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[bookmark: _Toc109645088][bookmark: _Toc514869254][bookmark: _Toc519175478][bookmark: _Toc519175622][bookmark: _Toc519230129][bookmark: _Toc519773457][bookmark: _Toc520984734][bookmark: _Toc68642123]Contact Information for Questions about the RFA
Prior to submitting questions to the California Department of Education (CDE) 
21st Century Community Learning Centers (CCLC) Helpdesk, please ensure you have:
· Read the Request for Applications (RFA) in its entirety 
All RFA questions and correspondence should be submitted by email through the
21st CCLC RFA Helpdesk at 21stCCLCandASSETsRFA@cde.ca.gov.
All questions relating to RFA forms required through the After School Support and Information System (ASSIST) should be submitted by email through the ASSIST Helpdesk at ASSIST@cde.ca.gov.
[bookmark: _Hlk208383299]Grantees must submit an electronic copy of the application to the Expanded Learning Division (EXLD) by email at 21stCCLCandASSETsRFA@cde.ca.gov no later than October 31, 2025. When emailing, please include your agency name, ASSIST-generated identification number, and “21st CCLC and After School Safety and Enrichment for Teens (ASSETs) Supplemental Funding Application” in the subject line. The application forms should be attached to the email. Application forms are available in ASSIST.
[bookmark: _Hlk208555426][bookmark: _Hlk207800417][bookmark: _Toc109645089]Mailed or in-person delivery of applications to the CDE is not permitted; all applications must be submitted electronically.


One Time Supplemental Funding Summary:  
[bookmark: _Hlk208555211]The one time only supplemental funding must be used to enhance existing After School Education and Safety (ASES), 21st CCLC elementary/ middle or ASSETs before school, after school, or summer/ supplemental program, providing opportunities for evidence-based enrichment, academic or physical activities (Title IV, Part B of ESEA [20 U.S.C. 7171-7176]).
There is approximately $141 million available with three grant amounts available for applicants to select from: $50,000, $100,000 or $150,000. The Grant Award Notification will include the Performance Period of July 1, 2025-September 30, 2026, with all awarded funds required to be expended by September 30, 2026.   
[bookmark: _Toc109645091]
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I. Background, Purpose and Funding
A. [bookmark: _Toc109645094]Background
The Nita M. Lowey’s 21st CCLC Program, authorized under the federal Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), received its first appropriation in 1994 and was reauthorized as the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) in 2015 (Title IV, Part B of ESEA [20 U.S.C. 7171-7176]). The 21st CCLC Program funding supports the development of community learning centers established by eligible entities with the assistance of community partners. More information about ESSA can be found at https://www.ed.gov/laws-and-policy/laws-preschool-grade-12-education/every-student-succeeds-act-essa.This legislation expands state and local accountability for student academic achievement as well as overall student success and emphasizes the importance of adopting research or evidence-based practices.
B. [bookmark: _Toc514869258][bookmark: _Toc109645095]Purpose
This one-time supplemental grant can be utilized to enhance existing ASES, 21st CCLC elementary/ middle or ASSETs before school, after school, or summer/supplemental program, providing opportunities for evidence-based enrichment, academic or physical activities (Title IV, Part B of ESEA [20 U.S.C. 7171-7176]). The focus should be on student populations described in Section 6311(b)(2)(B)(xi) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 United States Code [U.S.C.] 6311[b][2][B][xi]), students experiencing homelessness, and children and youth in foster care. 
1. 21st Century Community Learning Centers
The purpose of the 21st CCLC elementary/ middle Program is to support the creation of community learning centers for elementary and middle school students that provide academic enrichment opportunities during non-school hours, particularly students who attend high-poverty and low-performing schools. The 21st CCLC helps students meet state and local academic standards in core subjects such as reading and math; offers students a broad array of enrichment activities that can complement the regular academic program; and offers educational services to the families of participating children (Title IV, Part B of ESEA [U.S.C. 7171-7176]).
2. 21st Century After School Safety and Enrichment for Teens (ASSETs)
The purpose of the 21st Century ASSETs Program is to provide local flexibility in the establishment or expansion of community learning centers that provide students in grades nine through twelve with academic enrichment opportunities and activities designed to complement students’ regular academic program and that support college and career readiness; assist with literacy and related educational development services for families of these students; and provide a safe environment for students participating in their programs (Title IV, Part B of ESEA [U.S.C. 7171-7176]).
3. After School Education and Safety (ASES)
The purpose of the ASES Program is to create incentives for establishing locally driven Expanded Learning Programs, including after school programs (ASP) that partner with public schools and communities to provide academic and literacy support and safe, constructive alternatives for youth. The ASES Program involves collaboration among parents, youth, and representatives from schools, governmental agencies, individuals from community-based organizations, and the private sector. These funds are subject to the requirements found in the California Education Code sections 8482 - 8484.65.
C. Funding
There will be approximately $141 million available with three grant amounts available to select from based on the need for each site. 
$50,000
$100,000
$150,000

