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Contact Information
All Request for Applications (RFA) questions and correspondence should be submitted by email through the 21st Century RFA Helpdesk at expandedlearning@cde.ca.gov (please indicate “21st Century RFA Question” in the email subject line), or by contacting the Expanded Learning Division (EXLD) at 916-319-0923.
All questions about RFA forms required through the After School Support and Information System (ASSIST) should be submitted by email through the ASSIST Helpdesk at ASSIST@cde.ca.gov.
All questions about application narratives required through the Financial Assistance Application Submittal Tool (FAAST) should be submitted by email through the FAAST Helpdesk at FAAST_ADMIN@waterboards.ca.gov, or by contacting the State Water Resources Control Board staff at 866-434-1083, Monday through Friday, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
All completed RFAs should be submitted to:
21st Century Grant Application
Expanded Learning Division—21st Century RFA Helpdesk
California Department of Education
1430 N Street, Suite 3400
Sacramento, CA 95814-5901

[bookmark: _Toc514869254][bookmark: _Toc519175478][bookmark: _Toc519175622][bookmark: _Toc519230129][bookmark: _Toc519773457][bookmark: _Toc520984734]What’s New? Changes in the Request for Application from the 2018–19 Cohort 11 Grant Cycle
· The 21st Century Community Learning Centers (CCLC) and After School Safety and Enrichment for Teens (ASSETs) RFAs have now merged into one “21st Century” RFA.
· Only the RFAs have merged into one document; applicants must still submit separate applications for 21st CCLC Elementary/Middle school sites and ASSETs High School sites.
· The submission deadline for the hard copy application(s) to the California Department of Education (CDE) and uploading the application narrative(s) into FAAST has changed from 5 p.m. to 4 p.m. on the due date. Applications are due Tuesday, November 13, 2018.
· Signature stamps, electronic stamps, or any form of reproduced stamp that is not an authentic original “wet” signature will be disqualified; signatures must be made using blue ink or they will be disqualified.
· Local educational agencies (LEAs) are eligible to apply; however, they must have verifiable data for fiscal year (FY) 2017–18 in California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System (CALPADS) to be considered in the Funding Determination process.
· The ASSIST forms have been modified; the EXLD no longer requires hard copy submission of the Core Grant Budget, Equitable Access Grant Budget, Disqualification Form, or Certified Assurances.
· Applicants that do not have an existing logon to access and apply through ASSIST may request a hard copy application. Please contact the RFA helpdesk for further information and instructions via the helpdesk contacts listed on the prior page.
· The online webinar has been eliminated—all information from the 2018–19 Cohort 11 RFA webinar has been incorporated into the current RFA. Questions about the RFA, ASSIST forms, or FAAST narratives must be submitted via the helpdesk contacts listed on the prior page.
Note: This RFA process is highly competitive. Applicants are strongly encouraged to read the entire 21st Century RFA and consider all requirements for eligibility, disqualifications, funding priority, and geographic distribution categories prior to submitting an application. Prior year funding distributions are also available on the Funding Opportunities web page at https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/ex/fundingop.asp. 
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I. [bookmark: _Toc514869255][bookmark: _Toc520984735]Critical Dates for the Application Process
	Dates
	Critical Events

	September 2018
	RFA and supporting documents are posted on the CDE Funding Opportunities web page at https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/ex/fundingop.asp

	Tuesday, November 13, 2018
	Submission deadline for all forms (21st CCLC and ASSETs) in hard copy to the CDE by 4 p.m. No postmarks will be accepted 

	Tuesday, November 13, 2018
	Submission deadline for FAAST application narratives uploaded and submitted as Final into FAAST by 4 p.m. No late submissions will be accepted into the online system

	October 2018
	Recruitment and training of qualified reviewers to score application narratives

	November–December 2018
	Applicants are notified if they have been disqualified based on CDE screening of applications and eligibility criteria 

	November–December 2018
	Assignment of application narratives to qualified reviewers 

	December 2018
	Independent panel reviews CDE screening disqualification appeals submitted by applicants

	November–December 2018
	Application narratives reviewed; determination of Passing/Not Passing narratives

	November–December 2018
	Applicants are notified if they are not moving forward (Not Passing)

	December 2018–January 2019
	Funding Priority—The CDE applies funding priority to applications with Passing narratives

	February 2019
	The CDE reviews voluntary/involuntary grant reductions to determine available funding amounts

	April 2019
	Intent to Award (ITA) is posted on the CDE website (the ITA is NOT the final funding list) 

	April–May 2019
	Independent panel reviews ITA funding priority appeals submitted by applicants

	May 2019
	The final funding list will be posted on the CDE website when all data are verified and appeals are decided


