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[bookmark: _Toc514869253][bookmark: _Toc519175477][bookmark: _Toc519175621][bookmark: _Toc519230128][bookmark: _Toc519773456][bookmark: _Toc520984733][bookmark: _Toc530553115][bookmark: _Toc221108203]Questions and Contact Information
All questions and correspondence regarding this County Technical Assistance (CTA) Grant Request for Applications (RFA) should be submitted by email through the Tobacco-Use Prevention Education (TUPE) RFA Helpdesk at tupe@cde.ca.gov (Please indicate “CTA Grant Question” in the email subject line). 
The RFA, Program and Fiscal Guidance, and Guidance PowerPoint available on the TUPE Grant Electronic Management System (TUPE GEMS) website should be your primary resource documents.
[bookmark: _Hlk30497639]All Grant Applications should be completed and submitted through TUPE GEMS at https://tupegems.ucsd.edu. Hard copy submissions will not be accepted.


[bookmark: _Toc530553116][bookmark: _Toc221108204]Application Highlights for the CTA Grant
· Grantees will be required to submit an overview of planned activities and one budget summary per funding source in order to receive funding. The funding allocation estimates for Proposition 56 and Proposition 99 provided in Appendix 2 should be used to prepare the budget summaries.
· Grantees will not be allowed to carry over funds to subsequent years.
· Grantees must provide technical support and training to both TUPE-funded and non-TUPE-funded local educational agencies (LEAs) in their county. This should be reflected in the grantee’s application.
· Grantees must utilize no less than 15 percent of the awarded Proposition 56 funding allocation to accelerate and monitor the rate of decline in tobacco-related disparities for the purpose of eliminating tobacco-related disparities.
· Applications must be submitted through TUPE GEMS at https://tupegems.ucsd.edu.
· The TUPE Office has posted a Program and Fiscal Guidance and a Guidance PowerPoint in the Resources tab of TUPE GEMS. The purpose of these documents is to assist applicants better understand program and fiscal requirements for their CTA Grant Application.
· The TUPE Office will provide an RFA Helpdesk to assist applicants with RFA-related questions. The RFA Helpdesk will be available during the open application period, which extends from May 1, 2026, to June 12, 2026.
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[bookmark: _Toc189723610][bookmark: _Toc221108206]Overview
[bookmark: _Toc75838194][bookmark: _Toc163634556][bookmark: _Toc163638274][bookmark: _Toc163638424][bookmark: _Toc164586457][bookmark: _Toc164586586][bookmark: _Toc204072627][bookmark: _Toc512246330][bookmark: _Toc65032365][bookmark: _Toc65055563][bookmark: _Toc189723611][bookmark: _Toc221108207]Background
Proposition 99
In the November 1988 general election, California voters approved the California Tobacco Tax and Health Protection Act of 1988, also known as Proposition 99, which included provisions for an allocation of tobacco tax revenues specifically geared toward health education and prevention of tobacco use. Assembly Bill 3487, part of the authorizing legislation for Proposition 99, dictates how revenues generated by the proposition must be used. The authorizing legislation may be found on the California Legislative Information web page at http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/95-96/bill/asm/ab_3451-3500/ab_3487_bill_960707_amended_sen.html.
Proposition 99 imposes a 0.25 cent tax for each pack of cigarettes that is sold in California and added an equivalent amount on other tobacco products. The collected tax is deposited into the Cigarette and Tobacco Products Surtax Fund. The 2026–27 Budget Act appropriates funds for the allocation of non-competitive grants to the California Department of Education (CDE) for several purposes, including implementation of TUPE programs in schools.
Proposition 56
In 2016, California voters approved Proposition 56, which added a $2.00 tax for each pack of cigarettes that are sold in California, with equivalent increases on other tobacco products, including electronic cigarettes (e-cigarettes). Collected tax revenues are deposited into the California Healthcare, Research and Prevention Tobacco Tax Act of 2016 Fund. The 2026–27 Budget Act appropriates funds for the allocation of non-competitive grants to the CDE for several purposes, including implementation of TUPE programs in schools.
Proposition 56 aims to further prevent and reduce the use of tobacco and nicotine products by young people in accordance with California Health and Safety Code (HSC) Section 104420, and accelerate and monitor the rate of decline in tobacco-related disparities for the purpose of eliminating tobacco-related disparities (California Revenue and Taxation Code Section 30130.55[b][2] Healthcare, Research and Prevention Tobacco Tax Act of 2016, Distribution of Revenue). The authorizing legislation may be found on the California Legislative Information web page at https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=RTC&division=2.&title=&part=13.&chapter=2.&article=2.5.
California Health and Safety Code
HSC Section 104435 governs the use of TUPE funds, including the portion of those going to the COEs. HSC Section 104435 states:
COEs that receive funds pursuant to subdivision(l) of Section 104420 shall do all of the following:
1. Provide technical assistance (TA) and training to school districts and consortia of school districts regarding planning and preparation of anti-tobacco program plans pursuant to CDE guidelines.
