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This Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) document highlights common questions about the Request for Applications (RFA) process for the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA), Title II, Adult Education and Family Literacy Act (AEFLA) funding in California. Responses reference applicable sections of the RFA. Applicants are responsible for reviewing the full RFA for complete requirements. This document may be updated as outlined in Section 1.4 Critical Dates. 

1. What is the overall application process?
The funding opportunity uses a two‑part process:
· Part One: Eligibility Screening
· This is a required pre‑application step used only to determine eligibility to apply.
· Part Two: Application for the WIOA, Title II: AEFLA Funding
See Section 1.3 Application Submission Process

2. Does submitting Eligibility Screening obligate my organization to apply for or accept funding?
No. Eligibility Screening does not create any obligation to apply for or accept funding. The obligation is created upon execution of the notice of award (NOA).   
See Section 1.3.1 Part One: Eligibility Screening, Section 1.3.2 Part Two: Application for AEFLA Funding, Section 6.1 Applicant Instructions, and Appendix E: Supplemental Eligibility Information for Charter Schools

3. Who is required to submit Eligibility Screening?
All organizations that intend to deliver AEFLA‑funded services—whether applying as a single agency or as a consortium member or as a Fiscal Agent for a consortium—must complete Eligibility Screening. 
See Section 1.3.1 Part One: Eligibility Screening, Section 1.6 Eligibility Screening, and Section 1.6.1 Eligibility Screening Requirements

4. Who may submit Eligibility Screening? 
Eligibility Screening may be submitted by an authorized organizational representative, such as a program‑level administrator.
See Section 1.6.2 Provider Information

5. When is my Superintendent or College President’s signature needed?
Contact information for the Superintendent or College President is submitted as part of Eligibility Screening. This person will receive a copy of the submitted documents and should be aware of the agency’s intent to participate in the RFA. Your organization may choose to have the Superintendent or College President sign the Eligibility Screening submission, but it is not required. A binding signature is required on the submitted grant application, on some documents submitted with the application and on the Grant Award Notification. 
See Sections 1.6.2 Provider Information, 6.1 Applicant Instructions, and 6.2.6 Attachment Uploads and Certifications

6. What does the Eligibility Screening attestation cover?
The attestation applies to:
· Debarment and exclusion status; and
· Accuracy of information submitted for eligibility determination.
See Section 1.6.2 Provider Information

7. What happens if information submitted during Eligibility Screening is inaccurate?
Any material misrepresentation or omission may result in disqualification from eligibility consideration.
See Section 1.6.2 Provider Information

8. What happens after Eligibility Screening is submitted?
Organizations that meet eligibility requirements will be notified by email and issued a Personal Identification Number to proceed to Part Two.
Organizations that do not meet eligibility requirements will receive notification by email about their eligibility status.
See Section 1.3.1 Part One: Eligibility Screening

9. Does passing Eligibility Screening guarantee funding?
No. Eligibility Screening only determines whether an organization is eligible to apply. All applications are competitively reviewed and scored before funding determinations are made. 
See Section 1.8 Application Review and Scoring

10. What if an organization does not pass Eligibility Screening?
Organizations that do not pass Eligibility Screening are not eligible to submit an application during the second step of the process.
See Section 1.6 Eligibility Screening

11. What is “demonstrated effectiveness”?
Demonstrated effectiveness is a federal eligibility requirement verifying prior success in serving adult learners.
See Section 1.6.4 Demonstrated Effectiveness and Appendix F: Demonstrated Effectiveness Data

12. Do all consortium participants need to pass Eligibility Screening?
Yes. Each consortium member and the Fiscal Agent must independently pass Eligibility Screening.
See Sections 1.3.2 Part Two: Application for AEFLA Funding, 1.6 Eligibility Screening and 6.1 Applicant Instructions
13. Who may serve as a WIOA Consortium Fiscal Agent?
The Fiscal Agent must be an “eligible provider” as defined in Section 1.5 Eligible Providers and must directly deliver AEFLA-funded adult education and literacy services. The Fiscal Agent is also required to complete Eligibility Screening and demonstrate effectiveness. For purposes of this RFA, entities that do not directly deliver AEFLA-funded services are not eligible to serve as a Fiscal Agent.  
See Section 1.5 Eligible Providers, Section 1.6.1 Eligibility Screening Requirements, Section 3.3.4 WIOA Consortium Fiscal Agent, and Section 6.1 Applicant Instructions

14. Who signs the funding application?
The Part Two application must be electronically signed by an individual with legal authority to bind the applicant organization. Typically, the application is signed by the Superintendent, College President, or Chief Executive Officer.
See Section 6.2.6 Attachment Uploads and Certifications

15. Can program areas be added after an award is made?
No. Program areas must be selected at the time of application and cannot be added after an award.
See Section 6.2.5 Program Areas

16. Where will official updates and responses to questions be posted?
All official FAQs, updates, and errata will be posted on the 2027–2031 RFA web page.

17. Who is considered the “eligible provider” for a charter school?
The “eligible provider” for a charter school is the legal entity that directly delivers adult education services and retains legal and fiscal responsibility for those services. The charter school must be the entity submitting Eligibility Screening and, if invited, the application. A Charter Management Organization (CMO) may assist with preparation or operations, but it cannot submit or sign on the school’s behalf, or receive, hold, or administer AEFLA funds on behalf of the provider.

See Section 1.5 Eligible Providers and Section 1.6.6 Charter School Eligibility Requirements

18. Can a CMO sign or submit Eligibility Screening or application materials for the charter school?
No. Eligibility Screening and application materials must be submitted and certified by the authorized representative of the charter school. A Charter Management Organization (CMO) may assist with preparation, but it cannot submit or sign on the school’s behalf.
See Section 1.6.6 Charter School Eligibility Requirements and Section 6.2.6 Attachment Uploads and Certifications

19. Can a CMO act as a consortium fiscal agent or hold AEFLA funds for charter schools?
No. A CMO may not serve as a consortium fiscal agent or receive, hold, or administer AEFLA funds on behalf of a charter school.
See Section 1.5 Eligible Providers, Section 1.6.6 Charter School Eligibility Requirements, and Section 3.3.4 WIOA Consortium Fiscal Agent

20. Does receiving AEFLA funding in the current grant cycle guarantee funding in the next grant cycle?
No. All funding under this RFA is competitive, based on submitted applications. Previously funded agencies must meet eligibility requirements, submit a complete application, and score high enough to be considered for the 2027–2031 grant cycle. 

See Sections 1.3.2 Part Two: Application for AEFLA Funding and 1.8 Application Review and Scoring

21. What happens if enrollment projections aren’t met?
Funding is based on actual performance, not projections. Typically, if enrollment or outcomes are lower than projected after the first two years of the grant cycle, the amount of funding earned may be reduced. The California Department of Education (CDE) may provide technical assistance or adjust future funding as needed. The CDE may recover overpayments based on actual performance. 
See Section 4.1 Duration of Grant, Section 7 Application Section Two: Enrollment, and Appendix C Payment Point Overview

22. What does “projections should be accurate and reasonable” mean?
Projections should be realistic and data‑based, reflecting prior enrollment, staffing, facilities, and program capacity. Projections that significantly exceed demonstrated capacity may be adjusted by the CDE.
See Section 4.1 Duration of Grant and Section 7 Application Section Two: Enrollment

Important Reminder
This FAQ is for reference only. In the event of a conflict, the RFA governs.











