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	Writing Across the Curriculum
	Program Type 1, Writing Domain, Grades 3–8


Program Summary:
The Writing Across the Curriculum program type 1 includes the following: Online Platform (OP), CA ThinkCERCA 6–8 Core Curriculum for ELA/Literacy Text Selections and Narratives Spreadsheet
Recommendation:
Writing Across the Curriculum is recommended for adoption for grades 3–8 because the instructional materials include content as specified in the California Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects (CA CCSS ELA/Literacy), and meets the rest of the criteria in category 1 and shows strengths in categories 2–5.
What is an Exemplar?
Exemplar citations model excellence in the category and illustrate a comprehensive alignment with––or in some cases beyond––a given criterion statement. The list of exemplars may not be exhaustive of the entire program.
Criteria Category 1: ELA/Alignment with Standards
[bookmark: _Hlk183590677]The program supports teaching to the CA CCSS ELA/Literacy for the intended grade level(s) in alignment with the English Language Arts/English Language Development Framework. The program meets all the evaluation criteria in category 1. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 1.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations 
	Standards

	1.1
	3
	OP: Courses; 3rd Grade; Unit 2; Module 5; Lesson—Transition and Linking Words
	W.3.1c

	1.1
	3
	OP: Courses; 3rd Grade; Unit 3; Module 3; Lesson—Conclusions in Informative Writing 
	W.3.2d

	1.1
	4
	OP: Courses; 4th Grade; Unit 2; Module 3; Lesson—Supporting Opinions with Reasons
	W.4.1b 

	1.1
	4
	OP: Courses; 4th Grade; Unit 3; Module 1; Lessons—Introductions and Organization in Informational Writing and Developing an Effective Paragraph
	W.4.2a

	1.1
	5
	OP: Courses; 5th Grade; Unit 2; Module 2; Lesson—Introductions in Opinion Pieces
	W.5.1a

	1.1
	5
	OP: Courses; 5th Grade; Unit 3; Module 1; Lesson—Introductions and Organization in Informative Writing
	W.5.2a

	1.1
	5
	OP: Courses; 5th Grade; Unit 1; Module 4; Lesson—Dialogue in Narrative Writing
	W.5.3a

	1.1
	6
	OP: Courses; 6th Grade; Unit 5; Module 2; Lesson—Developing Ideas in Informative Writing 
	W.6.2, W.6.2b, W.6.4, W.6.5, W.6.9, W.6.10

	1.1
	7
	OP: Courses; 7th Grade; Unit 1; Module 0; Lesson—Supporting Claims with Evidence
	W.7.1, W.7.1b, W.7.1a, W.7.3, W.7.5, W.7.10

	1.1
	8
	OP: Courses; 8th Grade; Unit 2; Module 6; Lesson—Characteristics of Formal Style
	W.8.1, W.8.3, W.8.7, W.8.9

	1.7
	7
	CA ThinkCERCA 6–8 Core Curriculum for ELA/Literacy Text Selections and Narratives Spreadsheet
	This list of text selections demonstrates the balanced selection that includes a diverse author roster

	1.7
	8
	CA ThinkCERCA 6–8 Core Curriculum for ELA/Literacy Text Selections and Narratives Spreadsheet
	This list of text selections demonstrates the balanced selection that includes a diverse author roster.

	1.16
	5
	OP: Courses; 5th Grade, Introduction to Writing Across Genres; Overview of Program
	The Writing Across Genres units align to the specific types of writing required by the CA CCSS for ELA.

	1.16
	6
	OP: Courses; 6th Grade, Introduction to Writing Across Genres; Overview of Program
	The Writing Across Genres units align to the specific types of writing required by the CA CCSS for ELA.

	1.21c
	3
	OP: Courses; 3rd Grade, Unit 1, Module 1, Teacher Guide and Reading and Writing Lesson
	This lesson demonstrates opportunities for the teacher to preteach, check for understanding, reteach, and for students to practice. The Immersive Reader feature offers accessibility.

	1.21c
	4
	OP: Courses; 4th Grade, Unit 1, Module 1, Teacher Guide and Reading and Writing Lesson
	This lesson demonstrates opportunities for the teacher to preteach, check for understanding, reteach, and for students to practice. The Immersive Reader feature offers accessibility.