2. Provide appropriate coordination between school district programs and local anti-tobacco-use programs funded by the local lead agency.
3. Participate in the monitoring and technical assistance review process for school districts and COEs pursuant to Section 104455.
[bookmark: _Toc221108208]Purpose
The purpose of this CTA grant is to support COEs in providing leadership, administrative oversight, training, and TA to all LEAs in their county, not only those receiving TUPE funding. TA focuses on the areas of implementing tobacco-free school policies, including providing support to LEAs in tobacco-use prevention education and instruction, staff professional development, family and community engagement, interagency partnerships, cessation support and referrals, and program assessment. In addition, as a requirement of receiving Proposition 56 funding, COEs must provide TA aimed at accelerating and monitoring the rate of decline in tobacco-related disparities for the purpose of eliminating tobacco-related disparities. The role of the TUPE County Coordinator is to engage with LEAs throughout their county and assist them by providing resources, support, and guidance in planning and implementing effective and compliant TUPE programs, preparing TUPE Grant Applications, and serving as a liaison between the CDE and the LEAs in their county.
[bookmark: _Toc221108209]Funding
[bookmark: _Hlk158811207]The CTA Grant provides funding for one year, beginning July 1, 2026, through June 30, 2027. The minimum funding for this allocation from the combined funding sources is $75,000 per COE (i.e., $37,500 from Proposition 56 and $37,500 from Proposition 99). Once the minimum funding levels have been met for each COE, any remaining funds shall be allocated based on average daily attendance in the prior school year, as required by HSC Section 104420(l). 
Grant funds may not be used for costs that are already supported by other sources. The use of TUPE funds for any purpose other than the reduction or elimination of tobacco use for students is not authorized. Funding may be used to support and assist LEAs that serve students in grades four through twelve. Funded programs may address marijuana use as it relates to co-use of this drug and tobacco, or as it relates to the use of electronic smoking devices, which are defined as tobacco products under California law. When staff positions are multi-funded, personnel activity reports should be maintained to verify the duties performed and the proportion of time spent on those duties as appropriate to the corresponding grant funding sources used. Any funds not spent by June 30, 2027, must be returned to the CDE.
[bookmark: _Toc221108210][bookmark: _Hlk158642066]Addressing Tobacco-Related Disparities
As a stipulation of receiving Proposition 56 funds, COEs must identify TA activities that will support the LEAs in their county to reduce tobacco-related disparities. COEs must be prepared to document this in the event of an audit.
The CDE has determined through valid and reliable research and California Healthy Kids Survey (CHKS) data that youth disparities in tobacco use exist in California for the following priority subgroups:
1. African American
2. American Indian/Alaska Native
3. Asian American
4. Hispanics/Latino
5. Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander
6. Students experiencing foster placement
7. Students experiencing homelessness
8. Pregnant minors or minor parents
9. Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Questioning youth
10. Youth of low socio-economic status
11. Rural youth
12. Students in non-traditional schools (including, but not limited to, continuation schools and community day schools)
13. Youth involved in the criminal justice system
14. Youth with co-occurring disorders such as mental health conditions and substance use disorders.
Applicants may identify additional priority subgroup(s), provided that they include local data to support their selection. 
COEs that have previously applied for TUPE Tier 2 grants are already familiar with the priority subgroups in their counties and the needs of those LEAs and students. For TUPE County Coordinators that may not be aware of the data related to the subgroups identified in the list above, the TUPE Office recommends reviewing this data in the California School Climate, Health, and Learning Survey (CalSCHLS) System web site at https://calschls.org/ or the CDE’s DataQuest web site at https://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/. Information about accessing these reports is available in the Program and Budget Guidance.
By having a clear picture of the priority student subgroups within the county, TUPE County Coordinators will be able to provide more relevant TA to the LEAs that serve these students. Applications must: (1) identify the priority student subgroup(s) within the county; (2) describe activities that specifically address tobacco-related disparities of their identified priority subgroup(s); and (3) allocate at least 15 percent of their Proposition 56 allocation to these activities. Applicants who fail to meet these requirements will be contacted and required to resubmit their application prior to awarding funds.