II. [bookmark: _Toc514869256][bookmark: _Toc520984736]Purpose and Description of the Programs
A. [bookmark: _Toc514869257][bookmark: _Toc520984737]Background
The 21st Century After School program, authorized under the federal Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), received its first appropriation in 1994. CCLC program funding supports the development of community learning centers established by eligible entities with the assistance of community partners. The 21st Century ASSETs program funding supports the development of community learning centers established by eligible entities with the assistance of community partners.
Federal and state laws guide the implementation of the 21st CCLC and ASSETs programs. In 2015, the ESEA was reauthorized as the Every Student Succeeds Act. This new legislation expands state and local accountability for student academic achievement as well as overall success and emphasizes the importance of adopting research or evidence-based practices.
B. [bookmark: _Toc514869258][bookmark: _Toc520984738]Purpose
1. 21st Century Community Learning Centers
The purpose of the 21st CCLC is to support the creation of community learning centers that provide academic enrichment opportunities during non-school hours for children, particularly students who attend high poverty and low-performing schools. The 21st CCLC Program helps students meet state and local academic standards in core subjects, such as reading and math; offers students a broad array of enrichment activities that can complement the regular academic program; and offers educational services to the families of participating children.
2. 21st Century After School Safety and Enrichment for Teens
The purpose of the 21st Century High School ASSETs Program is to provide local flexibility in the establishment or expansion of community learning centers that provide students in grades nine through twelve with academic enrichment opportunities and activities designed to complement students’ regular academic program and that support college and career readiness, assist with literacy and related educational development services for families of these students, and provide a safe environment for students participating in their programs.
C. [bookmark: _Toc520984739]Funding
1. 21st Century Community Learning Centers
An estimated $18 million in funding has been allocated for 21st CCLC programs proposing to serve elementary and middle/junior high school students in kindergarten to ninth grade (Cohort 12), starting in state FY 2019–20. Applicants awarded a 21st CCLC grant will receive a five-year grant, subject to semiannual attendance and other reporting requirements. Grant awards are contingent upon the availability of 21st CCLC Program federal funds authorized in the California State Budget.
In the most recent funding cycle, FY 2018–19 (Cohort 11), applicants requested over $95 million in 21st CCLC program funding, and approximately $24 million was awarded. Of the 99 applications submitted, 43 applications were funded. Twenty five percent of the total funds requested were awarded, which indicates the highly competitive nature of the process.
2. 21st Century After School Safety and Enrichment for Teens
An estimated $22 million in funding has been allocated for ASSETs programs proposing to serve high school students in grades nine to twelve (Cohort 12), starting in state FY 2019–20. Applicants awarded an ASSETs grant will receive a five-year grant of up to $250,000 per year per site, subject to semiannual attendance and other reporting requirements. Grant awards are contingent upon the availability of ASSETs program federal funds authorized in the California State Budget.
In the most recent funding cycle, FY 2018–19 (Cohort 11), applicants requested over $61 million in ASSETs program funding with approximately $27 million being awarded. Of the 61 applications submitted, 33 applications were funded. Forty four percent of the total funds requested were awarded, which indicates the highly competitive nature of the process.
The CDE will not provide funding to serve more students than are enrolled at a school site. Public school enrollment numbers will be verified by using the school certified enrollment data submitted to the CALPADS for FY 2017–18. Enrollment for private schools will be verified by using the Private School Directory. Please visit the CDE Private Schools web page at https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/si/ps/index.asp.
The Program Improvement (PI) status for FY 2017–18 used in this grant eligibility process will be the most current version available as of the application submission deadline of Tuesday, November 13, 2018.
D. [bookmark: _Toc514869259][bookmark: _Toc520984740]Program Types and Funding
1. 21st Century Community Learning Centers
There are three program types for which 21st CCLC funding can be used: Before School Programs, After School Programs, and Summer/Supplemental Programs (including before school summer/supplemental and after school summer/supplemental).
a. [bookmark: _Toc519230136]Before School Programs
The 21st CCLC before school grants are provided for program operation during the regular school year, typically 180 days (California Education Code [EC] Section 8483.75). Funding for before school programs is as follows: $5 per participating student per regular school day, up to a maximum of $37,500 per year for elementary school students served; and $49,000 per year for middle and junior high school students served. For larger-than-average-size schools, these amounts may be increased up to twice these limits, using the large-school adjustment formula below.
· For elementary schools, multiply $75 by the number of pupils enrolled at a school that exceeds 600, up to a maximum of $75,000 per year.
· For middle/junior high schools, multiply $75 by the number of pupils enrolled at a school that exceeds 900, up to a maximum of $98,000 per year.
b. [bookmark: _Toc335303701][bookmark: _Toc440528991][bookmark: _Toc519230137][bookmark: _Toc335303700][bookmark: _Toc440528990]After School Programs
[bookmark: _Toc208896298][bookmark: _Toc331497494]The 21st CCLC after school grants are provided for program operation during the regular school year, typically 180 days (EC Section 8483.7). The minimum grant amount for 21st CCLC programs per school site is $50,000, including any Equitable Access funds awarded (EC Section 8484.8[f]). The CDE will provide after school funding under a 21st  CCLC Program grant for after school programs by using the following formula: $7.50 per participating student per regular school day, up to a maximum of $112,500 per year for elementary school students served; and $150,000 per year for middle/junior high school students served. For larger-than-average-size schools these amounts may be increased up to twice these limits by using the large-school adjustment formula below.
· For elementary schools, multiply $113 by the number of pupils enrolled at a school that exceeds 600 up to a maximum of $225,000 per year.
· For middle/junior high schools, multiply $113 by the number of pupils enrolled at a school that exceeds 900 up to a maximum of $300,000 per year.
c. [bookmark: _Toc335303702][bookmark: _Toc440528992][bookmark: _Toc519230138]Summer/Supplemental Programs
Summer/Supplemental programs may operate any time in excess of 180 regular school days or during any combination of summer, intersession, or vacation periods (EC Section 8483.76[a]). All applicants requesting funding for a summer/supplemental program must also request funding for a before or after school base program through this RFA, or request a summer/supplemental program for a site (either After School Education and Safety [ASES], or 21st CCLC) with an existing before or after school base program. After school summer/supplemental programs must have an after school base grant at the site. Likewise, a before school summer/supplemental program must have a before school base grant at the site.
Funding priority in this RFA shall only be given to grant applications that will propose to offer year-round expanded learning programming in the form of After School Summer/Supplemental, including:
· Programs that propose to provide any combination of year-round programming (ASES and/or 21st CCLC Summer/Supplemental funding).
· Programs that apply for an After School Summer/Supplemental grant through this RFA to complement existing ASES or 21st CCLC after school base programs.
· Programs that apply for a 21st CCLC After School Base grant through this RFA to complement existing ASES and/or 21st CCLC Summer/Supplemental funding.
An applicant that offers summer/supplemental programming to complement existing ASES or 21st CCLC funded after school programs is not required to be the same entity that operates the existing program, but must identify the grantee with whom it is coordinating for the purpose of providing year-round programming (EC Section 8484.8[e][3]).
Summer/supplemental grants may not exceed 30 percent of a school’s total annual grant amount.
· Funding for before school summer/supplemental programs is $5.00 per participating student per regular school day.
· Funding for after school summer/supplemental programs is $7.50 per participating student per regular school day.
An existing after school summer/supplemental grantee may operate a three- or six-hour per day program (EC Section 8483.76[b]). The six-hour per day program is funded at a reimbursement rate of $15 per student per day. The minimum funding for an after school summer/supplemental program is $8,100; however, there is no minimum funding for a before school summer/supplemental program. A summer/supplemental grantee that operates a program may open eligibility to every pupil attending a school in the school district. Priority for enrollment shall be given to the pupils enrolled in the school that receives the grant (EC Section 8483.76[d]).
2. 21st Century After School Safety and Enrichment for Teens
The ASSETs after school grants may operate after school and during any combination of before school, weekends, summer, intercession, and vacation (EC Section 8422[d]). The CDE will provide after school funding under an ASSETs program grant for after school programs by using the following formula: $10 per participating student per regular school day, up to a maximum of $250,000 per year for high school students served. The minimum grant amount for ASSETs programs per school site is $50,000.
3. Equitable Access
Equitable Access funds are optional and are intended to supplement the after school program grant to help local programs provide access to 21st CCLC or ASSETs programs and participation in community learning center programs according to needs determined by the local community (EC Section 8484.8[b][1]). Funding for Equitable Access is available for up to $25,000 per school site per year, based on the specific needs of each site(s) for the facilitation of Equitable Access to 21st CCLC or ASSETs programs. Only those eligible sites funded with a 21st CCLC or ASSETs after school base grant through this RFA process will be considered for this funding.
III. [bookmark: _Toc514869260][bookmark: _Toc520984741]Overview of the Application Process
The table below provides a general overview of the application process. Detailed information can be found later in the RFA.
A. [bookmark: _Toc514869261][bookmark: _Toc520984742]Download of After School Support and Information System Forms and Upload of Financial Assistance Application Submittal Tool Narrative
· The 21st Century application forms (21st CCLC and/or ASSETs) are generated and printed through the ASSIST database by the applicant.
· The printed hard copy of the required ASSIST application forms, complete with required Authorized Signatures in blue ink, is submitted by the applicant to the CDE no later than Tuesday, November 13, 2018, at 4 p.m., or they will be disqualified. Postmarks will not be accepted. Applications that are sent by guaranteed, overnight, priority mail, or other means must include verifiable documentation from the delivery service assuring delivery date by the due date and time.

· Applicants must input their ASSIST-generated application identification numbers and application narratives into the separate online grant application system, the FAAST. Application narratives must be uploaded in FAAST and must reflect that they are Submitted as Final no later than Tuesday, November 13, 2018, at 4 p.m., or they will be disqualified.
· Applications are screened for disqualified items by the CDE:
· Qualified applications meeting the screening checklist will continue to move forward in the process.
· Disqualified applications will not move forward in the process and application narratives will not be reviewed by readers. A screening disqualification letter will be sent to applicants.
B. [bookmark: _Toc514869262][bookmark: _Toc520984743]Application Review and Evaluation
· Qualified reviewers will read application narratives posted in FAAST and determine whether the narrative passes or does not pass (see Attachment 1, 21st Century Program Application Questions):
· Application narratives that pass will move forward in the review process for Funding Priority determination.
· Application narratives that do not pass will not move forward in the review process for Funding Priority determination. Applicants will receive their passing/not passing scores for each question in the rubric in writing. Comments will not be requested of or provided by the reviewers. Priorities will not be applied to those applications not moving forward in the process.
· All school sites within the grant application will receive the same passing/not passing scores for each question in the rubric (see Attachment 2, 21st Century Program Rubric for Application Narrative).
C. [bookmark: _Toc514869263][bookmark: _Toc520984744]Funding Priority
· Funding priority is only applied to those applications that successfully pass the initial CDE screening and receive a passing score for their narratives.
· Funding priority is determined by individual school site.
· Funding priority begins with school sites with six priority items (the maximum available for 21st CCLC applicants) and five priority items (the maximum available for ASSETs applicants) and continues as far down into subsequent priority groups as funding is available (see Section VII. Funding Priority in this RFA).
· Priority groupings in which there are more school sites than funding is available in the geographic funding distribution categories (see Geographic Funding Distribution section below) will be ordered and funded from highest to lowest Free and Reduced-Price Meals (FRPM) percentage. In the case of a tie, FRPM percentage between school sites and the overall count of passing scores for each question in the application narrative, as determined by the reviewers, will be used as a tiebreaker.
· School sites requesting Equitable Access (EA) funding will only be considered if the 21st Century after school base grant has been funded through this RFA and the EA application narrative is passed by the reviewers (see Section VII. Funding Priority in this RFA).
D. [bookmark: _Toc514869264][bookmark: _Toc520984745]Geographic Funding Distribution
· School sites within an application will be assigned to one of six geographic funding categories (northern-urban, northern-rural, central-urban, central-rural, southern-urban, and southern-rural) and be ordered for each individual school site based on funding priority first, then FRPM percentage (see Section VIII. Geographic Funding Distribution in this RFA).
IV. [bookmark: _Toc514869265][bookmark: _Toc520984746]Eligibility Requirements
Applicants are strongly encouraged to read this entire 21st Century Program RFA and consider all requirements for eligibility, disqualifications, funding priority, and geographic distribution categories prior to submitting an application.
A. [bookmark: _Toc514869266][bookmark: _Toc520984747]Eligibility
New applicants must meet the requirements of 20 United States Code (U.S.C.) §7173(a)(3), which states:
A. The CDE will award eligible entities that serve:
i. Students who primarily attend:
(I) Schools implementing comprehensive support and improvement activities or targeted support and improvement activities under section 6311(d) of this title (Title 1); and
(II) Other schools determined by the local educational agency to be in need of intervention and support (must also be Title 1); and
ii. The families of such students; and
B. Will further give priority to eligible entities that propose in the application to serve students described in sub-clauses (I) and (II) of section 7174(i)(1)(A)(i) of this title.
Current grantees (either 21st CCLC, ASSETs, or ASES) may also apply if they meet one of the following conditions:
· They are applying for funding at additional school sites (that are eligible per the requirements stated above), or
· They are proposing to increase their current school site funding to the legislative cap.
An “eligible entity” refers to an LEA, community-based organization (CBO), Indian tribe or tribal organization (25 U.S.C. Section 5130), another public or private entity, or a consortium of two or more such agencies, organizations, or entities (20 U.S.C. Section 7171[b][3]). Examples of entities eligible to apply for 21st Century funds include:
· LEAs, including school districts and county offices of education, and direct funded charter schools
· Private schools, provided that they serve public school students
· Nonprofit agencies
· Public entities, city and county government agencies, organizations, or other private entities
· Institutions of higher education
· Native American tribe or tribal organizations
· CBOs
· For-profit corporations
· Consortia of two or more of the above agencies, organizations, or other entities
A grant application may propose to serve more than one school site; however, a school site may be included in only one application. If a school site is included in multiple applications by error and/or is requesting multiple program types in separate applications, the CDE will contact the applicant and the school site  principal, and will select the appropriate application based on the applicant and school site principal’s designation.
B. [bookmark: _Toc440528994][bookmark: _Toc514869267][bookmark: _Toc520984748]Good Standing

