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All Request for Applications (RFA) inquiries and correspondence should be directed to:
ASES Kids Code Grant Pilot Program Application
Expanded Learning Division
California Department of Education
1430 N Street, Suite 3400
Sacramento, CA 95814–5901
All RFA questions may be submitted online through the After School Education and Safety Program (ASES) Kids Code Grant Pilot Program RFA Helpdesk at expandedlearning@cde.ca.gov. Please indicate “ASES Kids Code RFA Question” in the email subject line.
Note: Applicants should consider all requirements for eligibility, disqualifications, funding priority, and geographic distribution categories prior to submitting an application.
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II. [bookmark: _Toc521930562]Purpose and Background
The purpose of the ASES Kids Code Grant Pilot Program (Kids Code Program) is to expand access to coding for students participating in existing ASES Programs. The Expanded Learning Division (EXLD) of the California Department of Education (CDE) will provide one-time grant funds to eligible ASES programs that focus on computer coding as part of their after school program curriculum. 
The total amount available is $15 million starting in fiscal year 2018–19 and continuing through fiscal year 2020–21. Funding is available to the 11 California County Superintendents Educational Services Association (CCSESA) regions (map located at https://ccsesa.org/regions/) per the table below:
	Region
	Current Number of ASES Sites
	Percent of Funding
	Available Kids Code Funding Amount per Region
	Potential Number of Kids Code Program Sites[footnoteRef:1] [1:  This potential range is based on applicants requesting the maximum amount of funding based on school enrollment.] 


	1
	107
	2.53
	$380,062
	4–7

	2
	150
	3.55
	$532,797
	6–10

	3
	236
	5.59
	$838,266
	10–16

	4
	427
	10.11
	$1,516,694
	19–30

	5
	225
	5.33
	$799,195
	10–16

	6
	197
	4.66
	$699,740
	8–14

	7
	404
	9.57
	$1,434,999
	17–28

	8
	254
	6.01
	$902,202
	11–18

	9
	570
	13.5
	$2,024,627
	25–40

	10
	481
	11.39
	$1,708,501
	21–34

	11
	1172
	27.75
	$4,162,917
	52–83

	Total
	4223
	100 %
	$15,000,000
	N/A


Grants will be awarded within each region to ASES sites based on the highest Free and Reduced Price Meal (FRPM) data. Applicants will only compete for funding against other applicants in their region. (See Grant Award Determination section for more detail.) 


Funding Categories: The funding categories listed below are the maximum three-year grant amounts per site determined by school enrollment for grades K–8. In the case of K–12 schools, grades K–9 can be counted. The CDE will use 2017–18 enrollment numbers from the CDE downloadable file dated April 2018. Please visit the CDE Enrollment by School web page at https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sd/sd/filesenr.asp. 
· Up to 600 enrollment—$50,000 over three years
· 601–899 enrollment—$65,000 over three years
· 900 + enrollment—$80,000 over three years
III. [bookmark: _Toc432411171][bookmark: _Toc364411690][bookmark: _Ref367706883][bookmark: _Toc414365040][bookmark: _Toc521930563]Administrative Program Requirements
[bookmark: _Toc521930564]Reporting Requirements
Attendance and expenditure reports are due each year by July 31 for each site funded. The CDE will withhold Kids Code Program payments in a manner consistent with their qualifying ASES Program funding if reports are not submitted. Grants may be terminated when a site or program does not comply with reporting requirements (Education Code (EC) Section 8483.7[a][1][A][vi]).
Attendance and expenditures for the Kids Code Program must be tracked and submitted separately from the ASES base grant. 
1. Attendance Reporting
Grantees will report Kids Code Program attendance separately from their ASES Program attendance based on the total amount of students involved in coding enrichment. Accurate attendance records must be kept using a clearly defined record keeping procedure. Actual student program attendance must be sent to the EXLD on an annual basis broken into two halves per year (first half is for July 1–December 31 and second half is for January 1–June 30) via the attendance reporting form.