[bookmark: _Toc205358801][bookmark: _Toc205365529][bookmark: _Toc204072630][bookmark: _Toc205358804][bookmark: _Toc205365532][bookmark: _Toc204072632][bookmark: _Toc205358806][bookmark: _Toc205365534][bookmark: _Toc204072636][bookmark: _Toc205358810][bookmark: _Toc205365538][bookmark: _Toc256516715][bookmark: _Toc256516716][bookmark: _Toc256516717][bookmark: _Toc256516718][bookmark: _Toc256516719][bookmark: _Toc221108211][bookmark: _Toc512246346][bookmark: _Toc204072645]Application Forms and Narrative Components
TUPE GEMS requires applicants to: (1) enter required information into the TUPE GEMS application module; (2) download and complete the templates of supporting documents provided; (3) upload the required supporting documents into TUPE GEMS as PDF or Excel files; and (4) collect required signatures for submission. Additional documents uploaded with the application will not be considered by readers.
A. [bookmark: _Toc221108212]Required Sections
There are four required sections:
1. Section 1: General Information 
Applicants should provide their agency name, county code, grant type, and other general information about the COE.
2. [bookmark: _Toc31176195][bookmark: _Hlk24977120][bookmark: _Hlk25058433][bookmark: _Hlk26432369]Section 7: Local Educational Agency Technical Assistance
[bookmark: _Hlk26517658]Applicants should identify the TA services that will be provided to all districts and schools within the county. TA should be provided to LEAs that receive TUPE funding as well as LEAs that do not receive TUPE funding. Applicants must also identify the priority subgroup(s) that will be served using Proposition 56 funding.
Applicants are required to provide a bulleted list of planned activities in each of the following TA areas: a) tobacco-free school policy, b) tobacco-use prevention education and instruction, c) staff professional development, d) family and community engagement, e) interagency partnerships, f) cessation support, and e) program assessment. In addition, within each of these areas, COEs should identify activities that support their LEAs to accelerate and monitor the rate of decline in tobacco-related disparities for the purpose of eliminating tobacco-related disparities within the county. These TA categories are described in detail below.
a. [bookmark: _Toc512245696][bookmark: _Toc512246332][bookmark: _Hlk158642351]Tobacco-Free School Policy
In accordance with HSC Section 104420(n)(2), all COEs, school districts, and charter schools that receive TUPE funding are required to adopt and enforce a tobacco-free school policy no later than July 1 of each fiscal year (FY). LEAs and COEs must continue to meet the criteria, including enforcement of the tobacco-free school policy, while the grant is in effect. A list of agencies certified as meeting these HSC requirements, as well as the certification criteria, may be viewed on the CDE Tobacco-Free School District Certification web page at https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/he/at/tobaccofreecert.asp.
To ensure that the policies and regulations meet the tobacco-free requirements as mandated by HSC Section 104420(n)(2), the TUPE County Coordinator must assist LEAs in their county in the certification process by reviewing the policies and administrative regulations of all LEAs that accept TUPE funds, as well as the COE’s own policies and regulations. In addition, the TUPE County Coordinator should initiate discussions with non-TUPE-funded LEAs within the county that do not have tobacco-free policies in place to offer TA and assist them as needed.
The policy must prohibit the use of products containing tobacco and nicotine including, but not limited to, smokeless tobacco, snuff, chew, clove cigarettes, and e-cigarettes that can deliver nicotine and non-nicotine aerosolized solutions, at any time, in the COE, charter school, or school district-owned or leased buildings, on school or district property, and in school or district vehicles. The policy should not prohibit the use or possession of prescription products, nicotine patches, or nicotine gum. 
Further information regarding these requirements may be accessed on the CDE Tobacco-Free Laws Affecting California Schools web page at https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/he/at/tobfreelaws.asp. Although the HSC does not mandate that non-TUPE-funded LEAs adopt tobacco-free policies, the CDE strongly encourages all LEAs to adopt such policies and enforcement procedures.
b. [bookmark: _Toc512245697][bookmark: _Toc512246333]Tobacco-Use Prevention Education and Instruction
Grant recipients must select and implement effective, research-based activities that include tobacco-use prevention, intervention, cessation, and youth development. The COE should assist these LEAs in selecting appropriate programs consistent with the LEA’s student population. In addition, the COE should work with non-TUPE-funded LEAs to provide information and guidance regarding tobacco-use prevention education and instructional resources. Additionally, COEs should identify tobacco-use prevention and instruction resources and activities that support their LEAs to accelerate and monitor the rate of decline in tobacco-related disparities for the purpose of eliminating tobacco-related disparities within the county.
c. Staff Professional Development
