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	Vista Higher Learning
	Connect & Bridges California: Language, Literacy, Content
	Program Type 5, Grades 4–8


Program Summary:
The Connect & Bridges California: Language, Literacy, Content program includes the following: Student Editions (Connect A SE, Connect B SE, Bridges C SE, Bridges D SE, Bridges E SE), Teacher Editions (Connect A TE, Connect B TE, Bridges C TE, Bridges D TE, Bridges E TE), Practice Book (PB), Assessment Program (AP), Phonics Essential Student Edition (SE), Phonics Essentials Teacher Guide (TG), Online Resources.
Recommendation:
Connect & Bridges California: Language, Literacy, Content is recommended for adoption for grades 4–8 because the instructional materials include content as specified in the California English Language Development Standards (CA ELD Standards) and meets the rest of the criteria in category 1 and shows strengths in categories 2–5.
What is an Exemplar?
Exemplar citations model excellence in the category and illustrate a comprehensive alignment with––or in some cases beyond––a given criterion statement. The list of exemplars may not be exhaustive of the entire program.
Criteria Category 1: ELA/ELD Content/Alignment with Standards
[bookmark: _Hlk183526710][bookmark: _Hlk183590677]The program supports teaching to the CA ELD Standards for the intended grade level(s) in alignment with the English Language Arts/English Language Development Framework. The program meets all the evaluation criteria in category 1. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 1.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Standards

	1.1
	4–8
	NA
	NA

	1.2
	4
	Connect A TE; Unit 4; “Differentiated Instruction” p. 131
	PI.4.6.Em, PI.4.6.Ex, PI.4.6.Br

	1.2
	5
	Connect B SE/TE; Unit 2; “Explore and Learn” p. 72 
	PI.5.3.Ex

	1.2
	6
	Bridges C TE; Unit 10; “Practice” p. 407
	PI.6.1.Em, PI.6.1.Br

	1.2
	7
	Bridges D TE; Unit 3; “Practice” p. 104
	PI.7.3.Em, PI.7.3.Ex, PI.7.3.Br

	1.2
	8
	Bridges E SE/TE; Unit 2; "Differentiated Instruction" p. 48
	PI.8.5.Em, PI.8.5.Ex, PI.8.5.Br

	1.5
	5
	Connect B TE pp. Tv–Tvi, Txv–Tlii
	NA

	1.9g
	7
	Bridges D; Online Resources; Independent Reading Program; Independent Reading Program Overview
	NA

	1.8
	8
	Bridges E SE/TE; Unit 10; “Before You Read” pp. 394–395
	NA


The program provides guidance aligned to the ELD standards for grades 4–8 through a standards map grounded in current, validated research. Materials reflect students’ varied backgrounds and home languages. Scaffolding and differentiated supports, including graphic organizers and grouping strategies, amplify collaborative conversation. Independent reading is supported by providing resources, including independent reading lists and guides.
Criteria Category 2: Program Organization
The organization and features of the instructional materials support instruction and learning of the standards. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 2.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	2.1
	6
	Bridges C TE: Unit 1 p. 34
	Morphology, word study

	2.3
	5
	Connect B TE p. 3A
	Materials List and Pacing Guide

	2.6
	7
	Bridges D TE pp. T465–T468
	Correlation Chart for history–social science standards

	2.10
	6
	Bridges C: SE/TE; Unit ; pp. 86–88
	Responding to Literature Activities

	2.10
	8
	Bridges E SE/TE; Unit 1 pp. 40–42
	Personal Narrative Writing Process with Scaffolding

	2.1
	5
	Connect B TE pp. T367–T373
	Standards Map

	2.12e
	4
	Connect A TE; Unit 1 pp. T3A–3L
	Overview of thematic unit


The scope and sequence include instructional materials by thematic units that emphasize systematic knowledge-building throughout all lesson components to bridge and accelerate learning. For example, the phonics components are introduced in context for meaning making. A variety of genres and culturally diverse text types are included across content areas to augment learning. 
Criteria Category 3: Assessment
The instructional materials contain strategies and tools for continually assessing student understanding and opportunities for new learning. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 3.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	3.1
	5
	Connect B TE AP; Unit 1 Test pp. 4–41 
	Formative assessment for reading, oral language, grammar, writing, music, math, SS, science, L.A.