[bookmark: _Hlk208555325]Existing grantees may select which grant amount they are applying for in ASSIST and submit a brief narrative describing how the school site(s) will utilize the one-time supplemental grant funds to enhance current programs based on and in accordance with state and federal requirements. The Grant Award Notification will include the Performance Period of July 1, 2025-September 30, 2026, with all awarded funds required to be expended by September 30, 2026.   
D. [bookmark: _Toc432411176][bookmark: _Toc361667290][bookmark: _Toc364411689][bookmark: _Ref367706860][bookmark: _Toc414365039][bookmark: _Toc100753999][bookmark: _Hlk199840070]Eligibility Criteria—Who May Apply
Only existing Cohorts 13, 14, and 15 21st CCLC elementary/middle, ASSETs and ASES grantees are eligible to apply. 
Currently funded 21st CCLC elementary/middle, ASSETs and ASES program sites must meet the following administrative reporting requirements for all existing 21st CCLC elementary/middle, ASSETs, and ASES grants as of October 31, 2025: 
· All attendance reports for grantees have been submitted prior to the reporting deadline and have been found by the EXLD to be complete;
· All expenditure reports for grantees have been submitted prior to the reporting deadline and have been found by the EXLD to be complete;
· All annual outcome-based data and Annual Performance Report (APR) data for grantees have been submitted prior to the reporting deadline and have been found by the EXLD to be complete;
· All annual audit findings for grantees have been found by the EXLD to be resolved or are in the process of being resolved to the satisfaction of the CDE; 
· All Federal Program Monitoring findings for grantees have been found by the EXLD to be resolved or are in the process of being resolved to the satisfaction of the CDE; and
· All outstanding invoices have been paid back to California Department of Education.
Failure to meet these administrative reporting requirements will result in the application being ineligible for this one-time supplemental funding. (EC sections 8426[i], 8483.7[a][1][G], and 8484.8[b][3]). 
II. [bookmark: _Toc514869260][bookmark: _Toc109645098][bookmark: _Toc514869263][bookmark: _Toc109645102] Application Process
The graphic below provides a general overview of the application process. 


A. [bookmark: _Toc109645099][bookmark: _Toc514869261]Request for Applications Submission 
The application forms are generated, downloaded, and printed through the ASSIST portal by the Applicant. The ASSIST application must be submitted via email by October 31, 2025. The ASSIST portal is located at https://www3.cde.ca.gov/ASSIST/index.aspx. See section V for more information. 
B. [bookmark: _Toc514869262][bookmark: _Toc109645100]Application Review and Evaluation
Once the application packet is received, applications will be screened by CDE staff to ensure completeness and submission of all required signatures on forms as identified on the Application Checklist (see section V for more information).

The California Department of Education will review and evaluate each application. Narratives will be reviewed internally by CDE staff to ensure they are aligned with the grantees existing 21st CCLC elementary/middle, ASSETs and ASES program plans or application narratives. Each application narrative must be tailored to each individual school or program. Duplications or identical narratives will not be considered. Disqualification letters will be disseminated based on the application requirements and eligibility. See section V.2 for more information.  