[bookmark: _Hlk96424568][bookmark: _Toc512245699][bookmark: _Toc512246335]LEAs should train teachers on implementing their selected programs, as well as on the most current information on tobacco-use, e-cigarette use, and emerging products. The COE should provide TA and training as needed to TUPE-funded and non-TUPE-funded LEAs. They should also notify districts in their county about training opportunities offered by external providers (e.g., Capacity Building Project). Additionally, COEs should identify staff professional development resources and activities that support their LEAs to accelerate and monitor the rate of decline in tobacco-related disparities for the purpose of eliminating tobacco-related disparities within the county.
d. Family and Community Engagement
[bookmark: _Toc512245700][bookmark: _Toc512246336]Parents and families can play an important role in providing social and environmental support to prevent and intervene in the use of tobacco. LEAs should be encouraged to capitalize on this influence by involving parents or families in program planning, in soliciting community support for programs, and in reinforcing educational messages at home. The COE should assist both TUPE-funded and non-TUPE-funded LEAs in soliciting community support and planning training sessions for parents and families. Additionally, COEs should identify family and community engagement resources and activities that support their LEAs to accelerate and monitor the rate of decline in tobacco-related disparities for the purpose of eliminating tobacco-related disparities within the county.
e. Interagency Partnerships
[bookmark: _Hlk25223852][bookmark: _Hlk26520534]Interagency partnerships are critical for providing program support and resources to schools and districts and are an essential part of the collaborative process. The COE should proactively seek out interagency partnerships that will be beneficial to students and school staff, such as with the county public health department and alcohol and drug programs, that are engaged in tobacco-use prevention activities. In addition, the COE should provide information about their current and proposed partners and describe the collaborative activities in which they have or will participate. COEs should also identify interagency partnerships that support their LEAs to accelerate and monitor the rate of decline in tobacco-related disparities for the purpose of eliminating tobacco-related disparities within the county.
f. Cessation Support and Referrals
LEAs should encourage and support cessation efforts by students and school staff who use tobacco. At a minimum, support should include referral to cessation programs. These programs may be provided by the LEA or can be made available through community service agencies. Tracking structures ensure that high risk students are receiving the follow-up services they need. Additionally, COEs should identify cessation support, referral resources, and activities that support their LEAs to accelerate and monitor the rate of decline in tobacco-related disparities for the purpose of eliminating tobacco-related disparities within the county.
[bookmark: _Toc512245701][bookmark: _Toc512246337]The COE should enlist the support of community service agencies in providing voluntary tobacco-use cessation programs aimed at youth in the community. As an alternative, the COE should provide information regarding https://kickitca.org/ to all LEAs within the county.
g. Program Assessment
The COE should assist LEAs in assessing the effectiveness of their TUPE Programs, as needed, and identify schools that would benefit from additional program assessment training, resources, or TA. Additionally, COEs should identify program assessment resources and activities that support their LEAs to accelerate and monitor the rate of decline in tobacco-related disparities for the purpose of eliminating tobacco-related disparities within the county.
3. Section 10: Program Administration and Staffing
[bookmark: _Hlk96424463]Applicants should identify administrative and direct service staff. Personnel in this section includes the Project Coordinator, Administrative Staff, and any Direct Service Staff. The TUPE Office encourages grantees to consider hiring additional personnel to assist with the TA, leadership, administration, and oversight duties pursuant to the requirements outlined in HSC Section 104435.
4. Section 11: Assurances 
a. Program Assurances
Describe the COE’s roles and responsibilities to assist LEAs in preventing tobacco use by youth, providing countywide leadership, and supporting the professional development of LEA staff in their county. The Program Assurances for the CTA RFA may be found in Appendix 1 of this document, as well as in Section 11 of TUPE GEMS.
b. [bookmark: _Toc64889025]Inventory Report
[bookmark: _Hlk123220415]Identify all inventory items costing more than $500 and purchased with TUPE funds, including current and expired TUPE grants. If such items are identified, add them to the Inventory Report using the template provided in TUPE GEMS. Examples of inventory items include, but are not limited to, laptops, copiers, desktop computers, etc. If no items are identified, the applicant may certify in the application module that they do not meet the criteria for completing the Inventory Report.
B. [bookmark: _Toc62481467][bookmark: _Toc62481468][bookmark: _Toc221108213][bookmark: _Toc31176199]Signatures
[bookmark: _Toc204072649][bookmark: _Toc512246349]An authorized signature from the applicant’s Superintendent or Designee is required prior to funding. Once all sections of the application have been completed and verified, the applicant must initiate the signature and submission process in TUPE GEMS. Signatures are collected electronically via DocuSign. Guidance on the signature collection process is provided in the Resources tab of TUPE GEMS, located at https://sites.google.com/view/tupegemsresources/.