Grant reductions based on attendance will not be applied to these grant funds.
2. Expenditure Reporting
Grantees will report Kids Code Program expenditures separately from their qualifying ASES Program expenditures. Each site will submit on an annual basis expenditure reports broken into four quarters (July 1–September 30, October 1–December 31, January 1–March 31, and April 10–June 30) via the expenditure report form.

Kids Code Program funds may be carried over into the next fiscal year within the three-year grant period, but not beyond the three-year grant period.
[bookmark: _Toc521930565][bookmark: _Toc414365046][bookmark: _Toc432411173]Operational Requirements
· The program site is the physical location where the ASES program activities and services are provided.
· Grant funds should be used to establish a coding class within an existing ASES program, during existing ASES hours.
[bookmark: _Toc521930566]Program Requirements
All Kids Code Programs should:
1. Offer high-quality coding curriculum and a commitment to provide instructional training to coding instructors utilizing a train-the-trainer model.
2. Establish a plan for sustaining the program beyond the three-year pilot program.
3. Inspire students, especially those from underrepresented and underserved populations, to consider science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) education and careers.
4. Incorporate a college and career component that includes information about growing STEM opportunities in education and careers, and STEM internships and field trips that expose youth to STEM college opportunities and careers.
5. Incorporate introductory digital literacy and responsible use of technology into its after school program curriculum.
6. Provide coding education a minimum of 60 days (at least one hour per day) and serve 25 percent of the ASES program enrollment. Coding Days[footnoteRef:2] may be included, however, cannot be counted as part of the 60 day minimum. [2:  Coding Days generally refers to special events outside of the regular school day in which coding or computer activities is the primary focus.] 

[bookmark: _Toc521930567]Supplementing Versus Supplanting
Grantees are to use Kids Code Program funds to supplement, but not supplant, local services. The funding for this program cannot be used as part of the ASES core program twenty-to-one student to staff ratio.
[bookmark: _Toc521930568]Allowable Expenditures
Kids Code Program activities should be aligned with, and documented in, the Program Requirements Narrative submitted with this application. The following is a list of expenditure examples for the Kids Code Program grant funds. For any items not listed please contact your CDE Regional Consultant.
· Wages and salaries for coding staff
· Travel for coding staff
· Staff development for ASES staff that will be involved in the coding program
· Equipment and software—i.e. computers, tablets, routers, computer cart
· Academic Enrichment Field Trips—aligned with computer science and/or digital literacy
· Transportation to Academic Enrichment Field Trips
· Instructional tools such as manipulative and/or classroom activities
· Honorarium for guest speakers/industry professionals 
Note: Capital Outlay Expenditures (as defined in Section VI) are not allowed. Local Educational Agency (LEA)s should consult with their appropriate finance/budget officers.
[bookmark: _Toc521930569]Determining Maximum Indirect Expenditures
Indirect costs cannot exceed the lesser of the following:
· The school district's indirect cost rate as approved by the CDE for the appropriate fiscal year.
· Five percent of the state program funding received pursuant to this article (EC Section 8483.9[a]).
Current indirect cost rates for LEAs are available on the CDE Indirect Cost Rates web page at https://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/ac/ic.
Indirect administrative costs may include general administration services to the program such as:
· Personnel
· Payroll
· Accounting
· Procurement
· Data processing
Administrative costs are not allowed for this grant.
[bookmark: _Toc521930570]Payments
Payments will be augmented as part of the regular ASES Program funding and be issued in three increments.
	Percent of the Total Funded Grant Amount
	Date Issued and Reporting Requirements

	40 percent in year one
	On receipt of the signed original grant award letter (AO-400)

	40 percent in year two
	On receipt of year one expenditure and attendance reports

	20 percent in year three
	On receipt of year two expenditure and attendance reports

10 percent will be withheld until the final attendance and expenditure reports are received.

Payments will only be made up to the amount expended through the three year pilot program. 