Currently funded 21st Century and ASES program sites applying to increase school site funding to the legislative cap, or renewing their school’s funding must meet the administrative reporting requirements for FY 2017–18 and be considered in Good Standing to be eligible for 21st Century funds.
Good Standing for 21st Century grantees refers to all of the following conditions for each school in the application:
· All attendance reports for grantees have been submitted prior to the reporting deadline and have been found by the EXLD to be complete;
· All expenditure reports for grantees have been submitted prior to the reporting deadline and have been found by the EXLD to be complete;
· All annual outcome-based data and Annual Performance Report data for grantees has been submitted prior to the reporting deadline and have been found by the EXLD to be complete;
· All annual audit findings for grantees have been found by the EXLD to be resolved or are in the process of being resolved to the satisfaction of the CDE; and
· All Federal Program Monitoring findings for grantees have been found by the EXLD to be resolved or are in the process of being resolved to the satisfaction of the CDE.
If the applicant’s school is determined to be in Good Standing at the time the application is submitted to the CDE and if all other submission requirements are met, the application will be moved forward in the review process. If the applicant’s school is not in Good Standing at the time the application is submitted to the CDE by 4 p.m., Tuesday, November 13, 2018, the school will be disqualified (EC Section 8484.8[b][3]).
C. [bookmark: _Toc514869268][bookmark: _Toc520984749]Voluntary or Involuntary Grant Reductions

Current 21st CCLC or ASES sites that have received a grant reduction in FY 2018–19 (that will be implemented in FY 2019–20) due to the agency not meeting the requirements of the grant in the prior RFA, are ineligible for an increase in funding through this RFA in FY 2019–20. This applies to the program type, or component, that has been reduced (After School Base, Before School Base, and Summer/ Supplemental).
Expiring Cohort 9 21st CCLC and ASSETs sites that have received a grant reduction in FY 2018–19 (that will be implemented in FY 2019–20) that are applying through this RFA will only receive funding (for a program type or component) for the reduced amount (After School Base, Before School Base, and Summer/Supplemental), and are not eligible to receive the full funding amount that may be requested. For example:
· If a school site requested funding through the current RFA for $112,500 for a 21st CCLC After School Base grant, but had received a reduction in FY 2018–19 to $80,000 for their ASES After School Base grant, then the school site would only be eligible to receive funding in FY 2019–20 for the reduced amount of $80,000 for After School Base.
· If a school site requested funding through the current RFA for $37,500 for a 21st CCLC Before School Base grant, but had received a reduction in FY 2018–19 to $32,000 for their ASES Before School Base grant, then the school site would only be eligible to receive funding in FY 2019–20 for the reduced amount of $32,000 for Before School Base.
· If a school site received a reduction to their 21st CCLC After School Base but was only requesting funding for 21st CCLC Before School Base and/or Summer/Supplemental through the current RFA, then the reduction would not apply (since the reduction is only applicable between similar program types).
D. [bookmark: _Toc514869269][bookmark: _Toc520984750]Federal Debarment