A signature represents a certification that all forms and materials submitted through this RFA have been reviewed and approved by the Superintendent or Designee, and that all grant requirements will be met as stated pursuant to HSC Section 104420(n)(2).
A Designee may provide the authorized signature as long as a copy of a recent governing board resolution or minutes, specifically authorizing the Designee to accept and sign as a proxy for financial statements and legally-binding documents is uploaded into Section 11 of TUPE GEMS.
All grantees are required to retain copies of signed documents for their records and audit purposes. Please visit the CDE General Assurances and Certifications web page at https://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/fo/fm/ff.asp for more information.
C. [bookmark: _Toc221108214]Project Budget
As part of this RFA, COEs are required to submit a budget summary for their Proposition 56 and their Proposition 99 allocations in TUPE GEMS prior to receiving funding. The budget should be estimated based on the 2026–27 CTA Funds Allocation Table listed in Appendix 2 of this RFA. The proposed allocations per county are based on the 2026–27 Governor’s Proposed Budget released on January 10, 2026, and the 2024–25 Second Principal Apportionment Average Daily Attendance. The final allocation will be released after the approval of the 2026–27 State Budget and 2025–26 Second Principal Apportionment Average Daily Attendance. For additional information regarding the Project Budget, applicants should refer to the Program and Budget Guidance found in the Resources tab of TUPE GEMS. 
[bookmark: _Toc221108215]Additional Application Information
A. [bookmark: _Toc221108216][bookmark: _Toc65032368][bookmark: _Toc65055566][bookmark: _Toc75838197]Absence of Tobacco, Vaping, or Marijuana Industry Funding or Support
[bookmark: _Toc204072650][bookmark: _Toc512246350]Applicants are ineligible for any TUPE Grant funding if they have received directly or indirectly, any funding, educational materials, or services from the tobacco, vaping, or marijuana industries—even if for the purpose of implementing tobacco-use prevention, youth development, intervention, or cessation programs. In addition, TUPE grantees are prohibited from accepting such materials and services for the duration of the grant. Acceptance of such items will result in termination of the grant, the return of all advanced grant funds, and may disqualify the COE from future TUPE funding opportunities.
A signature by the Superintendent or Designee on the application materials constitutes an assurance that the applicant will not accept materials, services, or funding from the tobacco, vaping, or marijuana industries.
B. [bookmark: _Toc221108217]Grantee Selection and Application Review
Grantee selection is determined on a noncompetitive basis.
C. [bookmark: _Toc204072651][bookmark: _Toc512246351][bookmark: _Toc221108218]Notification of Grant Awards
Notification of awards will be made in writing to applicants. A Grant Awards List will be posted on the CDE TUPE Funding Results web page at https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/he/at/tupefunding.asp.
D. [bookmark: _Toc204072652][bookmark: _Toc512246352][bookmark: _Toc221108219]Retention of Records
Grantees should retain program records (e.g., progress reports, surveys, meeting/training attendance sheets, etc.), and fiscal records such as expenditure reports and accounting records, that reflect actual expenditures, including, but not limited to, accounting books, ledgers, documents, and payroll records (including signed timesheets, etc.). The Grantee must follow standard accounting procedures and practices that properly reflect all direct and indirect expenses related to the grant. The Grantee is to maintain fiscal and program records documenting expenditures and program implementation for five years beyond the date of the final grant payment.
The CDE must be permitted to review and inspect the activities, documents, and financial records during the grant term, and for five years beyond the final payment.
E. [bookmark: _Toc221108220]Termination of Grant Funds
Failure to submit the required deliverables by the established due dates may jeopardize an agency’s funding and their eligibility to apply for future funding. Late or non-submission of one or more required deliverables may result in termination of the grant with the CDE withholding any undistributed funds and billing the agency for any funds given in advance.
[bookmark: _Toc512246353][bookmark: _Toc221108221]Resources
[bookmark: _Toc69016961][bookmark: _Toc69022728][bookmark: _Toc69201386][bookmark: _Toc70926879][bookmark: _Toc70927119][bookmark: _Toc75838219][bookmark: _Toc76283290][bookmark: _Toc163373576][bookmark: _Toc163634573][bookmark: _Toc163638291][bookmark: _Toc163638441][bookmark: _Toc164586474][bookmark: _Toc164586603]This section contains reference materials and resources to assist the COEs in developing their applications and providing TA to LEAs within their county.
A. [bookmark: _Toc512246354][bookmark: _Toc221108222][bookmark: _Toc69016963][bookmark: _Toc69022730][bookmark: _Toc69201388][bookmark: _Toc70926882][bookmark: _Toc70927122][bookmark: _Toc75838224][bookmark: _Toc76283295][bookmark: _Toc163373581][bookmark: _Toc163634578][bookmark: _Toc163638296][bookmark: _Toc163638446][bookmark: _Toc164586479][bookmark: _Toc164586608]California Department of Education, California Tobacco-Free School District Certification Web Page