Payments will be withheld if reporting requirements are not met or if the grantee has invoices outstanding of more than 90 days (EC sections 8483.7[a][1][A][vi] and 8483.8[a]).
III. [bookmark: _Toc432411176][bookmark: _Toc361667290][bookmark: _Toc364411689][bookmark: _Ref367706860][bookmark: _Toc414365039][bookmark: _Toc521930571][bookmark: _Toc361667287]Eligibility Criteria and Determination––Who May Apply
Entities eligible to apply for Kids Code Program funds must satisfy all of the following requirements:
· Must be a currently funded ASES site.
· Schools must have verifiable FRPM data for 2016–17 through California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System (CALPADS) to be considered in the funding determination. Please visit the CDE Student Poverty FRPM Data web page at https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sd/sd/filessp.asp.
A. [bookmark: _Toc521930572]Good Standing
Currently funded ASES program sites must meet the administrative reporting requirements for fiscal year 2017–18 and be considered in Good Standing to be eligible for Kids Code Program funds. 
Good Standing for ASES grantees refers to all of the following conditions:
· All attendance reports for grantees have been submitted prior to the reporting deadline and have been found by the EXLD to be complete;
· All expenditure reports for grantees have been submitted prior to the reporting deadline and have been found by the EXLD to be complete;
· All annual outcome-based data for grantees has been submitted prior to the reporting deadline and have been found by the EXLD to be complete;
· All annual audit findings for grantees have been found by the EXLD to be resolved or are in the process of being resolved to the satisfaction of the CDE; and
· All Federal Program Monitoring findings for grantees have been found by the EXLD to be resolved or are in the process of being resolved to the satisfaction of the CDE.
If the applicant’s school is determined to be in Good Standing at the time the application is submitted to the CDE and if all other submission requirements are met, the application will be moved forward in the review process. If the applicant’s school is not in Good Standing at the time the application is submitted to the CDE on November 5, 2018 the school will be disqualified (EC Section 8484.8[b][3]).
IV. [bookmark: _Toc432411177][bookmark: _Toc361667292][bookmark: _Toc364411694][bookmark: _Toc414365053][bookmark: _Toc521930573][bookmark: _Toc397597043][bookmark: _Toc401928298][bookmark: _Toc402333193][bookmark: _Toc414365057]Completion and Submission of the Application
The After School Support & Information System (ASSIST) system will not be used for this application. All applications must be submitted to the CDE EXLD via hard copy paper application.
Below are the required components of the application.
A. [bookmark: _Toc521930574]Cover Page
An original authorized signature or signature of the designee is required. Each signature on the Cover Page represents a certification that all of the forms listed below have been reviewed, acknowledged, and submitted.
B. [bookmark: _Toc521930575]Signatures and Approvals Form
All original authorized signatures from the applicant are due at the time the application packet is submitted to the CDE, or the application will be disqualified.
All grantees are required to retain copies of signed documents for their records and for audit purposes. Please visit the CDE General Assurances and Certifications web page at https://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/fo/fm/ff.asp.
A designee may provide the authorized signature as long as a copy of a recent governing board resolution or minutes, specifically authorizing the designee to accept and sign as a proxy for financial statements and legally binding documents, is included in the application materials.
All original authorized signatures of the school principals or executive directors of a direct-funded charter school are due at the time the application packet is submitted to the CDE, or the school site will be disqualified (see the Signature and Approvals form).
All signatures must be original “wet” signatures using blue ink. Applications that are submitted with signature stamps, electronic stamps, or any form of reproduced stamp will be disqualified.
C. [bookmark: _Toc521930576]Authorized Designee Form
This form must be signed by the designee (if applicable) and include a copy of a recent governing board resolution or minutes specifically authorizing the designee to accept and sign as a proxy for financial statements and legally binding documents.
D. [bookmark: _Toc521930577]Program Requirements Narrative
The applicant must complete and submit a maximum five-page narrative on the required program elements. Applicants will be disqualified if the narrative is not submitted or complete.
E. [bookmark: _Toc521930578]Grant Requests Form
List each ASES site that the applicant wishes to include for potential funding. Include the County-District-School Code and the total amount requested for each site.
F. [bookmark: _Toc521930579]Sample Site Budget(s)
[bookmark: _Toc519843296]Provide a sample, three-year budget for each funding category for which the applicant is applying ($50,000; $65,000; or $80,000). If applying for multiple sites, and/or multiple funding categories, only one sample budget per funding category is required. The budget does not need to be equal amounts each year as long as the full grant amount is expended within three years. 
G. [bookmark: _Toc521930580]Certified Assurances
All grantees are required to retain on file a copy of the General Assurances for their records and for audit purposes. Please download the latest General Assurances on the California Department of Education (CDE) Funding Forms web page at https://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/fo/fm/ff.asp. Grantees should not submit General Assurances to the CDE.
H. [bookmark: _Toc521930581]Disqualification Form
This form does not need to be submitted. Signing the cover page acknowledges the applicant understands the reasons for disqualification.
I. [bookmark: _Toc402333182][bookmark: _Toc425854867][bookmark: _Toc425855419][bookmark: _Toc425855984][bookmark: _Toc521930582]Submitting the Application
Applicants must mail or hand-deliver the originally signed application packet to:
ASES Kids Code Pilot Grant Application 
Expanded Learning Division
California Department of Education
1430 N Street, Suite 3400
Sacramento, CA 95814-5901
[bookmark: _Toc414365049][bookmark: _Toc432411178]Applications must be received at the CDE by 5 p.m. on November 5, 2018. Postmarks will not be accepted. Any application received after the due date and time will be disqualified from the competitive process.
For questions regarding submission, please contact the Kids Code Program RFA Helpdesk at expandedlearning@cde.ca.gov or the EXLD by phone at 
916-319-0923.
V. [bookmark: _Toc521930583][bookmark: _Toc361667293][bookmark: _Toc364411695][bookmark: _Toc414365054][bookmark: _Toc432411179]Application Review Process
A. [bookmark: _Toc521930584]Grant Award Determination
In determining grant awards, the CDE will consider each school site included in the application as if it were an independent application for that site alone. Once the hard copy application packet is received, applications will be screened by CDE staff based on the disqualification criteria, and submission of all required signatures on forms as identified on the Application Checklist. Applicants that are disqualified will be notified in November 2018.
The FRPM data used in the funding determination process will be the data reported to the CDE in the CALPADS during the 2016–17 school year. The CDE will obtain data on the percentage of students eligible for FRPM from the 
2016–17 FRPM downloadable file. Please visit the CDE Student Poverty FRPM Data web page at https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sd/sd/filessp.asp. 