Agencies on the federal debarment list are excluded from federal procurement programs and from receiving federal grants or contracts. Agencies can check their status through the US Department of Labor web page at https://www.dol.gov/ofccp/regs/compliance/preaward/debarlst.htm, by clicking on the https://www.sam.gov link. Any applicant that has been identified with an “Exclusion” on the federal debarment list will be disqualified.
E. [bookmark: _Toc514869270][bookmark: _Toc520984751]Required Signatures and Assurances
All original authorized signatures from the applicant or designee, and all other co-applicants are due at the time the application forms are submitted to the CDE, or the application will be disqualified (see the Cover Page information in Section X. Application Checklist in this RFA). An original “wet” signature, using blue ink, from an Authorized Signature, Designee, or Co-applicant is required. Applications that are submitted with signature stamps, electronic stamps, or any form of reproduced stamp will be disqualified. Original signatures on the Cover Page represent a certification that all of the forms submitted through this RFA have been reviewed, acknowledged, and completed, and that all grant compliance will be shared equally by the signing entities.
All grantees are required to retain copies of signed documents for their records and for audit purposes. Please visit the CDE General Assurances and Certifications web page at https://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/fo/fm/ff.asp.
A designee may provide the authorized signature as long as a copy of a recent governing board resolution or minutes, specifically authorizing the designee to accept and sign as a proxy for financial statements and legally binding documents, is included with the application materials. In the absence of an authorized signature, the applicant will be disqualified.
All original authorized signatures of the school principals or executive directors of a direct-funded charter school are due at the time the application forms are submitted to the CDE, or the school site will be disqualified (see the Signature and Approvals form in Section X. Application Checklist in this RFA). An original “wet” signature using blue ink is required.
F. [bookmark: _Toc514869271][bookmark: _Toc520984752]Disqualifications
The following items will disqualify applications and/or individual school sites from the funding process:
1. Application Disqualifications
· The ASSIST-generated application forms (see Section X. Application Checklist in this RFA) that are submitted to the CDE after 4 p.m. on Tuesday, November 13, 2018, will be disqualified. Postmarks will not be accepted. Applications that are sent by guaranteed, overnight, priority mail, or other means must include verifiable documentation from the delivery service assuring delivery date by the due date and time. Dates printed on Mobile Bar Codes, such as the Quick Response Codes available at the US Postal Service, are not considered postmark dates for the purpose of determining the timely filing of an application.
· Application narratives not uploaded and submitted as final into FAAST prior to 4 p.m. on Tuesday, November 13, 2018, will be disqualified.
· Applicants on the federal debarment list will be disqualified.
· A Cover Page without an original “wet” Authorized Signature or without a Designee signature submitted with a copy of a recent governing board resolution or minutes clearly authorizing the Designee to accept and sign as a proxy for financial statements and legally binding documents will be disqualified. All signatures must be original “wet” signatures using blue ink. Applications that are submitted with signature stamps, electronic stamps, or any form of reproduced stamp will be disqualified.
· If an application is jointly submitted by more than one co-applicant, then all co-applicants must sign the application Cover Page. If a co-applicant fails to sign the Cover Page, the co-applicant will be dropped from the application, and the applicant will not receive priority for a joint submission. All signatures must be original “wet” signatures using blue ink. If a co-applicant uses a signature stamp, electronic stamp, or any form of reproduced stamp, they will be dropped from the application.
· Applications with more than one FAAST narrative submission per ASSIST application identification number will be contacted by the CDE and asked to select one of the submitted narratives. Multiple narratives submitted under one ASSIST application are not allowable. All 21st CCLC elementary and middle school sites should be listed in one single application in ASSIST with one corresponding FAAST narrative. Likewise, all ASSETs sites should be listed in one single application in ASSIST with one corresponding FAAST narrative.
2. Individual School Site Disqualifications
· Schools that are not Title I schoolwide PI programs (or Title I schools that have been determined by the LEA to be in need of intervention and support) and will serve the families of these students will be disqualified.
· A Signature and Approvals form without an original “wet” signature by the school site principals, or executive director/principal of a direct-funded charter school will be disqualified. All signatures must be original “wet” signatures using blue ink. If a school site principal, executive director/principal of a direct-funded charter school uses a signature stamp, electronic stamp, or any form of reproduced stamp that site will be disqualified.
· A renewing or current grantee school that is not in Good Standing for FY 2018–19 at the time the application documents are submitted to the CDE and uploaded into FAAST by 4 p.m., Tuesday, November 13, 2018, will be disqualified.
Once the hard copy application packet is received, applications will be screened by CDE staff based on the disqualification criteria listed above, submission of all required signatures on forms as identified on the Application Checklist in Section X, and other requirements identified throughout this RFA. Applicants that are disqualified based on the CDE screening will be notified in November or December 2018.
V. [bookmark: _Toc514869272][bookmark: _Toc520984753]Application and Program Requirements
A. [bookmark: _Toc329887877][bookmark: _Toc330227483][bookmark: _Ref334184527][bookmark: _Ref335222318][bookmark: _Toc364779630][bookmark: _Toc440528998][bookmark: _Toc514869273][bookmark: _Toc520984754]Application Narrative
The Quality Standards for Expanded Learning Programs in California (Quality Standards) provide the framework for the online application narrative. Refer to the 21st Century Application Questions (see Attachment 1) for specific questions that must be addressed in the application narrative. Page and space limitations for each question are indicated in the online application system, which is discussed later in this RFA. The responses required address Quality Standards indicators and 21st Century after school programs requirements (20 U.S.C. Section 7174) that include:
1. A description of the activities to be funded, including:
a. Assurance that the program will take place in a safe and easily accessible facility
b. A description of how students participating in the program carried out by the community learning center will travel safely to and from the center and home, if applicable
c. A description of how the eligible entity will disseminate information about the community learning center (including its location) to the community in a manner that is understandable and accessible
2. A description of how such activities are expected to improve student academic achievement as well as overall student success
3. A demonstration of how the proposed program will coordinate federal, state, and local programs, and make the most effective use of public resources
4. Assurance that the proposed program was developed and will be carried out:
a. In active collaboration with the schools that participating students attend (including, through the sharing of relevant data among the schools), all participants of the eligible entity, and any partnership entities (described below in item 8), in compliance with applicable laws relating to privacy and confidentiality
b. In alignment with the challenging state academic standards and any local academic standards
5. A description of how the activities will meet the measures of effectiveness described in 20 U.S.C. Section 7175(b) (see Section K, Measures of Program Effectiveness in this RFA)
6. Assurance that the program will target students who primarily attend schools eligible for schoolwide programs under 20 U.S.C. Section 6314 and the families of such students
7. Assurance that subgrant funds under this part will be used to increase the level of state, local, and other nonfederal funds that would, in the absence of funds under this part, be made available for programs and activities authorized under this part, and in no case supplant federal, state, local, or nonfederal funds
8. A description of the partnership between an eligible entity and external organizations, if available, in the community
9. An evaluation of the community needs, available resources for the community learning center, and a description of how the program proposed to be carried out in the center will address those needs (including the needs of working families)
10. A demonstration that the eligible entity will use best practices, including research- or evidence-based practices, to provide educational and related activities that will complement and enhance academic performance, achievement, postsecondary and workforce preparation, and positive youth development of the students
11. A description of a preliminary plan for how the community learning center will continue after funding ends
12. Assurance that the community has been given notice of an intent to submit an application and that the application and any waiver request will be available for public review after submission of the application. Each applicant must provide notice to the community to be served by the 21st Century Program of its intent to submit an application. Applicants can meet this requirement by posting a public notice in the local newspaper, a parent or community newsletter, or an electronic notice on the applicant’s website
13. If the eligible entity plans to use volunteers to carry out activities at the community learning center, a description of how the eligible entity will encourage and use appropriately qualified persons to serve as the volunteers
B. [bookmark: _Toc514869274][bookmark: _Toc520984755]Authorized Activities
Applicants may include a description of a broad array of activities in their application narratives that advance student academic achievement and support student success (20 U.S.C. Section 7175[a]), including:
1. Academic enrichment learning programs, mentoring programs, remedial education activities, and tutoring services, that are aligned with:
a. The challenging state academic standards and any local academic standards; and
b. Local curricula that are designed to improve student academic achievement
2. Well-rounded education activities, including such activities that enable students to be eligible for credit recovery or attainment
3. Literacy education programs, including financial literacy programs and environmental literacy programs
4. Programs that support a healthy and active lifestyle, including nutritional education and regular, structured physical activity programs
5. Services for individuals with disabilities
6. Programs that provide after school activities for students who are English learners and that emphasize language skills and academic achievement
7. Cultural programs
8. Telecommunications and technology education programs
9. Expanded library service hours
10. Parenting skills programs that promote parental involvement and family literacy
11. Programs that provide assistance to students who have been truant, suspended, or expelled to allow them to improve their academic achievement;
12. Drug- and violence-prevention programs and counseling programs
13. Programs that build skills in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM), including computer science, and that foster innovation in learning by supporting nontraditional STEM education teaching methods
14. Programs that partner with in-demand fields of the local workforce or build career competencies and career readiness and ensure that local workforce and career readiness skills are aligned with the Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education Improvement Act of 2006 (20 U.S.C. 2301) and the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (29 U.S.C. 3101)
15. Summer/supplemental learning loss
16. Social-Emotional skills that help students set and achieve positive goals, feel and show empathy for others, establish and maintain positive relationships, make responsible decisions, and understand and manage emotions
Please refer to the 21st Century Program Application Questions (see Attachment 1) for the specific questions that must be addressed in the application narrative. Page and space limitations for each question are indicated in the FAAST online application system.
C. [bookmark: _Toc514869275][bookmark: _Toc520984756]Program Elements (After School Safety and Enrichment for Teens)
A high school after school program established pursuant to EC Section 8421(b) shall consist of the following two elements:
1.	An academic assistance element that shall include, but need not be limited to, at least one of the following: tutoring, career exploration, homework assistance, or college preparation, including information about the Cal Grant Program established pursuant to Chapter 1.7 (commencing with EC Section 69430) of Part 42 of Division 5 of Title 3. The assistance shall be coordinated with the regular academic programs of the pupils (EC Section 8421[b][1][A]); and
2.	An enrichment element that may include, but need not be limited to, community service, career and technical education, job readiness, opportunities for mentoring and tutoring younger pupils, service learning, arts, computer and technology training, physical fitness, and recreation activities (EC Section 8421[b][2]).
D. [bookmark: _Toc514869276][bookmark: _Toc520984757]Equitable Access Narrative (if applicable)
The Equitable Access application narrative should provide a thorough assessment of site-specific needs for Equitable Access to 21st Century programs. Refer to the 21st Century Equitable Access Application Questions (see Attachment 3) for specific questions that must be addressed in the application narrative. Page and space limitations for each question are indicated in the FAAST online application system.
E. [bookmark: _Toc514869277][bookmark: _Toc520984758]Allowable and Nonallowable Expenditures
Funds must supplement, not supplant, existing services and may not be used to supplant federal, state, local, or nonfederal funds. Programs may not use 21st CCLC funds to pay for existing levels of service funded from any other source. An agency must ensure that each of those schools receives all of the federal, state, and local funds it would have received in the absence of the 21st Century funds. The 21st Century funds may not be used for new construction, entertainment, and purchases not directly related to requirements of the grant. All purchases must be reasonable and necessary.
[bookmark: _Toc329887885][bookmark: _Toc330227491][bookmark: _Toc440529006]For additional policy guidance about direct services, administrative costs, and allowable costs, please visit the CDE Direct Services and Administrative Costs Guidance web page at https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/ex/dirctservguidance.asp and the CDE Field Trip and Recognition Guidance web page at https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/ex/fieldtripguide.asp.
F. [bookmark: _Toc514869278][bookmark: _Toc520984759]Budget
The grant award cycle will be for five years; however, Grant Award Notifications (AO-400s) will be allocated in annual increments. The AO-400 must be signed and resubmitted every year for the life of the grant award cycle. Carryover from one FY to the next is not allowable for 21st Century grants. Applicants must retain documentation of their budgets for audit and state monitoring purposes.
G. [bookmark: _Toc514869279][bookmark: _Toc520984760]Payment Schedule
Payments will be issued in three increments each year (EC Section 8484.8[e][4][A]). A list of reporting due dates for 21st Century Programs is available on the 21st Century Reporting Due Dates CDE web page at https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/ex/duedates21stcclc.asp. Payments will be withheld if reporting requirements are not met or if the grantee has invoices outstanding for more than 90 days (EC Section 8483.7[a][1][A][vi]).
	Percent of the Total Funded Grant Amount Paid Annually
	Reporting Requirements

	65 percent
	Payment will be processed within 30 days upon the CDE’s receipt of a signed AO-400.

	25 percent
	Payment upon expending 80 percent of the first 65 percent.

	10 percent
	Payment upon expending 90 percent or greater of the grant award.