This web page provides information about the CDE Tobacco-Free School District Certification process. This includes a list of currently certified LEAs, certification forms and instructions, and sample policies. The CDE California Tobacco-Free District Certification web page may be accessed at https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/he/at/tobaccofreecert.asp.
[bookmark: _Toc512246355][bookmark: _Toc221108223][bookmark: _Toc69016968][bookmark: _Toc69022734][bookmark: _Toc69201392][bookmark: _Toc70926886][bookmark: _Toc70927126][bookmark: _Toc75838229][bookmark: _Toc76283300][bookmark: _Toc163373584][bookmark: _Toc163634581][bookmark: _Toc163638299][bookmark: _Toc163638449][bookmark: _Toc164586482][bookmark: _Toc164586611]B.	Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Guidelines for School Health Programs to Prevent Tobacco Use and Addiction and Youth Tobacco Prevention
[bookmark: _Toc512246356]Guidelines for School Health Professionals to Prevent Tobacco Use and Addiction and Youth Tobacco Prevention resources can be found on the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention web page at https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/PDF/rr/rr4302.pdf.
[bookmark: _Toc221108224]C.	California Health and Safety Code section 104350 through 104559.5
The full code language related to the California Tobacco Prevention Program, including those sections pertaining to this funding, may be accessed on the California Legislative Information web page at https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?division=103.&chapter=1.&part=3.&lawCode=HSC&article=1.
[bookmark: _Toc221108225][bookmark: _Toc512246357]D.	Tobacco-Free Policies and Regulations
Resources to assist schools in developing policies and administrative regulations that comply with HSC requirements may be accessed on the tupeca.org web page at https://www.tupeca.org/program-administration/tobacco-free-policy.
[bookmark: _Toc221108226][bookmark: _Toc512246365]Data-Driven Program Continuous Improvement
The state TUPE program adopts a data-driven approach to support local TUPE programs in program planning, implementation, and continuous improvement. Major efforts have been devoted to developing and promoting timely data collection and results distribution on youth tobacco use behaviors and perception. Systematic support was also provided to local programs in program service implementation tracking.
The California Youth Tobacco Survey collects information from eighth, tenth, and twelfth-grade students regarding tobacco-related knowledge, attitudes, and behavior, and the relationship between tobacco and marijuana use and mental health, as well as exposure to school- and community-based programs and activities. One specific purpose of the study is to assess the overall effectiveness of the statewide Proposition 99 and 56-funded TUPE programs in California schools, as mandated by sections 104375(c) and 104375(d) of the California Health and Safety Code.
TUPE participating schools, when selected, are required to participate in this survey. Your effort is greatly appreciated as it not only supports the evaluation of overall TUPE program performance but also informs state and county level TUPE program development.
The California Healthy Kids Survey is a highly recommended data tool to inform local TUPE service development. It is a modular, anonymous assessment recommended for students age 10 (grade 5) and above. It focuses on student connectedness, school climate, school safety, physical and mental well-being and social-emotional learning, and student supports. It allows local program leads to track student tobacco-use related information down to the individual school level and maintains valuable trend data. As a result of much lower rates of youth tobacco use and significant funding decreases, CHKS administration is no longer a TUPE grant requirement. For information on financial support to administer administration, contact CalSCHLS.
The TUPE Standardized TUPE Activity Recording System (TUPE STARS) allows local TUPE programs to collect TUPE activity data for tracking, evaluation and progress reporting purposes. TUPE STARS provides a single database to record TUPE activities for each school site, county, and district. STARS also allows TUPE managers to access the activity dashboard to monitor user activity across multiple sites/districts, query data by a range of time, and download TUPE activity data for reporting purposes.
The CDE DataQuest provides meaningful data and statistics about California’s public educational system from Kindergarten to Grade 12. Summaries and detailed data reports are available at the school, district, county, and state levels. 
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[bookmark: _Toc9315853]2026–27 Tobacco-Use Prevention Education Program 
County Technical Assistance Grant
The following program assurances describe the roles and responsibilities that the county office of education (COE) must perform to assist local educational agencies (LEAs) in preventing tobacco use by youth and in enforcing Tobacco-Free Policies. As a condition of receiving these funds, the COE, through its Tobacco-Use Prevention Education (TUPE) County Coordinator, will conduct or participate in the activities described below.
A. [bookmark: _Toc9315854]The COE will provide technical assistance (TA) by:

1. Assisting LEAs in the development of procedures and processes to prohibit the use of all tobacco products on LEA property. This includes, where applicable, assessing tobacco-free policies and enforcement procedures and assisting LEAs in revising policies to address the prohibition of e-cigarettes and emerging products.
2. Assisting LEAs in developing capacity for implementing TUPE programs and activities.
3. Assisting LEAs in developing TUPE grant applications. This includes determining the LEAs’ Tobacco-Free Certification status and offering related assistance.
4. Providing TA to LEAs in preparing reports and data required by the TUPE Office, analyzing data, and encouraging the public reporting of the data analysis and recommendations to the LEAs’ governing boards.
5. Initiating discussions with LEAs and providing TA encouraging the agencies to identify and address health disparities within the schools represented in TUPE grant projects.
6. Providing TA to LEAs, as needed, to ensure the provision of services to pregnant minors and minor parents as described in California Health and Safety Code (HSC) Section 104460.
B. [bookmark: _Toc9315855]The COE will exhibit leadership to the local educational agencies by:

1. Continuing to meet the Tobacco-Free Schools criteria at the COE, including the implementation and enforcement of the Tobacco-Free School Policy pursuant to Assembly Bill 3487 and HSC Section 104420(n)(2).
2. Building partnerships and collaborations with county health department tobacco control programs, county alcohol and drug programs, county mental health programs, and other community prevention and intervention initiatives. This includes participation in the tobacco control coalition coordinated by the county health department.
3. Encouraging LEAs to apply for TUPE grant funds or developing a plan to submit a consortium grant on behalf of several LEAs within the county. The COE or another LEA may act as the fiscal and program lead for the grant.
4. Building LEA capacity to support TUPE-focused youth development strategies.
5. Building LEA capacity to support TUPE-focused activities addressing health disparities within the county.
6. Keeping records and providing information to the CDE, as needed, to facilitate fiscal audits or grant reviews consistent with the law.
7. Attending the statewide TUPE County Coordinators’ Annual Meeting, TUPE monthly meetings, webinars, and conference calls convened by the TUPE Office.