The data used represent the count of the FRPM eligible students ages five through seventeen who were enrolled on Census Day, October 2016, and certified through the fiscal year 2016–17 CALPADS fall one submission. For schools designated as National School Lunch Program Provision 2 and 3 schools, the FRPM downloadable file will include the count of students eligible for FRPM.
An Intent to Award list will be posted on the CDE Funding Results web page at https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/ex/exldfundingresults.asp in the fall/winter of 2018. Emails will be sent to all applicants announcing the posting of proposed awards.
If there are unused funds in a CCSESA geographic region then the unused funds will be pooled into a general fund. Applicants not receiving funding will be awarded funding on a statewide basis. FRPM data will be used to determine the grant awards.
B. [bookmark: _Toc361667294][bookmark: _Toc364411696][bookmark: _Ref367707148][bookmark: _Toc414365055][bookmark: _Toc432411180][bookmark: _Toc521930585]Disqualifications and Appeals Process
1. Disqualifications
See Disqualification Form on the last page of the RFA.
2. [bookmark: _Toc364416999]Appeals
Applicants that wish to appeal a disqualification or Intent to Award decision must submit a Letter of Appeal to the CDE. Appeals are limited to the grounds that the CDE failed to correctly apply the standards for reviewing the applications as specified in this RFA. The appellant must file a full and complete written appeal, including the issue(s) in dispute, the legal authority or other basis for the appeal position, and the remedy sought. The appeal letter must have an original LEA authorized signature.
a. Appeals to disqualifications––The CDE must receive the Letter of Appeal within 10 calendar days of the date of the email disqualification notification.
b. Appeals to the Intent to Award posting––The CDE must receive the Letter of Appeal within 10 calendar days of the posting of the Intent to Award on the CDE Funding Results web page at https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/ex/exldfundingresults.asp.
Hand-delivered appeal letters must be received at the CDE by 5 p.m. on the required date. Mailed appeal letters must be postmarked on or before the required date and mailed to:
ASES Kids Code Grant Pilot Program Appeals
Expanded Learning Division
California Department of Education
1430 N Street, Suite 3400
Sacramento, CA 95814-5901
[bookmark: _Toc432411169]A final decision regarding the appeal will be made within 30 days of the receipt of the appeal by the CDE. That decision will be mailed to the appellant and shall be the final administrative action afforded to the appeal.
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VI. [bookmark: _Toc521930586]Key Terms
Applicant—refers to an agency or organization requesting funding from a grant program administered by the California Department of Education.
ASES—refers to the state-funded After School Education and Safety Program.
ASSIST—refers to the online reporting After School Support & Information System.
Authorized Signature—refers to the signing executive of the organization. Authorized signatures from the following individuals are also acceptable:
· Local educational agency: Superintendent of a local educational agency, county offices of education or school district, or charter school governing board authorized signature.
· School: Principal or executive director of a school.
Note: Designees will be accepted with a copy of a recent governing board’s resolution or minutes authorizing them to sign as a proxy for financial statements and legally binding documents.
CALPADS—refers to California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System 
Capital Outlay—representing expenditures of funds to acquire land, plan and construct new buildings, expand or modify existing buildings, and/or purchase equipment related to such construction. Example: re-wiring the school for high-speed internet.
CDE—refers to the California Department of Education.
County-District-School Code––refers to a 14-digit county, district, school code (the two-digit county number, five-digit district number, and the seven-digit school number).
EC—refers to California Education Code.
EXLD—refers to Expanded Learning Division.
Good Standing—refers to the grantee being in compliance with all terms and conditions of the grant requirements.
Grantee—refers to an applicant who has a current approved grant award (AO-400) for ASES funds.
LEA—refers to local educational agencies, such as school districts, county offices of education, the California Schools for the Blind or for the Deaf, or direct-funded charter schools. (For this Request for Applications, a direct-funded charter school refers to a charter school that receives funds directly from the state).
Original Authorized Signature—refers to the requirement that all signatures must be original “wet” signatures using blue ink. Applications that are submitted with signature stamps, electronic stamps, or any form of reproduced stamp will be disqualified.
RFA—refers to this ASES Kids Code Grant Pilot Program Request for Applications.