H. [bookmark: _Toc514869280][bookmark: _Toc520984761]Free and Reduced-Price Meals
The FRPM data used in the Funding Priority process will be the data reported to the CDE in the CALPADS during the 2017–18 school year. The CDE will obtain data on the percentage of students eligible for FRPM from the FY 2017–18 FRPM downloadable file. Please visit the CDE Student Poverty FRPM Data web page at https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sd/sd/filessp.asp. The data used represents the count of the FRPM eligible students ages five through seventeen who were enrolled on Census Day, October 2017, and certified through the FY 2017–18 CALPADS Fall 1 submission. Alternative data sources will not be considered for this RFA, only FRPM data as reported through CALPADS.
Note: Verifiable 2017–18 data in CALPADS is required for applicants to be considered in the Funding Determination process.
I. [bookmark: _Toc514869282][bookmark: _Toc520984762]Consultation with Private Schools
Any applicant that is awarded a grant must provide equitable after school program services to private school students whose school is in the public school attendance area. To the extent consistent with the number of eligible children in areas served by programs covered by this section, a state education department, school district, education service agency, consortium of those agencies, or another entity receiving financial assistance under the program shall, after timely and meaningful consultation with appropriate private school officials, provide to those children and their teachers or other educational personnel, on an equitable basis, special educational services or other benefits that address their needs under the program (20 U.S.C. Section 7881[a][1]).
To identify the private schools located in the attendance area, please visit the CDE California School Directory web page at https://www.cde.ca.gov/re/sd/index.asp. Applicants must retain documentation of the private school consultation certification form for audit and state monitoring purposes. Please see additional information and guidance regarding private school consultation requirements on the CDE Guidance Document web page at https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/ps/.
J. [bookmark: _Toc514869283][bookmark: _Toc520984763]Measures of Program Effectiveness
Applicants that receive 21st Century funds must use measures of program effectiveness as described in 20 U.S.C. Section 7175(b). Grantees must assure that their measures are based on the following criteria:
1. Are based upon an assessment of objective data regarding the need for before and after school or summer/supplemental programs and activities in the school and communities (20 U.S.C. Section 7175[b][1][A]);
2. Are based upon an established set of performance measures aimed at ensuring the availability of high-quality academic enrichment opportunities (20 U.S.C. Section 7175[b][1][B]);
3. If appropriate, will be based upon evidence-based research that the program or activity will help students meet the challenging state academic standards and any local academic standards (20 U.S.C. Section 7175[b][1][C]);
4. Ensure the measures of student success align with the regular academic program of the school and the academic needs of participating students and include performance indicators and measures (20 U.S.C. Section 7175[b][1][D]); and
5. Collect the data necessary for the measures of student success described above (20 U.S.C. Section 7175[b][1][E]).
K. [bookmark: _Toc514869284][bookmark: _Toc520984764]Evaluation Requirements
Applicants receiving 21st Century program funds are required to undergo a periodic evaluation to assess the program’s progress toward achieving the goal of providing high-quality opportunities for academic enrichment and overall student success (20 U.S.C. 7175[b][2][A]). Results of these evaluations shall be:
1. Used to refine, improve, and strengthen the program or activity, and to refine the performance measures (20 U.S.C. 7175[b][2][B]), and
2. Made available upon public request, with public notice of such availability provided (20 U.S.C. 7175[b][2][B]).
Each grant program must meet all evaluation requirements, provide evaluation reports, and respond to any additional surveys or other methods of data collection that may be required throughout the life of the program as determined by the CDE (EC sections 8482.3[f][7], 8482.3[f][8], 8483.3[c][11], and 8484).
All grantees will be required to submit the following as part of their reporting requirements:
· Regular school day attendance using statewide pupil identifiers, for participating pupils who are unduplicated, at the school on an annual basis (EC sections 8484[a][1][A] and 8483.55[c][1][4])
· Program attendance for each student on a semiannual basis (EC Section 8484[a][1][B])
· Evidence of a data-driven program quality improvement process that is based on the department's guidance on program quality standards 
(EC Section 8484[a][2])
To the extent consistent with federal and state privacy laws, grantees may submit the following pupil data to an operator of an after school program or summer/supplemental program, or both, with which the grantee has a contract (EC Section 8484.1):
· School day attendance data (EC Section 8484.1[a])
· Statewide test and assessment scores (EC Section 8484.1[b])
· English language development test placement or reclassification scores (EC Section 8484.1[d])
· California Healthy Kids Survey results in aggregate form (EC Section 8484.1[e])
· Pupil engagement and behavioral data (EC Section 8484.1[f])
· Other academic measures, including grades and course completion (EC Section 8484.1[g])
VI. [bookmark: _Toc514869285][bookmark: _Toc520984765]Application Reviewers and Scoring
A. [bookmark: _Toc514869286][bookmark: _Toc520984766]Application Reviewers
Each grant application narrative will be read and scored through the FAAST online system. Application reviewers will be selected by the CDE for their expertise in providing effective academic, enrichment, youth development, and related services to children and will not include any applicant, or representative of an applicant, that has submitted an application for the current application period (20 U.S.C. Section 7171[b][5]).
The review period for the 21st Century grant application narratives will begin in November 2018 and continue through December 2018. Application reviewers will evaluate the application narratives to determine the extent to which the applications meet the program quality requirements under 20 U.S.C. sections 7174(b) and 7175.
B. [bookmark: _Toc514869287][bookmark: _Toc520984767]Questions to Be Answered by Applicants
Please see the Quality Standards for Expanded Learning in California web page at http://www.afterschoolnetwork.org/post/quality-standards-expanded-learning-california (2MB), which provides the framework for the rubric. Refer to Attachments 1 and 3 for specific questions that will be required in the narrative portion of the application.
C. [bookmark: _Toc520984768]Scoring
Reviewers will be asked to determine whether application narratives are either Passing or Not Passing, based on whether the narrative adequately describes a quality program using the criteria located in Attachments 2 and 4. If the reviewers determine that the narrative describes a quality program then the application will be determined as Passing and will move forward in the review process for funding priority consideration.
If the reviewers determine that the narrative does not describe a quality program, then the application will be determined as Not Passing and will not move forward in the review process. Applicants that receive a Not Passing score will be notified in writing by the CDE and be given the scores for each question in the rubric as determined by the reviewers. Comments from reviewers will not be requested from or provided by the reviewers, thus this will be the only feedback provided for the narrative review process. The professional judgment of the application reviewers will not be considered on appeal absent a showing that the CDE violated a state or federal statute or regulation. Priority will not be considered for those applications that receive a Not Passing score.
VII. [bookmark: _Toc514869289][bookmark: _Toc520984769]Funding Priority
Applications that pass the narrative review will move forward for funding priority consideration. Funding priority will then be determined for each individual school site listed in the application.
According to both federal and state law, funding priority shall be given to 21st Century applications and/or schools if they meet any of the following criteria
	21st Century Community Learning Centers and After School Safety and Enrichment for Teens Priority Items
	Statutory Authority

	The application proposes to target services to students who primarily attend Title 1 schools that: (1) are implementing comprehensive support and improvement activities, or targeted support and improvement activities under 20 U.S.C. Section 6311(d), or (2) other schools determined by the LEA to be in need of intervention and support (also Title 1) to improve student academic achievement and other outcomes, and serve the families of such students.
	20 U.S.C. Section 7174(i)(1)(A)(I)

	The application proposes to target services to schools that enroll students who may be at risk for academic failure, dropping out of school, involvement in criminal or delinquent activities, or who lack strong positive role models, and serve families of such students.
	20 U.S.C. Section 7174(i)(1)(A)(II)

	The application is jointly submitted by at least one Title I LEA and another eligible entity, or
Demonstrates that the LEA or entity is unable to partner with a CBO in reasonable geographic proximity and of sufficient quality.
Note: A justification narrative for why an applicant is unable to partner with a CBO may be considered by the CDE in order to receive priority consideration for this item. The justification narrative must be included in the application materials submitted to the CDE by the application deadline. The justification narrative does not apply to applicants that are able to partner with a CBO.
	20 U.S.C. Section 7174(i)(1)(B)
20 U.S.C. Section 7174(i)(2)

	Funds must supplement, not supplant, existing services and may not be used to supplant federal, state, local, or nonfederal funds. Programs may not use 21st CCLC funds to pay for existing levels of service funded from any other source.
	20 U.S.C. Section 7174(i)(1)(C)



	21st Century Community Learning Centers Priority Items Only
	Statutory Authority

	The applicant will provide year-round expanded learning programming at the school, including programs that complement ASES or 21st CCLC funded programs. Year-round expanded learning programs are defined as any combination of year-round programming, summer/supplemental programming to complement an existing ASES or 21st CCLC after school program, or an after school program to complement an existing 21st CCLC summer/supplemental program. The applicant is not required to be the same entity that operates the existing program, but shall identify the grantee with whom the applicant is coordinating for the purpose of providing year-round programming.
	EC Section 8484.8(e)(3)

	Replacing the school’s expiring Cohort 9 21st CCLC grants if the program has satisfactorily met grant requirements.
	EC Section 8484.8(e)(7)



	21st Century After School Safety and Enrichment for Teens Priority Items Only
	Statutory Authority

	Programs that previously received funding for an ASSETs grant, that is not currently expiring, proposing an expansion to the existing grant (up to the per site maximum), or programs replacing expiring grants that have satisfactorily met their projected attendance goals.
	EC Section 8422(a)