	3.6
	7
	Online Resources (Bridges D); Tools; Browse Resources; Assessment; Assess to Learn Guide
	Online overview of data collection, sharing, and analysis

	3.7
	8
	Bridges E AP; Unit 1 pp. 11–20
	Covers the entire unit one assessment cycle

	3.5
	6
	Online Resources (Bridges C); Tools; Browse Resources; Self Evaluation
	Self-evaluation checklist in kid-friendly language


The program includes diagnostic, formative, summative, and progress-monitoring assessments, such as placement tests, quizzes, mid- and end-of-unit tests, and self-assessments. These tools measure skill acquisition and track student growth across thematic units. Additionally, the platform outlines assessment accommodations, differentiation methods, and progress reports accessible to all educational partners.
Criteria Category 4: Access and Equity
[bookmark: _Hlk183526810]Program resources incorporate recognized principles, concepts, and research-based strategies to meet the needs of all students and provide equal access to learning through lessons that are relevant to the students. Instructional resources include suggestions for teachers on how to differentiate instruction to meet the needs of all students. Instructional resources provide guidance to support students who are English learners, at-promise, advanced learners, and students with learning disabilities. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 4.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	4.5
	7
	Bridges D TE; Unit 1; Suggestions pp. 3G–3H
	Suggestions for students with dyslexia, students with disabilities, and newcomers (found throughout the program in all units)

	4.2
	5
	Connect B SE/TE pp. 8–17
	Text with audio and visuals

	4.2
	7
	Online Resources (Bridges D); Unit 1; Student Book Audio
	Audio option for student book

	4.2
	6
	Bridges C TE pp. 3H, 49H, 91H, 135H
	Instructional strategies for supporting Newcomer students for each unit.

	4.3e
	8
	Bridges E SE/TE pp. Txliv–Txlvii
	Language Transfer and Inference Guide, Linguistic Contrastive Analysis Charts


The program demonstrates strength in meeting the needs of all learners. This includes explicit suggestions and routines to meet individual student needs, including students with disabilities, dyslexia, and/or newcomers. Additionally, the program demonstrates ongoing, integrated support and suggestions within the lessons to consistently differentiate for a variety of student needs, including online accessibility options such as text-to-speech.
Criteria Category 5: Instructional Planning and Support
[bookmark: _Hlk183527834]The instructional materials contain a clear road map to assist teachers when planning instruction for the specific needs and context of their students. The instructional resources support Universal Design for Learning and culturally and linguistically responsive instruction to improve and optimize teaching and make learning more equitable. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 5.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	5.5
	5
	Connect B TE: Unit 5 pp. 30–37
	Opportunities to connect content areas

	5.8
	7
	Bridges D TE; Unit 2; Materials pp. 43A–43E
	Materials list (included for each lesson)

	5.10
	4
	Connect A TE; Unit 4 pp. 128
	Background knowledge, including culture notes, to support student understanding of readings throughout thematic units

	5.11
	7
	Online Resources; (Bridges D); Assignments; Practice Book; Answer Key
	Answer Key for Practice Book


The program provides unit guides, instructional routines, cross-curricular extensions, technology integration, scope and sequence documents, cultural notes, and differentiation strategies. These tools allow the teacher flexibility to build on students' assets, language proficiency, and academic needs. ELA/ELD standards are embedded throughout, ensuring alignment during planning while providing meaningful opportunities for students to engage with grade-level content across disciplines.
Visit the Learning Resources Display Centers web page to find a location near you to review the materials.
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