The Writing Across the Curriculum program features a balanced selection of texts representing a diverse roster of authors, aligns with CA CCSS writing types, and fully meets all standards. To support varied learner needs, lessons incorporate structured opportunities to preteach, check for understanding, reteach, and practice, while the integrated Immersive Reader feature ensures enhanced accessibility for all students.
Criteria Category 2: Program Organization
The organization and features of the instructional materials support instruction and learning of the standards. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 2.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	2.10
	3–8
	OP: Curriculum Resources; Curriculum and Planning; Scaffolded Scope and Sequence
	Provides an implementation guide to support teacher planning

	2.8
	4
	OP: Courses; Grade 4; Unit 3; Module 3; Reading and Writing Lesson
	Promotes the use of multimedia and technology to support student writing development

	2.6
	6–8
	OP: Writing Across Curriculum; Reading and Writing Modules Animal Migration
	Curriculum addresses multiple content areas


The Writing Across the Curriculum program provides multiple supports for teachers to implement the curriculum. The use of multimedia and technology is an integrated tool to support learning and development. Varied content areas are addressed across the program with modules that are organized in a clear manner.
Criteria Category 3: Assessment
The instructional materials contain strategies and tools for continually assessing student understanding and opportunities for new learning. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 3.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	3.1a
	3–8
	OP: Assessments; Writing Benchmarks (Multi-Text Reading and Writing Assessment)
OP: Courses; 4th Grade; Unit 3; Module 1; Lesson 1; Begin (Multi-Text Reading and Writing Assessment)
	These two sources demonstrate both lesson and benchmark assessments that show various question types.

	3.5
	3–8
	OP: Help Center, Curriculum and Planning, Approach to Supporting Multilingual English Language Learners (English Learner Guide)
	Includes  accessibility assessment tools

	3.6
	3–8
	OP: Reports tab (Multi-Text Reading and Writing Assessment)
	Provides a Teacher Dashboard housing all student data

	3.6
	3–8
	OP: Reports tab; Benchmark Reports; Personalized Growth Plan by Student (Multi-Text Reading and Writing Assessment)
	Student data chats


The Writing Across the Curriculum program provides lesson-level and benchmark assessments with varied question types to measure student understanding in multiple ways. Accessibility tools help ensure assessments are available to diverse learners. A centralized Teacher Dashboard organizes student performance data, supporting progress monitoring, instructional planning, and meaningful student data chats focused on strengths, goals, and next steps.
Criteria Category 4: Access and Equity
Program resources incorporate recognized principles, concepts, and research-based strategies to meet the needs of all students and provide equal access to learning through lessons that are relevant to the students. Instructional resources include suggestions for teachers on how to differentiate instruction to meet the needs of all students. Instructional resources provide guidance to support students who are English learners, at-promise, advanced learners, and students with learning disabilities. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 4.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	4.3b
	3–8
	OP: ThinkCerca; Curriculum and Planning; Approach to Supporting Multilingual English Language Learners; English Learner Guide
	Provides suggestions about how to differentiate and support multilingual learners

	4.5
	3–8
	OP: ThinkCerca; Curriculum and Planning; Lesson Supports for Striving Readers; Teacher Guide
	Lists the embedded scaffolds of the platform and ways teachers can scaffold student learning

	4.7
	3–8
	OP: Writing Across the Genres; Grades 3–8; Student Guide
	Students have access to instruction at all grade levels, allowing for enrichment for advanced learners.


The Writing Across the Curriculum program promotes equity and access by offering differentiation strategies and targeted supports for various types of learners. It identifies embedded platform scaffolds and provides guidance for teachers to make grade-level instruction accessible to diverse learners. Students can also access instruction across grade levels, allowing teachers to reinforce prerequisite skills or provide enrichment and greater challenge for advanced learners.
Criteria Category 5: Instructional Planning and Support
The instructional materials contain a clear road map to assist teachers when planning instruction for the specific needs and context of their students. The instructional resources support Universal Design for Learning and culturally and linguistically responsive instruction to improve and optimize teaching and make learning more equitable. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 5.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	5.1
	6
	OP: Writing Across the Curriculum; Core Curriculum; Grade 6; pp. 24–37
	Teacher pacing guide provided for the year

	5.5
	4
	OP: Library; Writing Across the Curriculum; Getting Started the Civil War; Student Guide
	Example of an option for a writing lesson around the content area of Social Studies

	5.6
	5
	OP: Courses; 5th Grade: Introduction to Writing Across Genres; 5th Grade: Introduction to Narrative Writing; Module 1 Introduction to Narrative Writing
	Example of a clear and organized lesson


The Writing Across the Curriculum program supports instructional planning by including teacher pacing guides to help guide yearlong instruction. The program includes examples of writing lessons connected to content areas, such as social studies, and includes lessons that demonstrate organized and sequential instruction.
Visit the Learning Resources Display Centers web page to find a location near you to review the materials.
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