For 21st CCLC, the maximum number of priorities is six, and for ASSETs, the maximum number of priorities is five. Funding priority begins with school sites that meet the maximum number of priority items and will continue as far down into subsequent priority groups as funding is available for each geographic category.
If there are more applications than available funds within a priority group, then applications will be ordered, and funded, from highest to lowest percent FRPM. If there are two equal FRPM scores within a priority item group, then the overall count of passing scores for each question in the application narrative, as determined by the reviewers, will be used as a tiebreaker This process will continue until all funds are exhausted.
School sites requesting Equitable Access funds will be funded only if their after school base grant has been funded through this RFA and the EA application narrative is passed by the reviewers (see Rubric for Equitable Access Application Narrative, Attachment 4). Funds are limited to $25,000 per site (EC Section 8484.8[b]).
VIII. [bookmark: _Toc514869290][bookmark: _Toc520984770]Geographic Funding Distribution
Once the funding priority has been determined for each site, the CDE will next determine the geographic funding distribution based on federal (20 U.S.C. Section 7174[f]) and state statutes. According to state requirements (EC Section 8423[a][1] and EC Section 8484.8[k][1]), equitable distribution of funds shall be awarded to applicants in northern, central, and southern California, and in urban and rural areas of the state. The following definitions will be utilized for the geographic funding determination:
1. Northern California means California County Superintendents Educational 
Services Association regions 1 through 4, inclusive (EC Section 
8423[a][2][B] and 8484.8[k][2][B]).
2. Central California means California County Superintendents Educational 
Services Association regions 5 through 8, inclusive (EC Section 
8423[a][2][A] and EC Section 8484.8[k][2][A]).
3. Southern California means California County Superintendents Educational 
Services Association regions 9 through 11, inclusive (EC Section 8423[a][2][C] and 8484.8[k][2][C]).
4. Urban and rural areas shall be as defined by the United States Census 
Bureau (EC Section 8423[a][2][D] and 8484.8[k][2][D]).
School sites in an application will be assigned to one of six geographic funding categories. Sites will be placed in order based on funding priorities and then FRPM percentage. The six geographic funding categories are as follows:
1. Northern-Urban
2. Northern-Rural
3. Central-Urban
4. Central-Rural
5. Southern-Urban
6. Southern-Rural
Funding amounts per geographic funding category will be based on the statutory requirements for how funds are to be allocated for the 21st Century and will be based on the percentage of students that qualify for FRPM compared with the statewide total number of students, per geographic category.
Sites can determine their Rural and Urban Classifications by visiting the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) online tool at https://nces.ed.gov/ccd/schoolsearch/ and entering the search criteria as directed. Sites in the NCES database are identified in one of the following classifications:
	Urban Classification
	Rural Classification

	11—City, Large
	31—Town, Fringe

	12—City, Midsize
	32—Town, Distant

	13—City, Small
	33—Town, Remote

	21—Suburb, Large
	41—Rural, Fringe

	22—Suburb, Midsize
	42—Rural, Distant

	23—Suburb, Small
	43—Rural, Remote


If a school site is unable to identify their classification using the NCES website, then the CDE will determine their classification by identifying adjacent schools surrounding the school site.
IX. [bookmark: _Toc514869291][bookmark: _Toc520984771][bookmark: _Ref364175831][bookmark: _Ref364175838][bookmark: _Ref364175883][bookmark: _Ref364175900][bookmark: _Ref364175912][bookmark: _Ref364175920][bookmark: _Ref364175934][bookmark: _Ref364175948][bookmark: _Ref364175960][bookmark: _Toc364779657][bookmark: _Toc440529019]Appeals
A. [bookmark: _Toc514869292][bookmark: _Toc520984772]Letter of Appeal
Applicants who wish to appeal the email notification of CDE screening disqualification or intent to award decision must submit a letter of appeal to the CDE within 30 days of the CDE’s action. Appeals are limited to the grounds that the CDE’s action(s) violates a state or federal statute or regulation. The professional judgment of the application reviewers will not be considered on appeal absent a showing that the CDE violated a state or federal statute or regulation. An applicant may be represented by counsel.
The letter of appeal must have an original “wet” signature in blue ink from the Authorized Signature or the Designee. The appeal should be mailed or hand delivered to:
21st Century Grant Application Appeals
California Department of Education
Expanded Learning Division
1430 N Street, Suite 3400
Sacramento, CA 95814-5901
The CDE must receive the Letter of Appeal within 30 calendar days of the email notification of disqualification or the intent to award announcement posted on the CDE web page. Postmarks will not be considered. Emailed letters of appeal will not be accepted.
The letter of appeal shall include:
1. A clear, concise statement of the action being appealed,
2. The legal authority (statute and/or regulation) relied upon for the appeal position,
3. The specific evidence being submitted to support the appeal, and
4. The specific remedy sought.
B. [bookmark: _Toc514869293][bookmark: _Toc520984773]Hearing
If an applicant timely requests a hearing, it will be held within thirty (30) calendar days of receipt of the letter of appeal. At least 10 calendar days’ written notice of the time and place of the hearing will be given. The hearing will be on the record.
1. Hearing on the Record
a. A hearing on the record is a process for the orderly presentation of evidence and arguments by the parties (applicant and EXLD staff).
b. An impartial panel conducts the hearing entirely on the basis of briefs and other written submissions unless—
i. The impartial panel determines, after reviewing all appropriate submissions, that an evidentiary hearing is needed to resolve a material factual issue in dispute
ii. The impartial panel determines, after reviewing all appropriate submissions, that oral argument is needed to clarify the issues in the case,
iii. At the party’s request, if after consultation with the parties in person or by conference telephone call, the impartial panel determines that an evidentiary hearing or an oral argument is needed.
C. [bookmark: _Toc514869294][bookmark: _Toc520984774]Decision
1. The impartial panel shall issue a decision in writing, by 10 calendar days after the submission of the case. The panel shall send the decision by registered mail to the representatives of the applicant. The decision shall be the final administrative action afforded the applicant.
2. The CDE may rescind its earlier Disqualification based on the panel’s decision.
3. If the CDE does not rescind its final administrative action, the applicant may appeal to the Secretary of the US Department of Education (Secretary). The applicant shall file a notice of appeal with the Secretary within 20 days after the applicant has been notified by the CDE of the results of the CDE’s review.
Appeals to the Secretary should be sent to:
US Department of Education
Assistant Secretary for the Office of Elementary and Secondary Education
400 Maryland Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20202


