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	Publisher/Developer
	Program
	Program Type/Grade Level(s)

	ThinkCERCA
	ThinkCERCA Core ELAR for Grades 6–8
	Program Type 2, Grades 6–8


Program Summary:
The ThinkCERCA Core ELAR for Grades 6–8 program includes the following: Online Platform (OP), Teacher Guide (TG): Volume 1 and 2; Student Guide (SG) Volume 1 and 2, Slide Deck Complexity and Scaffolds.
Recommendation:
ThinkCERCA Core ELAR for Grades 6–8 is recommended for adoption for grade six through eight because the instructional materials include content as specified in the California Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects (CA CCSS ELA/Literacy), the California English Language Development Standards (CA ELD Standards), and meets the rest of the criteria in category 1 and shows strengths in categories 2–5.
What is an Exemplar?
Exemplar citations model excellence in the category and illustrate a comprehensive alignment with––or in some cases beyond––a given criterion statement. The list of exemplars may not be exhaustive of the entire program.
Criteria Category 1: ELA/ELD Content/Alignment with Standards
[bookmark: _Hlk183526710][bookmark: _Hlk183590677]The program supports teaching to the CA CCSS ELA/Literacy and the CA ELD Standards for the intended grade level(s) in alignment with the English Language Arts/English Language Development Framework. The program meets all the evaluation criteria in category 1. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 1.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Standards

	1.1
	6
	TG; Unit (U) 1; Module (M) 1 pp. 94–115
	RL.6.1, W.6.2, L.6.4

	1.1
	7
	TG; U4; M1 pp. 16–27
	RI.7.4, W.7.2, L.7.4

	1.1
	8
	TG; U7; M5, pp. 1342–57
	SL.8.1,6, L8.3,6

	1.2
	6
	OP; U1; M1; CA English Learner Guide pp. 43–45
	ELD.PII.6.6.Em, Exp, Br

	1.2
	7
	OP; U4; M7; CA English Learner Guide pp. 18–20
	ELD.PI.7.9.Em, Exp, Br

	1.2
	8
	OP; U5; M6; CA English Learner Guide pp. 13–15
	ELD.PI.8.10b.Em, Exp, Br

	1.16
	8
	OP; TG Skills Lesson; Narrative; Organizing Narrative Writing Preview
	NA

	1.17
	7
	OP; TG; U2; M7; Lesson Reading and Writing
	NA

	1.20
	8
	OP; M6; SG pp. 1–9
	NA


The program demonstrates a clear strength with integration of reading and writing tasks throughout the units. It provides clear guidance in how to participate in various collaborative opportunities. Local educational agencies (LEAs) might want to note that some of the slide deck resources span 6–8 but are not grade specific. Although the materials address ELA standards, guidance for Integrated and Designated ELD may require further review by LEAs.
Criteria Category 2: Program Organization
The organization and features of the instructional materials support instruction and learning of the standards. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 2.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	2.1
	7
	TG pp. 24–25 and 60–64
	A year-at-a-glance overview with suggested number of days for each unit are provided, and suggested times are provided per lesson/session within a module.

	2.10
	6–8
	OP; Slide Deck Complexity and Scaffolds
	Teacher Resource provide a rationale and overview of spiraling complexity within and across units.

	2.11
	8
	SG; U2; M1; Direct Instruction "Introductions in Arguments"
	All direct instructions follow the same format, providing overview of lesson, lesson, examples in context, and purpose.

	2.12g
	6
	TG; U4; M1 pp. 657–75
	Directions are provided for students to work individually, in pairs, and in small groups throughout a unit.


The program provides clear guidance for pacing, for grades 6–8, by providing a year-long overview and recommended pacing for units, modules, and lessons/sessions. LEAs may wish to consider the program's reliance on the online platform for delivery of direct instruction and multilingual learner support. LEAs may need to consider the teacher's need to become familiar with the platform's navigation to use the program with ease.
Criteria Category 3: Assessment
The instructional materials contain strategies and tools for continually assessing student understanding and opportunities for new learning. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 3.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	3.1b
	6–8
	OP; CA Assessments Overview, Slide 2
	Reference to beginning, middle, and end-of-year reading and writing assessments

	3.2
	6–8
	OP; CA Assessments Overview, Slide 30
	Guidance on assessment accommodations