C. Grant Award Determination & Priorities
In determining grant awards, the CDE will consider each school site included in an application as if it were an independent application for that site alone. School sites will be prioritized based on Free & Reduced Price Meal (FRPM) data. The school sites will be rank-ordered according to the highest percentage of students eligible for FRPM. Schools with the highest percentage of FRPM eligible students will be awarded grants and funded down the list until all funds are exhausted. An Applicant agency may therefore receive funding for all, some, or none of the school sites contained in the application.

The FRPM school site data will be retrieved from the CALPADS fiscal year (FY) 2024–25 file. Please visit the CDE Student Poverty FRPM Data web page located at https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sd/sd/filessp.asp. The data used represents the count of the FRPM eligible students ages five through seventeen who were enrolled on Census Day, October 2023 and certified through the FY 2024–25 CALPADS Fall 1 submission. Alternative data sources will not be considered for this RFA, only FRPM data as reported through CALPADS. 

A Final Intent to Award list will be posted on the CDE Funding Results web page at https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/ex/exldfundingresults.asp. An E-blast will be sent to all Applicants announcing the posting of proposed awards.
[bookmark: _Hlk201694519]
III. [bookmark: _Toc100753989]Administrative Program Requirements
A. [bookmark: _Toc100753990]Expenditure Reporting Requirements
Expenditure reports will be due October 31, 2026, for each site funded. The CDE will withhold payments in a manner consistent with their qualifying 21st CCLC and/or ASES Program funding if reports are not submitted. Grants may be terminated when a site or program does not comply with reporting requirements (Education Code (EC) sections 8426[i], 8483.7[a][1][G], and 8484.8[b][3]). 
[bookmark: _Hlk199766401][bookmark: _Toc100753991][bookmark: _Toc414365046][bookmark: _Toc432411173]Expenditures for the 21st CCLC Supplemental Funding Grant Program must be tracked and submitted separately from existing ASES, 21st CCLC elementary/middle, and ASSETs grants. 
B. [bookmark: _Toc100753993]Allowable and Non-Allowable Expenditures 
Funds must supplement, not supplant, existing services and may not be used to supplant federal, state, local, or nonfederal funds (EC sections 8426[g][1] and 8483.7[b]), 20 U.S.C.7174(b)(2)(G). Programs may not use 21st CCLC Supplemental Funding Grant Program funds to pay for existing levels of service funded from any other source. An agency must ensure that each of those schools receives all of the federal, state, and local funds it would have received in the absence of the 21st CCLC Supplemental Funding Grant Program funds. The 21st CCLC Supplemental Funding Grant Program funds may not be used for new construction, entertainment, or purchases not directly related to requirements of the grant. All purchases must be reasonable and necessary.
[bookmark: _Toc402333170][bookmark: _Toc425854853][bookmark: _Toc425855405][bookmark: _Toc425855969][bookmark: _Toc518569533][bookmark: _Toc117759421]Direct Services to Students
A 21st CCLC elementary/ middle and ASES grantee receiving funding pursuant to this program shall ensure that no less than 85 percent of that funding is allocated to school sites for direct services to students. The cost of a program site supervisor may be included as direct services, provided that at least 85 percent of the site supervisor's time is spent at the program site (EC Section 8483.9[c]) 
An ASSETs grantee receiving funding pursuant to this program shall ensure that the remaining funds, after subtracting administrative costs, startup costs and outcome data costs shall be allocated to the program site for direct services to pupils (EC Section 8426(g)(3)). 
[bookmark: _Toc402333171][bookmark: _Toc425854854][bookmark: _Toc425855406][bookmark: _Toc425855970][bookmark: _Toc117759422]Administrative Costs
A grantee may expend no more than 15 percent of funding on administrative costs. Administrative costs shall include indirect costs (EC Section 8483.9[b], 8426(c)(1)). Costs related to administration may include both direct and indirect administrative charges. Any cost, direct or indirect, that supports management of the program is considered administrative in nature. For further guidance, visit the CDE Direct Services and Administrative Costs Guidance web page located at https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/ex/dirctservguidance.asp.
Direct administrative costs may include the following:
· Salary costs related to preparing the ASES Program Plan
· Monitoring activities
· Rental or purchase of program-specific office equipment or supplies
· Rental and maintenance of program office space
· Ongoing general operating expense for the program
For additional allowable costs, please visit the CDE Direct Services and Administrative Cost Guidance web page about direct services and administrative costs located at https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/ex/dirctservguidance.asp, as well as the CDE Field Trip and Recognition Guidance web page located at https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/ex/fieldtripguide.asp.
NOTE: Capital Outlay Expenditures are not allowed with this one-time supplemental funding. 
C. [bookmark: _Toc100753994]Determining Maximum Indirect Expenditures
A grantee may expend on indirect costs no more than the lesser of the following:
· The school district's indirect cost rate, as approved by the CDE for the appropriate fiscal year.
· Five percent of the state program funding received for ASES, 21st CCLC elementary/ middle or ASSETs. (EC sections8426[c][1] and 8483.9[a]).
Current CDE-approved indirect cost rates for LEAs are available on the CDE Indirect Cost Rates web page at https://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/ac/ic.
Indirect administrative costs may include general administration services to the program such as:
· Personnel
· Payroll
· Accounting
· Procurement
· Data processing
D. [bookmark: _Toc100753995]Payments