X. [bookmark: _Toc514869295][bookmark: _Toc520984775]Application Checklist
Required ASSIST Form Submissions – Applicants that do not have an existing logon to access and apply through ASSIST may request a hard copy application up until the day prior to the application due date. Please contact the RFA helpdesk for further information and instructions (see Contact Information at the beginning of the RFA). Applicants with ASSIST logons must complete the application using ASSIST.
Each of the forms listed below must be downloaded, completed, signed (original “wet” signatures in blue ink), and submitted in hard copy to the CDE no later than Tuesday, November 13, 2018 at 4 p.m. or the application will be DISQUALIFIED. Postmarks will NOT be accepted.
· Cover Page (refer to Required Signatures and Assurances Section)
· Authorized Designee Form (refer to Required Signatures and Assurances Section)
· Signature and Approvals (refer to Required Signatures and Assurances Section)
· Award Calculator (no signatures required)
· Off-site Program Information (ONLY if proposing to run a program at a location other than the regular school day site; no co-applicant signatures required)
· Private School Consultation Certification (refer to Consultation with Private Schools Section; no co-applicant signatures required)
· Funding Priority Certification (refer to Funding Priority Section(s); no co-applicant signatures required)
Additional ASSIST Forms—Each of the forms listed below must be entered into ASSIST manually by the applicant, but are no longer hard copy submission requirements. Applicants should retain these forms for their records.
· Core Grant Budget
· Equitable Access Grant Budget
· Disqualification Form
· Certified Assurances
Additional Form Download (located on the CDE website—not in ASSIST)
· Federal Funding Accountability and Transparency Act Subaward Reporting Form (Note: this form is only required for non-LEAs that have not previously received 21st Century federal funds from the CDE; A sub-grantee, as indicated on the form, is the applicant submitting the application; no co-applicant signatures required)
· Funding Priority Certification Justification Narrative (if unable to submit jointly; refer to Funding Priority Section(s); no signatures required)
FAAST Application Narrative—Each of the items listed below must be entered or uploaded into FAAST and Submitted as Final no later than Tuesday, November 13, 2018, at 4 p.m. No hard-copy submissions to the CDE are required or will be accepted as completion of these items. Only one FAAST narrative is allowable per ASSIST application.
· Input the Grant Application identification number located on the ASSIST forms into the FAAST online application system (see the 21st Century Grant Application Identification Number located at the top of the ASSIST forms)
· Upload the Application Narrative and supporting attachments into the FAAST online application system and Submit as Final. 
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[bookmark: _Toc514869296][bookmark: _Toc520984776]21st Century Application Questions
The Quality Standards for Expanded Learning in California provide the framework for the 21st Century Application questions, which must be answered online through the online Financial Assistance Application Submittal Tool (FAAST). The questions address 21st Century expanded learning program requirements and Quality Standards indicators considered essential for a high-quality expanded learning program.
Application reviewers will read each application as a whole (i.e., holistic approach) and score the narratives as Passing or Not Passing after considering individual responses to questions (i.e., focused approach).
The Expanded Learning Division adopted the Quality Standards and introduced requirements for continuous quality improvement to help programs to engage in reflection and be intentional about program management practices and activities for students. Applicants are encouraged to respond to all questions, considering the needs of the expanded learning program community (i.e., collaborating with all stakeholders and designing the program with the intent of encouraging student success). Describing the community needs is under Quality Standard 8—Clear Vision, Mission, and Purpose; however, being intentional about meeting the needs of the community is part of every Quality Standard. For example:
· How and what type of healthy nutritional practices will be in place that will meet the needs and interests of the students being served and their families?
· What communication strategies work better for maintaining strong relationships with the principal or parents at a specific school in that community?
· Considering the students served by the program and the community they live in, what are the best ways to encourage students to meet, discuss concerns, and provide feedback to the program? What are the issues in the community that would spark their interest in taking leadership roles?
· What sustainability plan makes sense for the type of community where the program is located?
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Each section and corresponding question will appear in the FAAST online system along with specific page and space limitations.
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1—Safe and Supportive Environment
1. If the program will be located off campus, how will students travel safely to and from the program site?
2. What initiatives and measures will be taken by the program to create safety procedures that are aligned with the instructional day, including regular staff training and practice drills with students and staff?
3. How will the program provide a safe and supportive environment for the developmental, social emotional, and physical needs of students?
1—Promising Practices for High-Quality Programs
· Staff members are easily identifiable to students, families, and other stakeholders (e.g., staff shirts, vests, badges).
· Staff, students, families, and school partners understand where students are located throughout the duration of the program.
· Staff members are trained in safety and first aid.
· Incidents will be clearly documented (i.e., written reports and phone records), and communicated to the appropriate people and/or entities.
· Program will maintain a current and easily accessible list of emergency contacts for students.
· Program will provide an environment that supports nurturing and supportive relationships.
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· Staff and students share the responsibility of creating a sense of community.
2—Active and Engaged Learning
1. In what ways are the planned program activities engaging and based on the school and community needs for an after school, before school, intersession, vacation, weekend, or summer/supplemental program? (For After School Safety and Enrichment for Teens, provide examples for both secondary and workforce preparation).
An applicant that offers summer/supplemental programming to complement existing After School Education and Safety or 21st Century Community Learning Centers funded after school programs is not required to be the same entity that operates the existing program, but must identify the grantee with whom it is coordinating for the purpose of providing year-round programming (California Education Code Section 8484.8[e][3]).
2. How are the program activities expected to contribute to the improvement of student academic achievement as well as overall student success?
3. How will student feedback, assessments, evaluations, and integration with the instructional day be used to guide the development of training, curricula, and projects that will meet students’ needs and interests?
2—Promising Practices for High-Quality Programs
· The program provides a variety of hands-on, project-based activities.
· Activities are engaging and of high interest and relevance to the lives of the students.
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· The program is designed to promote active learning.
3—Skill Building
1. What 21st Century knowledge and/or skill(s) will students master when participating in projects, activities, and events based on the specific student needs at a site or groups of sites?
(Please visit the Information about 21st Century Skills found at the California Department of Education’s (CDE’s) Partnership for 21st Century Skills web page at https://www.cde.ca.gov/eo/in/cr/p21cskls.asp).
3—Promising Practices for High-Quality Programs
· The program intentionally links its goals and curricula with 21st Century skills (e.g., creativity, critical thinking, and information and communication technology).
· Activities are engaging and sequenced to provide students with the opportunity to achieve mastery.
· The program provides hands-on, project-based learning that will result in culminating products or events.
· There are opportunities for students to work in collaborative group settings and practice teambuilding and effective communication.
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· Students are able to make linkages between program activities and their lives outside of the program.
4—Youth Voice and Leadership
1. What opportunities and physical meeting location/space are provided to students where they can share their viewpoints, concerns, or interests (i.e., student advisory group) that will impact program practices, curricula, or policies, including opportunities for student leadership?
2. How will students in lower grades be able to make choices when participating in program activities, and how will students in higher grades actively exercise their leadership skills in addressing real-world problems that they identify in their communities (e.g., service-learning)?
4—Promising Practices for High-Quality Programs
· The program gathers student input when designing the program and activities.
· Students are provided with ongoing leadership opportunities that help staff plan the program.
· There is shared ownership of the program by both staff and students.
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· The staff is trained to facilitate youth voice and to recognize the leadership potential of all students.
5—Healthy Choices and Behaviors
1. What types of healthy practices and program activities will be aligned with the school wellness plan?
2. How will the program incorporate healthy nutritional practices, and what types of daily developmentally appropriate and/or research-based physical activities will the program conduct? Include any collaborative partnerships with wellness organizations.
3. How will the program staff model a healthy lifestyle and maintain a healthy culture and environment?
5—Promising Practices for High-Quality Programs
· The program promotes student well-being through daily physical activity.
· Staff members model good nutritional choices and participation in physical activities during the program.
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· Staff understand how the knowledge and behaviors around health contribute to the academic performance and the social-emotional well-being of the students.
6—Diversity, Access, and Equity
1. How will information about the program, including its address, be disseminated and made understandable and accessible to the community?
2. How will information about the program be communicated to all students at the school site to encourage diverse participation?
3. How will the program create an environment that promotes diversity and provide activities and opportunities to celebrate students’ cultural and unique backgrounds?
4. How will the program reach out and provide support to students with disabilities, English learners (ELs), and other students who have potential barriers so they can participate in the program?
6—Promising Practices for High-Quality Programs
· The program states its explicit commitment to diversity and equity through its outreach materials and/or policies.
· The program promotes an environment in which staff and students are comfortable sharing from their diverse backgrounds.
· The program provides a welcoming environment by representing the diversity of students though program activities, curricula, displays, and communication.
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· Accommodations and/or adaptations are made to provide access to the program and its activities to all students.
7—Quality Staff
1. What is the planned recruitment and hiring process for staff, and how will staff members’ experience, knowledge, and interests be considered?
2. If the program will use volunteers, how will recruitment of volunteers be conducted to ensure they are qualified persons? (Indicate if program(s) will not use volunteers.)
3. What type of continuous professional development will be provided to staff, and what is the schedule?
7—Promising Practices for High-Quality Programs
· The program actively attempts to recruit and hire qualified staff members representative of the community of the students served.
· The staff is committed to building positive relationships with each other, their students, and parents.
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· The program supports staff with information about program requirements, budgets, and any information that affects the day-to-day operation of the program.
8—Clear Vision, Mission, and Purpose
1. What are the needs of the students in the specific communities (by program site or groups of similar program sites), how are the needs identified (i.e., the methods and how effective they are), the resources available, and how will those needs be addressed, including the needs of working families? (Community needs could be assessed in terms of, including but not limited to, percentage of ELs, dropout and absenteeism rates, academic performance, health-related factors, family-related stresses, and other community factors).
2. How has the program engaged or how will it engage stakeholders (i.e., principal, instructional day teachers and other instructional day staff, families, students, program staff, community members, and other partners) in the creation of the program mission, vision, goals, and expected outcomes based on the needs of the specific community?
What strategies will be used to share the program’s mission, vision, goals, and expected outcomes with stakeholders?