8. 
1
2
2
[bookmark: _Toc512246366][bookmark: _Toc221108228]Appendix 2: County Technical Assistance Grant

Estimated Allocation Table
for Proposition 56 and Proposition 99 Funds

Estimate for Fiscal Year 2026–27 based on 2024–25 Second Principal Apportionment Average Daily Attendance
Note: These amounts are estimated and may change depending on the outcome of state budget negotiations, funding available from the Cigarette and Tobacco Products Surtax Fund, and changes in counties’ Second Principal Apportionment Average Daily Attendance for 2025–26. One Grant Award Notification will be issued for both Propositions 56 and 99 funding sources.
	County Office of Education 
	2026-27 Proposition 99 Estimated Allocation 
	2026-27 Proposition 56 Estimated Allocation 

	Alameda
	$42,656.00 
	$42,656.00 

	Alpine 
	$37,500.00 
	$37,500.00 

	Amador 
	$37,500.00 
	$37,500.00 

	Butte 
	$37,500.00 
	$37,500.00 

	Calaveras 
	$37,500.00 
	$37,500.00 

	Colusa 
	$37,500.00 
	$37,500.00 

	Contra Costa 
	$41,630.00 
	$41,630.00 

	Del Norte
	$37,500.00 
	$37,500.00 

	El Dorado 
	$37,500.00 
	$37,500.00 

	Fresno 
	$42,538.00 
	$42,538.00 

	Glenn
	$37,500.00 
	$37,500.00 

	Humboldt 
	$37,500.00 
	$37,500.00 

	Imperial 
	$37,500.00 
	$37,500.00 

	Inyo
	$37,500.00 
	$37,500.00 

	Kern
	$42,387.00 
	$42,387.00 

	Kings
	$37,500.00 
	$37,500.00 

	Lake
	$37,500.00 
	$37,500.00 

	Lassen 
	$37,500.00 
	$37,500.00 

	Los Angeles 
	$51,899.00 
	$51,899.00 

	Madera 
	$37,500.00 
	$37,500.00 

	Marin 
	$37,500.00 
	$37,500.00 

	Mariposa 
	$37,500.00 
	$37,500.00 

	Mendocino 
	$37,500.00 
	$37,500.00 

	Merced 
	$39,510.00 
	$39,510.00 

	Modoc 
	$37,500.00 
	$37,500.00 

	Mono
	$37,500.00 
	$37,500.00 

	Monterey 
	$39,949.00 
	$39,949.00 

	Napa
	$37,500.00 
	$37,500.00 

	Nevada
	$37,500.00 
	$37,500.00 

	Orange
	$48,183.00 
	$48,183.00 

	Placer
	$40,143.00 
	$40,143.00 

	Plumas 
	$37,500.00 
	$37,500.00 

	Riverside 
	$47,691.00 
	$47,691.00 

	Sacramento 
	$43,675.00 
	$43,675.00 

	San Benito 
	$37,500.00 
	$37,500.00 

	San Bernardino
	$47,206.00 
	$47,206.00 

	San Diego 
	$49,218.00 
	$49,218.00 

	San Francisco
	$39,363.00 
	$39,363.00 

	San Joaquin 
	$41,295.00 
	$41,295.00 

	San Luis Obispo
	$37,500.00 
	$37,500.00 

	San Mateo 
	$40,357.00 
	$40,357.00 

	Santa Barbara 
	$39,764.00 
	$39,764.00 

	Santa Clara 
	$43,196.00 
	$43,196.00 

	Santa Cruz 
	$37,500.00 
	$37,500.00 

	Shasta 
	$37,500.00 
	$37,500.00 

	Sierra 
	$37,500.00 
	$37,500.00 

	Siskiyou
	$37,500.00 
	$37,500.00 

	Solano 
	$39,508.00 
	$39,508.00 

	Sonoma
	$39,688.00 
	$39,688.00 

	Stanislaus 
	$41,119.00 
	$41,119.00 

	Sutter 
	$37,500.00 
	$37,500.00 

	Tehama 
	$37,500.00 
	$37,500.00 

	Trinity 
	$37,500.00 
	$37,500.00 

	Tulare 
	$40,998.00 
	$40,998.00 

	Tuolumne 
	$37,500.00 
	$37,500.00 

	Ventura 
	$40,527.00 
	$40,527.00 

	Yolo 
	$37,500.00 
	$37,500.00 

	Yuba 
	$37,500.00 
	$37,500.00 

	Total 
	$2,295,000.00 
	$2,295,000.00 
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