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	Publisher/Developer
	Program
	Program Type and Grade Level(s)

	ThinkCERCA Core ELAR
	California Edition (ThinkCERCA.com, Inc.)
	Program Type 1, Grades 6–8


Program Summary:
The California Edition (ThinkCERCA.com, Inc.); program type 1 includes the following: Online Platform, Teacher Guide; Student Guide; English Learner Guide; and Student-Centered Learning Guide.
Recommendation:
California Edition (ThinkCERCA.com, Inc.) is recommended for adoption for grades 6–8 because the instructional materials include content as specified in the California Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects (CA CCSS ELA/Literacy), and meets the rest of the criteria in category 1 and shows strengths in categories 2–5.
What is an Exemplar?
Exemplar citations model excellence in the category and illustrate a comprehensive alignment with––or in some cases beyond––a given criterion statement. The list of exemplars may not be exhaustive of the entire program.
Criteria Category 1: ELA/ELD Content/Alignment with Standards
[bookmark: _Hlk183590677]The program supports teaching to the CA CCSS ELA/Literacy Standards for the intended grade level(s) in alignment with the English Language Arts/English Language Development Framework. The program meets all the evaluation criteria in category 1. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 1.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations 
	Standards

	1.1
	6
	Core ELA ;Teacher Guide; Grade 6; Unit 1; Module 1: Apply Your Learning: Citing Evidence to Write About Literary Texts
	RL.6.1, W.6.1, L.6.4

	1.1
	7
	Core ELAR; Teacher Guide; Grade 7: Unit 2: Module 1: Determining and Tracing a Central Idea Through Details
	RI.7.2, W.7.1, L.7.3

	1.1
	8
	Core ELAR; Teacher Guide; Grade 8: Unit 2: Module 7: Conclusions in Arguments
	W.8.1c, RI.8.5, RI.8.1

	1.11
	6–8
	Core ELAR; Teacher Guide; Library; Courses; 6–12 Foundational Reading and Linguistics
	This citation refers to The Foundational Reading program, which is designed for students in grades 6–12 who are struggling with word recognition, phonological awareness, and decoding.

	1.21a
	7
	Core ELAR; Grade 7; Unit 1 (Teacher Guide, Student Guide, Student-Centered Learning Guide)
	These materials show how the curriculum provides guidance for differentiated instruction.

	1.9e
	8
	Core ELAR; Grade 8; Unit 1; Unit At-a-Glance
Core ELAR; Teacher Guide.PDF; Student Guide; Slides; Grade 8; Unit 1; Module 5: Read Across Genres: How do various personal experiences, positive and negative, allow you to grow and change?
	The Unit At-a-Glance shows the independent reading titles for this unit’s essential questions.
The specific unit Teacher Guide citation shows how students read strategically across shorter texts, and the Student Guide provides an example of the close reading work students complete as a part of this unit. The Teacher Guide and Student Guide demonstrate how independent reading is built into every unit.


ThinkCERCA addresses Criteria 1 across multiple dimensions of the curriculum, including research alignment, author diversity, text complexity, and family communication tools. The curriculum includes an overview of its research base alongside best-practice guidance describing the underlying pedagogy. The author roster includes writers across racial, ethnic, national, linguistic, and cultural backgrounds, combining canonical works with contemporary voices from the late twentieth and twenty-first centuries. This is reflected in diverse thematic and multi-perspective text sets, as well as title selections spanning a range of cultural and linguistic backgrounds. Independent reading titles were selected based on accessibility criteria. Within each of the program's seven units, four titles span a range of complexity, from easily accessible to more challenging, allowing for differentiated instruction across reading levels. The program also includes downloadable Individual Student Reports intended for use in family conferences, supporting home-school communication about student progress.
Criteria Category 2: Program Organization
The organization and features of the instructional materials support instruction and learning of the standards. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 2.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	2.1
	6–8
	Core ELAR; Teacher Guide; Year At-a-Glance by Skill; pp. 24–37
	Digital Teacher Guide; Year-At-a-Glance by Skill shows allotted time to teach each unit, spanning 180-days of instruction.

	2.2
	6–8
	Core ELAR; Teacher Guide; Scope and Sequence; pp. 13–22
	Digital Teacher Guide; Scope and Sequence shows standards alignment for each unit.

	2.16
	8
	Core ELAR; Student Guide; Unit 1; Module 2; Appreciate the Author’s Craft; p. 55
	Digital Student Guide; Shaded box at the bottom of the page explicitly states grade level CCSS for ELA.


The program addresses Criteria 2 with depth and clarity. It provides instructional content for 180 days of instruction to cover both the daily and unit instructional needs. The program contains a scope and sequence which aligns with the CA CCSS for ELA, with each student lesson containing an explicit printed reference to its correlating ELA standard(s).
Criteria Category 3: Assessment
The instructional materials contain strategies and tools for continually assessing student understanding and opportunities for new learning. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 3.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	3.1d
	6–8
	Core ELAR; Library; Browse, Grade Level, 7; Type, Skills Practice; Preview; 5.5(B) Soft c and g; Preview
Core ELAR; Assessments; Reading Leveling; Beginning of Year; Assign Assessments, Select Class, Assign to Grade Level, 7, Leveling: Civil Rights on a City Bus; Preview
Core ELAR; Teacher Guide; Library, Grade 7, Core Curriculum
Core ELAR; Reports: Choose your report
	Criterion 3.1d is supported through multiple citations because the required evidence is distributed across several components of the ThinkCERCA platform. Assessment tools, authentic student work, rubrics, progress monitoring, reporting features, and teacher guidance are located in different areas (e.g., Skills Practice, Reading Leveling Assessments, Teacher Guides, and Reports). Collectively, these citations provide the evidence needed to evaluate the full scope of the criterion.
Demonstrates embedded formative assessment to monitor student learning and inform instruction.