8—Promising Practices for High-Quality Programs
· The program monitors its progress toward its goals and outcomes.
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· Activities are designed to reflect the mission, vision, and purpose and make progress toward the program’s goals and desired outcomes.
9—Collaborative Partnerships
1. What system will be in place to ensure a collaborative and complementary partnership with the instructional day staff?
2. Which federal, state, local programs, or community-based organization(s) will be key partners with the expanded learning program? For each key partnership, include:
a. The name of the partner(s).
b. How the partnership will benefit the program (resources and/or support received).
c. How often the program will meet with the partner(s) at the grant and site level.
d. Written agreements (these may be uploaded as separate attachments in FAAST).
3. What ongoing outreach efforts will take place with other potential public and private programs partners in the community (rural and frontier programs might need to seek resources outside of their immediate communities)?
4. What culturally and/or linguistically appropriate strategies will be used to engage families as advocates for their children’s education and healthy development?
9—Promising Practices for High-Quality Programs
· When developing formal partnerships, the program will have written agreements and hold regular meetings, including site staff, to agree on program goals design, program impact on students, and areas of growth based on program evaluation.
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· Staff members are made aware of services in the community and school in order to communicate and connect parents to information and available services.
10—Continuous Quality Improvement
1. What measures of student success (e.g., school attendance, students and parent satisfaction, academic improvement, feedback from instructional day teachers) will be collected to help the program(s) assess and improve the quality of academic enrichment opportunities? How are these measures coherent with the instructional day and the goals of the program?
2. How (i.e., methods, tools, strategies, and frequencies) will the program engage in a data-driven continuous quality improvement (CQI) process (i.e., assess program quality, plan, improve program quality) based on the Quality Standards for Expanded Learning in California? Please visit the Quality Standards for Expanded Learning in California web page at http://www.afterschoolnetwork.org/post/quality-standards-expanded-learning-california (2MB).
What are the timelines, roles of staff and other stakeholders, and how will the results of the assessment(s) lead to site-specific program improvement plans to help refine, improve, and strengthen the quality of the program? Please visit the CDE Guidelines for a Quality Improvement Process web page at https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/ex/cqiguidance.asp.
10—Promising Practices for High-Quality Programs
· The program will establish a clearly defined CQI process (i.e., assess, plan, and improve) with a program improvement plan that outlines improvement goals and action steps through feedback from staff, students, parents, and kindergarten through twelfth grade partners and monitors progress toward goals and outcomes.
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· All staff members are aware of the improvement goals, related activities of the site’s program improvement plan, and any role and/or responsibilities they have in implementing the plan.
11—Program Management
1. How will the program funding relate to the program vision, mission, and goals for each site or groups of sites (budgets may be uploaded as separate attachments in FAAST)?
2. What is the program organizational structure and role of staff (e.g., “Staff responsible for homework support for grade three and science activities for grades three through five.”), lines of supervision for each site or groups of sites, frequency of meetings, and methods of communication?
3. What strategies will be used to create and maintain relationships and ensure communication with external stakeholders such as parents, subcontractors, and community partners?
How will managers at all levels develop their leadership skills and stay apprised of research and best practices in the field of expanded learning?
11—Promising Practices for High-Quality Programs
· The program will have the appropriate insurance to protect staff, administrators, volunteers, students, and parents.
· The program will maintain written agreements that define roles and responsibilities of all subcontractors and partners.
· The program will keep a well-documented budget with line-item expenses and the duration and amount of each revenue source.
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The program will revisit its budget regularly and allow flexibility for managers at the program and site levels to make allocation decisions as needed throughout the year.
12—Sustainability
1. What sustainability plan is in place that will allow the program to continue when the grant ends?
What are possible partnerships and funding sources, what is the schedule for revisiting the sustainability plan, and who is responsible for resource development?
12—Promising Practices for High-Quality Programs
· Staff has strategic plans to use current funding efficiently.
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The program, staff, and participants continually share their experiences and success with supporters to honor their contributions.
[bookmark: _Toc514869297][bookmark: _Toc520984777]21st Century Rubric for Application Narrative
Passing—
Provided information that was clear and complete. Needs of the community were adequately described and addressed using data. Demonstrated ongoing partnerships with the community and regular instructional day.
Not Passing—
Provided information that was not clear and not complete. Needs of the community were vague and failed to demonstrate or discuss ongoing partnerships with the community and regular instructional day.
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[bookmark: _Toc514869298][bookmark: _Toc520984778]21st Century Equitable Access Application Questions
The following questions must be addressed in the Equitable Access program narrative by all applicants. The rubric is based upon the California Department of Education’s Twelve Quality Standards for Expanded Learning Programs. Applicants should consider the program elements as described in the Equitable Access Narrative section of this Request for Applications.
Each section and corresponding question will appear in the Financial Assistance Application Submittal Tool online system along with specific page and space limitations.
1—Transportation and Access Needs
1. How were the transportation needs and access to the program(s) assessed?
2. What are the transportation and access issues for the program site(s) (e.g., programs located in rural areas, programs located off the school site, high crime neighborhoods)?
3. How many students in the 21st Century program are likely to be affected by a lack of access to programs, such as students receiving special education services or English Learners?
2—Meeting Program Access Needs
How does the plan provide for increased and Equitable Access to the 21st Century program participants (i.e., how the Equitable Access funds will improve or mitigate the access issues among students), including any current or potential collaborative partners?
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[bookmark: _Toc514869299][bookmark: _Toc520984779]21st Century Rubric for Equitable Access Application Narrative
Passing—
Provided information that was clear and complete. Analyzed student transportation needs and described how to increase student access to the program.
Not Passing—
Provided information that was not clear and not complete. Student transportation needs were vague, and failed to demonstrate how to increase student access to the program.
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[bookmark: _Toc514869300][bookmark: _Toc520984780]Key Terms
21st CCLC refers to the federally funded 21st Century Community Learning Centers for Elementary and Middle/Junior High School Program.
Applicant refers to the primary or lead agency or organization requesting funding through this Request for Application.
ASES refers to the state funded After School Education and Safety Program.
ASSETs refers to the federally funded 21st Century High School After School Safety and Enrichment for Teens program.
ASSIST refers to the online reporting After School Support and Information System.
Attendance area refers to the boundaries of the school district.
Authorized Signature refers to the signing executive of the organization. Authorized signatures from the following individuals are also acceptable:
· Local educational agency (LEA): Superintendent of an LEA, county offices of education or school district, or charter school governing board authorized signature
· School: Principal or executive director of a school
· Non-LEA co-applicant: The chief executive officer of the nonprofit or government agency (a county board of supervisors or city council)
Note: Designees will be accepted with a copy of a recent governing board’s resolution or minutes authorizing them to sign as a proxy for financial statements and legally binding documents.
CALPADS refers to the California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System.
CBO refers to a community-based organization.
CDE refers to the California Department of Education.
CDS Code refers to the County-District-School code assigned by the CDE when a school is established.
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Co-Applicant refers to a true partner (other than the named Applicant) that jointly submits the application and shares all decision-making and grant responsibilities with the applicant, including all assurances and fiscal reporting requirements. A co-applicant is required in order to receive priority as a jointly submitted application.
Disqualification refers to the ineligibility of an application or site if requirements are not met in accordance with the instructions as established in this RFA.
EC refers to the California Education Code.
ESEA refers to federal Elementary and Secondary Education Act intended to improve educational equity for students from lower-income families by providing federal funds to school districts serving economically disadvantaged students.
Eligible Entity refers to a local educational agency, community-based organization, Indian tribe or tribal organization, another public or private entity, or a consortium of two or more such agencies, organizations, or entities.
ESSA of 2015 refers to the reauthorization of the ESEA to Every Student Succeeds Act.
EXLD refers to the California Department of Education, Expanded Learning Division.
Expanded Learning Programs refer to before school, after school, or summer/supplemental learning programs that focus on developing the academic, social, emotional, and physical needs and interests of pupils through hands-on, engaging learning experiences. It is the intent of the Legislature that expanded learning programs are pupil-centered, results driven, include community partners, and complement, but do not replicate, learning activities in the regular school day and school year.
Federal Debarment refers to any applicant that has been banned, suspended, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from covered transactions by any federal department or agency. Agencies that are on the federal debarment list are excluded from federal procurement programs and from receiving federal grants or contracts.
FAAST refers to the Financial Assistance Application Submittal Tool, an online application system that allows potential funding recipients to apply for a grant offered by various state agencies. Applicants are required to upload their narratives into this online system.
Fiscal Year refers to the time period of July 1 through June 30
FRPM refers to Free and Reduced-Price Meals.
Geographic Funding Distribution refers to the six geographic categories of the state used for equitable funding determination (northern-urban, northern-rural, central-urban, central-rural, southern-urban, and southern-rural).
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Good Standing refers to the status of a current grantee’s completion of program reporting requirements.
Grantee refers to an applicant who has a current, approved grant (Form AO-400 Grant Award Notification) for ASES, 21st CCLC, or ASSETs grant funds.
Jointly Submitted refers to the applicant and co-applicant forming a commitment above and beyond having a community partnership. Joint submission requires one or more LEA and/or eligible entity to co-apply and sign all required documents as co-applicants, indicating their intent to and acceptance of, the responsibilities of the grant requirements as stated in the RFA. An applicant that is jointly submitted with another qualifying entity will receive this priority item.
LEA refers to the local educational agency, consisting of county offices of education, districts, and direct-funded charter schools.
Non-LEA refers to nonprofit and for-profit agencies, city and county government, and community-based organizations (including: faith-based organizations, private entities, private schools, and consortia of two or more of the above agencies).
Original Signature refers to an original “wet” signature, using blue ink, from an Authorized Signature, Designee, or Co-Applicant. For the purpose of this RFA, signature stamps, electronic stamps, or any form of reproduced stamp will not be considered as original.
Program Improvement refers to the formal designation for Title I-funded schools and LEAs that fail to make Adequate Yearly Progress for two consecutive reporting cycles.
Quality Standards refers to the Quality Standards for Expanded Learning in California.
RFA refers to this Request for Applications.
Sub-grantee refers to the applicant that is applying for 21st Century funds from the California Department of Education. This definition applies to the language contained in the Federal Funding Accountability and Transparency Act form.
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