VII. [bookmark: _Toc521930587]ASES Kids Code Grant Pilot Program Application Checklist
The Kids Code Program Applications must be received at the CDE by 5 p.m. on November 5, 2018. Postmarks will not be accepted. 
Mail or deliver to:
ASES Kids Code Grant Pilot Application
Expanded Learning Division
California Department of Education
1430 N Street, Suite 3400
Sacramento, CA 95814-5901
COPIES: Provide the CDE with one Kids Code Program Application with original authorized signatures.
Please submit these forms and documents in the following order:
1. Cover Page (An original authorized signature or signature of the designee is required. Each signature on the Cover Page represents a certification that all of the forms listed below have been reviewed, acknowledged, and submitted.)
2. Signature and Approvals Form (All original signatures are required at the time of application submission; multiple copies of the form may be submitted as long as the signatures are original.)
3. Authorized Designee Form (This form must be signed by the designee [if applicable] and include a copy of a recent governing board resolution or minutes specifically authorizing the designee to accept and sign as a proxy for financial statements and legally binding documents.)
4. Program Requirements Narrative
5. Grant Requests Form
6. Sample Site Budget(s)
7. Certified Assurances—keep for your records; do not submit
8. Disqualification Form—keep for your records; do not submit
Note: All signatures must be original “wet” signatures using blue ink. Applications that are submitted with signature stamps, electronic stamps, or any form of reproduced stamp will be disqualified.
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