Payments will follow the schedule below:
	Percent of Total Funded Grant Amount
	Date Issued and Reporting Requirements

	80%
	Issued upon receipt of the signed original grant award notification (GAN) (AO-400).

	20%
	Withheld until the final attendance and expenditure reports are received.


Payments will be made only up to the amount actually expended under the 21st CCLC Supplemental Funding Grant Program. The CDE will invoice grantees for all unexpended funds. 
Payments will be withheld if reporting requirements are not met or if the grantee has invoices outstanding of more than 90 days (EC sections 8426[h], 8426[i], 8483.7[a][1][G], and 8483.8[a]).
E. ESSA Authorized Activities
Existing 21st CCLC elementary/ middle, ASSETs and ASES grantees’ program plans or application narratives and the 21st CCLC Supplemental Funding application narrative shall align and include a description of a broad array of that advance student academic achievement and support student success (20 U.S.C. Section 7175[a]), including:
1. Academic enrichment learning programs, mentoring programs, remedial education activities, and tutoring services that are aligned with:
a. The state academic standards and any local academic standards; and
b. Local curricula that are designed to improve student academic achievement.
2. Well-rounded education activities, including such activities that enable students to be eligible for credit recovery or attainment; 
3. Literacy education programs, including financial literacy programs and environmental literacy programs; 
4. Programs that support a healthy and active lifestyle, including nutritional education and regular, structured physical activity programs; 
5. Programs that provide After School activities for students who are English Learners (EL) and that emphasize language skills and academic achievement;
6. Services for individuals with disabilities;
7. Cultural programs;
8. Telecommunications and technology education programs; 
9. Expanded library service hours; 
10. Parenting skills programs that promote parental involvement and family literacy; 
11. Programs that provide assistance to students who have been truant, suspended, or expelled to allow them to improve their academic achievement;
12. Drug—and violence—prevention programs and counseling programs; 
13. Programs that build skills in science, technology, engineering, arts, and mathematics (STEAM), including computer science; and that foster innovation in learning by supporting nontraditional STEAM education teaching methods; 
14. Programs that partner with in-demand fields of the local workforce or build career competencies and career readiness; and ensure that local workforce and career readiness skills are aligned with the Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education Act of 2006 (20 U.S.C. Section 2301 et seq.) and the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (29 U.S.C. Section 3101 et seq.); 
15. Summer/Supplemental learning loss; and
16. Social emotional skills that help students set and achieve positive goals, feel and show empathy for others, establish and maintain positive relationships, make responsible decisions, and understand and manage emotions.
IV. [bookmark: _Toc100753996]Program Monitoring and Annual Audit
A. [bookmark: _Toc425854859][bookmark: _Toc425855411][bookmark: _Toc425855975][bookmark: _Toc518569537][bookmark: _Toc57104375][bookmark: _Toc100753997]Program Monitoring
[bookmark: _Hlk207869557]State law requires the CDE to monitor the implementation of funded programs, including the 21st CCLC Supplemental Funding Program. If selected, grantees operating a 21st CCLC Supplemental Funding Program must participate in the CDE’s program monitoring process. This state oversight is accomplished in part by conducting on-site and online monitoring reviews. The purpose of the review is to verify compliance with the statutory requirements of each program and to ensure that program funds are spent according to program requirements (2 C.F.R. § 200.332(d)).
B. [bookmark: _Toc100753998]Annual Fiscal Audit
All entities that receive 21st CCLC Supplemental Funding Program funds must undergo an annual financial and compliance audit as well as maintain adequate and accurate records for the 21ST CCLC Supplemental Funding Program. The funded program shall abide by generally accepted accounting principles and recordkeeping requirements. The LEAs are required to maintain auditable records, which must be made available upon request to auditors and other governmental agencies for monitoring, reviews, and audits. In the event an audit results in findings, all records must be maintained until the audit is resolved by the state EC8484.8 (B)(3), 8421 (f)(8)(B), 41020).
V. [bookmark: _Toc361667287][bookmark: _Toc397597043][bookmark: _Toc401928298][bookmark: _Toc402333193][bookmark: _Toc414365057]Supplemental Funding Grant Program Application Checklist

