California Department of Education	June 2026
Homeless Education Technical Assistance Center Request for Applications Errata 2: Timeline, Introduction, Submission Process, and Appeal Process
Homeless Education Technical Assistance Center (HETAC) Request for Applications (RFA) Errata 2.
To County Offices of Education and Interested Parties:
Please use Errata 2 to update your copy of the HETAC RFA. Errata 2 hereby revises the HETAC RFA as follows:
[bookmark: _Toc392508624][bookmark: _Toc41576015][bookmark: _Toc214444387]Timeline (page 1)
Delete:
	Important Events
	Important Dates

	Request for Applications (RFA) Release Date
	January 12, 2026

	Homeless Education Technical Assistance Center (HETAC) Webinar 
	February 26, 2026

	HETAC Application Due to the California Department of Education (CDE)
	[bookmark: _Hlk213238389]April 24, 2026

	HETAC Readers’ Conference Conducted by the CDE
	May 11–15, 2026

	Announce HETAC Grantees
	May 22, 2026

	Appeals Received via email to the CDE
	May 29, 2026

	Program Begins
	July 1, 2026


Replace with:
	Important Events
	Important Dates

	Request for Applications (RFA) Release Date
	January 12, 2026

	Homeless Education Technical Assistance Center (HETAC) Webinar 
	February 26, 2026

	HETAC Application Due to the California Department of Education (CDE)
	April 24, 2026