	3.1d (cont)
	6–8 (cont)
	(cont)
	(cont)
Demonstrates beginning-of-year reading level assessment to establish baseline performance and guide instruction.
Provides teacher guidance for assessment implementation, differentiated supports, and accommodations for multilingual learners and special student population.
Demonstrates multiple reporting options that support assessment interpretation, progress monitoring, and instructional decision-making.

	3.2
	7
	Core ELAR; Teacher Guide; Grade 7; Unit 4; What's the Problem with Plastic?; Module 9; Unit Reading Assessment and Reflection: What's the Problem with Plastic?
	Unit Core Assessment
Teacher Guide

	3.1a 
	6
	Core ELAR; Teacher Guide; Grade 6; Unit 1; Who Are You?; Module 8; Unit Reading Assessment and Reflection: Who Are You?
	Unit Core Assessment
Teacher Guide

	3.5
	8
	Core ELAR; Grade 8; Unit 2; Unit Planning Tools; Slide 3; Text Complexity Analysis
	Eighth grade texts selection and narratives


ThinkCERCA demonstrates Criteria 3 through embedded formative assessments, beginning-of-year reading-level measures, unit assessments, authentic student work, rubrics, progress monitoring, reporting, and opportunities for reflection. Local decisions may wish to examine how consistently these tools support assessment with regard to Multi-Tiered Systems of Support (MTSS) tier placement, universal screener alignment, individualized education program (IEP)/504 accommodations, English learner access, and student-led tracking across grades 6–8.
Criteria Category 4: Access and Equity
Program resources incorporate recognized principles, concepts, and research-based strategies to meet the needs of all students and provide equal access to learning through lessons that are relevant to the students. Instructional resources include suggestions for teachers on how to differentiate instruction to meet the needs of all students. Instructional resources provide guidance to support students who are English learners, at-promise, advanced learners, and students with learning disabilities. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 4.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	4.2
	6
	Core ELAR; Grade 6; Unit 7; How Do Myths and Tales Teach Us?; English Learner Guide; Open the guide; Slide 5
	Follow the links to the desired module to find leveled resources for students who are beginning, intermediate, and advanced English language learners.

	4.3a
	7
	Core ELAR; Grade 7; Unit 6; What Do You Want to Do with Your Life?; Unit Planning Tools; Slide 2; Digital Resources for Monthly Planning; MTSS Planning link
	The guide provides information for planning intervention cycles for each individual unit including how to administer benchmarks and when to progress monitor students who need Tier 2 and 3 support.

	4.3b
	7
	Core ELAR; Teacher Guide; Grade 7; Unit 7; How Do We Understand Our Past Through Stories?
	Guide has supports for all learners and preview/review supports.

	4.3c
	6
	Core ELAR; Teacher Guide; Grade 6; Unit 5: What Is All the Drama About?
	Guide has supports for all learners included added technology supports.


ThinkCERCA addresses connections to Criteria 4 through alignment of MTSS by supporting data-based decision-making and progress monitoring for students with disabilities. The program incorporates Universal Design for Learning principles within Tier 1 instruction by providing embedded scaffolds and multiple access points to grade-level content. ThinkCERCA also provides support for English learners through instructional support such as translation tools and guiding questions, while its structured assessment system enables teachers to monitor growth and respond to the diverse needs of all learners.
Criteria Category 5: Instructional Planning and Support
The instructional materials contain a road map to assist teachers when planning instruction for the specific needs and context of their students. The instructional resources support Universal Design for Learning and culturally and linguistically responsive instruction to improve and optimize teaching and make learning more equitable. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 5.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	5.1
	7
	Core ELAR; Grade 7; Teacher Guide pp. 24–37
	Grades 6–8 Teacher Guides also show a similar Year-At-a-Glance by Skill and Pacing.

	5.9
	8
	Core ELAR; Grade 8; Overview of Program pp. 13–22
	A Scope and Sequence is also provided for grades 6–8.

	5.22
	6
	Core ELAR; Grade 6; Unit 1: Who are You?; English Learner Guide
	The English Learner Guide provides two various tasks for the same activity to scaffold work for students who have not yet mastered academic English. Each unit throughout grades 6–8 has an English Learner Guide.

	5.24
	7
	Core ELAR; Grade 7; Unit 1: Who’s In Your Circle; Unit At-A-Glance
	Every unit in grades 6–8 has a Unit At-A-Glance to provide information on instructional approaches to support teacher knowledge of the program’s research-based strategies.


ThinkCERCA provides guidance for Criteria 5, showing evidence that supports teachers with pacing, English Learner supports, and standards alignment. The program scaffolds work to build student capacity to become independent thinkers and learners. Although the curriculum addresses instructional planning and support, accessibility of these resources may require further local review.
Visit the Learning Resources Display Centers web page to find a location near you to review the materials.
California Department of Education, August 2026