	3.5
	6
	TG; U1; M8 pp. 228–37
	Unit Reading Assessment and Reflection

	3.6
	8
	TG; U1 pp. 76–77
	Unit Assessment Blueprint


The program provides clear guidance for universal screening through beginning, middle, and end-of-year assessments. The program addresses both formative and summative assessment through embedded comprehension checks, unit assessments, and guidance for using student data to inform instruction. The program provides opportunities for student goal setting and reflection following assessments. LEAs may wish to examine the reliance of AI to support scoring and instructional next steps post assessment.
Criteria Category 4: Access and Equity
[bookmark: _Hlk183526810]Program resources incorporate recognized principles, concepts, and research-based strategies to meet the needs of all students and provide equal access to learning through lessons that are relevant to the students. Instructional resources include suggestions for teachers on how to differentiate instruction to meet the needs of all students. Instructional resources provide guidance to support students who are English learners, at-promise, advanced learners, and students with learning disabilities. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 4.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	4.1
	6–8
	OP; Grades 3–12: Personalized Growth Planning and Revision Strategies Toolkit Slide Deck, Slide 10
	Personalized Benchmark Growth Planning Tool

	4.2
	6–8
	OP; Supports for All California Students, Slide 7
	Materials support students from special populations in the Learner Guides

	4.3a
	6–8
	OP; Grades 6–12: Foundational Reading and Linguistics
	Individualized foundational skill support

	4.3b
	6–8
	OP; Complexity and Scaffolds Slide Deck, Slides 15–19
	Progression Scaffold Support model


The program demonstrates a clear strength in providing instruction using Universal Access through multiple modalities such as direct instruction, online support, and personalized learning paths. The program addresses personalized learning based on students' needs aligned to CCSS and ELD standards. LEAs may wish to examine identification and alignment of the ELD standards on each lesson or the module planning tool of the TGs.
Criteria Category 5: Instructional Planning and Support
[bookmark: _Hlk183527834]The instructional materials contain a clear road map to assist teachers when planning instruction for the specific needs and context of their students. The instructional resources support Universal Design for Learning and culturally and linguistically responsive instruction to improve and optimize teaching and make learning more equitable. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 5.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	5.5
	6
	OP; Core Curriculum; Student Centered Learning Guide pp. 25–36
	Teacher materials highlight potential connections to other content areas, such as history, science, and social studies.

	5.10
	7
	OP; Core Curriculum; U5; English Learner Guide; M1; Slide Deck
	Learner Guides provide background information about each reading section.

	5.15
	7
	OP; Writing Across Curriculum; Crime Prevention; Real-life Superheroes Fight Injustice with Flair Lesson; Lesson Supports; TG; Slide Deck
	Teacher materials cross-reference the standards covered and provide an estimate of instructional time.

	5.20
	8
	OP; Writing Across Curriculum; Disease Networks; Excerpt from "How to Stop a Zombie Apocalypse – With Science" Lesson; Lesson Supports; TG; Slide Deck
	Materials support whole-group, flexible small group, and individual instruction strategies that promote student responsibility.


The program supports instructional planning through teacher guidance that identifies cross-curricular connections, provides background information for texts, and cross-references standards with instructional pacing. The program provides consistent routines and procedures. LEAs may wish to determine which cross-curricular components best align with writing in other content areas.
Visit the Learning Resources Display Centers web page to find a location near you to review the materials.
Edits and Corrections:
The following edits and corrections must be made as a condition of adoption:
	#
	Grade level
	Component
	Page Number or Online Hierarchy
	Current text
	Proposed corrected text
	Reason for edit

	1
	8
	English Learner Guide
	U5, M6, pp. 20–22
	Task: Compare text to multimedia...
Standard: PI.8.6c: Use knowledge of morphology...to determine word meanings.
	The correct standard for the task.
	There is misalignment between the task and the ELD standard cited.

	2
	7
	English Learner Guide
	U4, M1, pp. 24–26
	The task is Build Your Vocabulary. Standard PI.7.12b: Use knowledge of morphology to…
	The correct standard for the task.
	There is misalignment between the task and the ELD standard cited.

	3
	7
	English Learner Guide
	U2, M1, pp. 21–23
	The task is Build Your Vocabulary. Standard PI.7.12b: Use knowledge of morphology to…
	The correct standard for the task.
	There is misalignment between the task and the ELD standard cited.

	4
	6
	English Learner Guide
	U2, M2, p. 40
	“Sharpen Your Sentence” states the standard PI.6.12 Em(b) Use knowledge of morphology to…
	The correct standard for the task.
	There is misalignment between the task and the ELD standard cited.
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