 2, Read aloud, Day 8
	Complete background information of reading selections

	5.16
	TK
	Digital Curriculum: TE, Teaching Time Unit Intro for Families
	Bi-directional and text/recorded messages for families


A consistent structure guides teachers to navigate and implement instructional strategies. The program provides explicit and clearly identifiable learning, language, and instructional objectives. Reading selections include background information about content and context. Communication with families is bi-directional and includes videos and editable text messages.
Visit the Learning Resources Display Centers web page to find a location near you to review the materials.
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