	HETAC Readers’ Conference Conducted by the CDE
	May 11–15, 2026

	HETAC Errata 1 Webinar 
	June 26, 2026

	HETAC Errata 1 Due
	 July 10, 2026

	HETAC Errata 1 Readers’ Conference Conducted by the CDE
	July 13, 2026

	Announce HETAC Grantees
	July 15, 2026

	Appeals Received via email to the CDE
	July 22, 2026

	Program Period 
	July 1, 2026 – June 30, 2029


[bookmark: _Toc392508628][bookmark: _Toc41576019][bookmark: _Toc214444392]Introduction (pages 1-2)
Delete:
The CDE invites county offices of education (COEs) throughout the state to apply to become a HETAC. The HETAC(s) will provide regional support, resources, and expertise to homeless education liaisons throughout the state to ensure that local educational agencies (LEAs) meet all of the requirements specified in Section 11432(g)(3) of the federal McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (42 United States Code [U.S.C.] Sec. 11301 et seq.) and additional homeless education provisions outlined in California Education Code (EC).
[bookmark: _Hlk212562017]The 2025-26 California State Budget appropriated $1.5 million of Proposition 98 funding to support the work of the HETAC(s) (Assembly Bill 101, Budget Act of 2025, Item 6100-136-0001). The CDE will select up to three HETAC(s) to carry out activities from July 1, 2026, through June 30, 2029, and will consider geographic diversity and concentrations of homeless children and youths and unaccompanied youths. The continuity of the HETAC(s) is contingent on the California State Legislature appropriating state funding each year to CDE to support the work of the HETAC(s). 
[bookmark: _Toc392508626][bookmark: _Toc41576017]In addition, California’s System of Support is rooted in building local capacity and assisting LEAs to identify and eliminate inequities, as part of the continuous improvement process. The technical assistance provided by the HETAC(s) shall be consistent with the statewide system of support established pursuant to EC Section 52059.5. 
Replace with:
The CDE invites county offices of education (COEs) throughout the state to apply to become a HETAC. The HETAC(s) will provide regional support, resources, and expertise to homeless education liaisons throughout the state to ensure that local educational agencies (LEAs) meet all of the requirements specified in Section 11432(g)(3) of the federal McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (42 United States Code [U.S.C.] Sec. 11301 et seq.) and additional homeless education provisions outlined in California Education Code (EC).
The proposed 2026-27 California State Budget would appropriate $1.5 million of Proposition 98 funding to support the work of the HETAC(s) (Senate Bill 879, Budget Act of 2026, Item 6100-136-0001). The CDE plans to select up to three HETAC(s) to carry out activities from July 1, 2026, through June 30, 2029, and will consider geographic diversity and concentrations of homeless children and youths and unaccompanied youths. The availability of funding to support the work of the HETACs is contingent on the California State Legislature appropriating sufficient state funding each year to the CDE for the purpose of the HETAC grant and is also subject to any restrictions, limitations or conditions imposed by the California State Legislature that may affect the terms and conditions of the HETAC grant. By submitting an application, an applicant understands that the CDE may terminate or amend the grant to reflect any elimination or reduction of funds actually received by the CDE or any statutory conditions placed upon the funding.
In addition, California’s System of Support is rooted in building local capacity and assisting LEAs to identify and eliminate inequities, as part of the continuous improvement process. The technical assistance provided by the HETAC(s) shall be consistent with the statewide system of support established pursuant to EC Section 52059.5.
Submission Process (pages 4–5)
Delete:
All applications will be screened for compliance with the Request for Applications (RFA) requirements. Applications must:
1. Be submitted via email to HERFA@cde.ca.gov by Friday, April 24, 2026, by 5 p.m.
a. The applicant will receive email confirmation when the application is received by the CDE.
b. If an application needs revision, simply resubmit. The last submitted application will be the one considered for review. 
2. Have a narrative formatted in 12-point Arial font of no more than seven pages, which addresses Prompts 1‒3 in the Application Narrative section.
3. Complete Prompt 4: the budget and budget narrative.
Applications which do not comply with these guidelines are incomplete or late will not be considered.
Replace with:
All applications will be screened for compliance with the Request for Applications (RFA) requirements. Applications must:
1. Be submitted via email to HERFA@cde.ca.gov by Friday, April 24, 2026, by 5 p.m.
a. The applicant will receive email confirmation when the application is received by the CDE.
b. If an application needs revision, simply resubmit. The last submitted application will be the one considered for review. 
2. Have a narrative formatted in 12-point Arial font of no more than seven pages, which addresses Prompts 1‒3 in the Application Narrative section.
3. Complete Prompt 4: the budget and budget narrative.
In addition, Errata 1 to the HETAC RFA requires the completion of Prompt 5 formatted in 12-point Arial font of no more than four pages. This must be submitted via email to HERFA@cde.ca.gov by Friday, July 10, 2026, by 5 p.m. The applicant will receive an email confirmation when Prompt 5 is received by the CDE.
Applications which do not comply with these guidelines are incomplete or late will not be considered.
Appeal Process (page 5)
Delete:
HETAC(s) will be selected based on the score of their application. Appeals to the grant awards must be received via email within five working days of receipt of the letter of regret by May 29, 2026.
Appeals are limited to the grounds that the CDE failed to follow the RFA’s standards for reviewing and scoring the application. Disagreement with an application reader’s professional judgment is not grounds for appeal and appeals based on such disagreement will be denied.
The Letter of Appeal must include a detailed and complete statement and explanation of the appeal, including the issue(s) in dispute, the legal authority or other basis for the appeal position, any facts supporting the appeal, and the remedy sought.
Applicants who wish to appeal the decision must submit a letter of appeal by email to:
Erika Torres, Interim Division Director
Student Achievement and Support Division
California Department of Education
HERFA@cde.ca.gov
Late appeals will not be considered. A final decision will be made by the CDE within five working days of the last day to file an appeal. The decision shall be the final administrative action afforded by the appellant.
Replace with:
HETAC(s) will be selected based on the score of their application. Appeals to the grant awards must be received via email within five working days of receipt of the letter of regret by July 22, 2026.
Appeals are limited to the grounds that the CDE failed to follow the RFA’s standards for reviewing and scoring the application. Disagreement with an application reader’s professional judgment is not grounds for appeal and appeals based on such disagreement will be denied.
The Letter of Appeal must include a detailed and complete statement and explanation of the appeal, including the issue(s) in dispute, the legal authority or other basis for the appeal position, any facts supporting the appeal, and the remedy sought.
Applicants who wish to appeal the decision must submit a letter of appeal by email to:
Joshua Strong, Interim Division Director
Student Achievement and Support Division
California Department of Education
HERFA@cde.ca.gov
Late appeals will not be considered. A final decision will be made by the CDE within five working days of the last day to file an appeal. The decision shall be the final administrative action afforded by the appellant.
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