Please submit these forms and documents in the following order:
1. Cover Page. An original authorized signature or signature of the designee is required. Each signature on the Cover Page represents a certification that all of the forms listed below have been reviewed, acknowledged, and submitted.
· All original authorized signatures from the Applicant are due at the time the application packet is submitted to the CDE, or the application will be disqualified.
· All grantees are required to retain copies of signed documents for their records and for audit purposes. Please visit the CDE General Assurances and Certifications web page at https://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/fo/fm/ff.asp.
· A designee may provide the authorized signature as long as a copy of a recent governing board resolution or minutes, specifically authorizing the designee to accept and sign as a proxy for financial statements and legally binding documents, is included in the application materials.
· The application packet must be downloaded, printed for hardcopy with original signatures, and then scanned to be sent via email as an attachment 
All signatures must be original Applications that are submitted with signature stamps, electronic stamps, or any form of reproduced stamps will be disqualified.
2. Supplemental Funding Question – “If funded how will the school site(s) utilize the one time only supplemental grant funds to enhance current programs based on their existing 21st CCLC elementary/ middle, ASSETs and ASES grantees’ program plans or application narrative”
3. Authorized Designee Form. This form must be signed by the designee [if applicable] and include a copy of a recent governing board resolution or minutes specifically authorizing the designee to accept and sign as a proxy for financial statements and legally binding documents.
4. [bookmark: _Hlk199498943]Grant Requests Form. List each 21st CCLC Supplemental Funding Program site that the Applicant wishes to include for potential funding. Include the County-District-School Code and the total amount requested for each site.
5. Certified Assurances must be signed and submitted with the application.
Note: All signatures must be original. Applications that are submitted with signature stamps, electronic stamps, or any form of reproduced stamps will be disqualified.
[bookmark: _Toc432411177][bookmark: _Toc361667292][bookmark: _Toc364411694][bookmark: _Toc414365053][bookmark: _Toc100754002][bookmark: _Toc361667293][bookmark: _Toc364411695][bookmark: _Toc414365054][bookmark: _Toc432411179]VI. Completion and Submission of the Application
Applications must be submitted electronically. Applications submitted to the CDE via U.S. Mail or by in-person delivery will not be accepted and will be disqualified; all applications must be submitted electronically. Application forms are available in ASSIST.
[bookmark: _Hlk208299657]A complete application should include the 21st CCLC Supplemental Funding forms as outlined in Section V. of this RFA. The 21st CCLC Supplemental Funding application packet can be downloaded from ASSIST, printed for hardcopy with original signatures, and then scanned to be sent via email as an attachment. Grantees must submit an electronic copy of the application to the Expanded Learning Division (EXLD) by email at 21stCCLCandASSETsRFA@cde.ca.gov no later than October 31, 2025. When emailing, please include your agency name, ASSIST-generated application number, and “21st CCLC and ASSETs Supplemental Funding Application” in the subject line. Application forms should be attached to the email. All signatures must be. Applications that are submitted with signature stamps, electronic stamps, or any form of reproduced stamps will be disqualified.

[bookmark: _Toc100754003][bookmark: _Toc514869271][bookmark: _Toc109645110]VII. Disqualifications and Appeals Process
Applications will be disqualified for any of the following reasons:
1. Application Disqualifications
· Application due date: Any application submitted past the due date of October 31, 2025 will be disqualified. 
· In-person delivery and mailed hard copy applications to the CDE is not currently allowed, all applications must be sent using e-mail.
· If the applications do not meet the criteria outlined in the screening checklist (refer to IV. Supplemental Funding Grant Program Application Checklist, page 6 of this RFA).
· [bookmark: _Hlk208912357]Federal debarment: Any Applicant agency on the federal debarment list will be disqualified. Applicants can check if they are on the federal debarment list by accessing the U.S. Department of Labor web page, located at https://sam.gov/.
[bookmark: _Toc514869292][bookmark: _Toc109645132]2.	Letter of Appeal
Applicants may appeal the email disqualification notification or the Intent to Award (ITA) decision. Appeals are limited to the grounds that the CDE failed to correctly apply the standards for reviewing the applications as specified in this RFA. Dissatisfaction with the professional judgment of the application reviewers and evaluators is not a basis for appeal absent a showing that the CDE failed to correctly apply the standards for reviewing and evaluating the application as specified in this RFA. The appellant must file a full and complete written appeal, including the issue(s) in dispute, the basis for the appeal position, and the remedy sought. The appeal letter must have an original Authorized Signature(s) as defined in the RFA. 

The applicant must submit an electronic copy of the letter of appeal to the Expanded Learning Division (EXLD) by email at 21stCCLCandASSETsRFA@cde.ca.gov and include “21st CCLC and ASSETs Supplemental Funding Appeal” in the subject line. 
All signatures must be original. Appeals that are submitted with signature stamps, electronic stamps, or any form of reproduced stamps will not be considered. Appeals must be received by the CDE within 10 calendar days of the CDE’s email disqualification notification or the ITA decision. 
The Director of the Expanded Learning Division will make the final decision in writing within two weeks from the date that appeals are due to the CDE. That decision will be emailed to the appellant and shall be the final administrative action afforded to the appeal.

[bookmark: _Toc100754006]VIII. Key Terms
Applicant—refers to an agency or organization requesting funding from a grant program administered by the California Department of Education.
Authorized Signature—refers to the signing executive of the organization. Authorized signatures from the following individuals are also acceptable:
· Local educational agency: Superintendent of a local educational agency, county offices of education or school district, or charter school governing board authorized signature.
· School: Principal or executive director of a school.
Note: Designees will be accepted with a copy of a recent governing board’s resolution or minutes authorizing them to sign as a proxy for financial statements and legally binding documents.
Capital Outlay—representing expenditures of funds to acquire land, plan and construct new buildings, expand or modify existing buildings, and/or purchase equipment related to such construction (e.g., re-wiring the school for high-speed internet).
CDE—refers to the California Department of Education.
County-District-School Code––refers to a 14-digit county, district, school code (the two-digit county number, five-digit district number, and the seven-digit school number).
EC—refers to California Education Code.
EXLD—refers to Expanded Learning Division.
Eligible Entity refers to a local educational agency, CBO, Indian tribe or tribal organization, another public or private entity, or a consortium of two or more such agencies, organizations, or entities.
Good Standing—refers to the grantee being in compliance with all terms and conditions of the grant requirements.
Grantee—refers to an Applicant who has a current approved grant award (AO-400) for ASES and/or 21st CCLC elementary/ middle or ASSETs funds.
LEA—refers to local educational agencies, such as school districts, county offices of education, the California Schools for the Blind or for the Deaf, or direct-funded charter schools. (For this Request for Applications, a direct-funded charter school refers to a charter school that receives funds directly from the state).
Original Authorized Signature—refers to the requirement that all signatures must be original. Applications that are submitted with signature stamps, electronic stamps, or any form of reproduced stamps will be disqualified.
RFA—refers to this 21st CCLC Supplemental Funding Grant Program Request for Applications.
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