




















































Notable Funding Requirements (1) 
Requirement Description Annual 

Audit 

Instructional 
Time 

• Full annual offering of minutes and days
 School Districts: daily scheduling requirements
 Charter Schools: do not have minimum day requirements 

YES 

Attendance 

• In-person: engaged in educational activities required of them
• Independent Study: work product and synchronous

instruction (if applicable), or satisfactory educational progress
in certified courses

YES 

Supervision 

• In-person: immediate supervision and control of a certificated
employee of the LEA

• Independent Study: general supervision and control of a
certificated employee of the LEA

YES 
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Notable Funding Requirements (2) 
Requirement Description Annual Audit 

Age-Eligibility 

• School Districts: no maximum age unless participating in IS 
or Special Education 

• Charter Schools: students over 19 must be continuously 
enrolled, making satisfactory educational progress towards a 
high school diploma, and shall not be over the age of 22 

• Independent Study: Continuously enrolled in a School 
District/COE: not over 21 years; continuously enrolled in a 
charter: not over 22 years; not continuously enrolled: not over 
19 years (all LEAs) 

YES 

Residency 

• School Districts: must be a resident of the School District 
unless an exception is provided for in law 

• Charter Schools: must be a resident of California 
• Independent Study: must be a resident of the county or 

adjacent county 

YES 
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Notable Funding Requirements (3) 
Requirement Description Annual 

Audit 

Immunization 

• Students must receive appropriate immunizations to
participate in in-person instruction.

• Conditional admission permitted only if requirements of CCR,
Title 17, Section 6035 are met.

• Not applicable for students with IEPs and students
participating in IS programs.

YES 

ADA 
Limitations 

• Each student cannot generate more than one day of
attendance per day.

• Some ADA is not fundable:
 Excess IS ADA
 Continuation and Opportunity schools and programs IS

ADA over the 10% threshold

YES 
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Independent Study 
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Independent Study Eligibility (2) 
IS Condition of Apportionment School district 

or COE 
Charter 
schools 

Students over 21 cannot generate IS ADA. Students that 
have not been continuously enrolled since their 18th birthday 
can only generate IS ADA until they are 19. 

YES NO 

Students between 19 and 22 may participate in IS if they 
have been continuously enrolled since their 18th birthday and 
are making satisfactory progress towards a high school 
diploma. 

NO YES 

IS students enrolled in an exclusive partnership program are 
exempt from the age eligibility requirements. N/A YES 

Continuation and Opportunity students may participate in IS; 
10% limit on ADA generated in IS (EC Section 51745(b)). YES N/A 
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No Minimum Offering 

Beginning with the 
2024-25 school year,
the minimum 3-day IS 
requirement for school 
districts and COEs will 

no longer apply. 

All LEAs, including 
school districts and 

COEs, may offer IS for 
as short as one day. 
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Length of Participation 
Type of IS Prior to FY 2024-25 Beginning FY 2024-25 

Long-term IS 15 or more cumulative 
days per schoolyear 

16 or more cumulative 
days per schoolyear 

Short-term IS 14 or fewer cumulative 
days per schoolyear 

15 or fewer cumulative 
days per schoolyear 

Tiered reengagement, synchronous instruction/live interaction, and transition 
to in-person instruction requirements apply to students participating in 16 or 
more cumulative days per schoolyear (EC sections 51747(d-f) and 51749.5). 
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Written Agreements
Short-term Independent Study 

Timeline 
• Signed written agreements can be obtained anytime during the schoolyear 
• Best Practice: Provide written agreements to parents/guardians before or 

at the start of the schoolyear (i.e. in back-to-school paperwork) 

Requirements 
• All other IS requirements must be met from the first day of student 

participation, regardless of when the agreement is signed 

Signatures 
• Each written agreement must be signed by all applicable parties 
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ADA Computation: Recordkeeping 
• Teacher Record: the method for maintaining IS instruction 

documentation (5 CCR, Section 11703(b)) 

Basis of apportionment and academic credit 

Teacher maintains a record for each student under their supervision 

Includes a record of each assignment due and meeting with student 

Used in place of classroom attendance for the purpose of generating ADA 

Record of time value and academic credit 

Must be kept for 3 years 
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Make-Up Attendance (1) 
LEAs must maintain contemporaneous attendance records by 
documenting each day a student is present and absent. 

An absence occurs when a student does not attend school or 
participate in IS. 

School districts and COEs can recoup an absence for funding purposes 
by offering in-person Saturday School. 

Beginning in FY 2025-26, all LEAs can begin offering Attendance 
Recovery program(s). 

LEAs cannot use IS as a method to make up attendance once an 
absence has occurred and been recorded. 

School Fiscal Services Division 47 



 
    

 

   

      
  

   

 

Make-Up Attendance (2) 
Example: Student A becomes ill over the weekend and is absent from in-person 
instruction on Monday. 

 The LEA records Monday as an absence in the attendance register. 

 The LEA can recover the absence for funding purposes via Saturday School (School 
District/COE) or, beginning in FY 2025-26, Attendance Recovery (all LEAs). 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
Absence ADA 

(In-person) 
ADA 

(In-person) 
ADA 

(In-person) 
ADA 

(In-person) 
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Make-Up Attendance (4) 
Example: Student C becomes ill over the weekend and is absent from in-
person instruction on Monday. 
 The LEA did not provide IS to Student C on Monday. 
 Since the student did not attend in-person instruction or participate in IS, the LEA must 

record Monday as an absence in the attendance register. 
 If the LEA provides IS to the student once they have returned to school, it is for the purposes 

of academic credit only. ADA cannot be earned as a student cannot generate more than one 
day of attendance in a schoolday. Please see Tuesday as an example. 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
Absent ADA 

(In-person) 
IS 

(Academic credit) 

ADA 
(In-person) 

ADA 
(In-person) 

ADA 
(In-person) 

School Fiscal Services Division 50 



   
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

  

 
  

 
  

 

Planning Considerations for LEAs 
Implementing Independent Study (1) 
Board Policies 

• All LEAs must update board 
policies to include: 
Updated written agreement

requirements for short-term IS 
• Updates to short- and long-term 

IS duration 
No minimum length of time 

requirement 

Written Agreements 

• Ensure all written agreements 
are: 
Signed before commencement

of long-term IS (16 or more 
days) 

Signed during the school year
for short-term (15 or fewer days) 

• Include all required elements in 
the written agreement (EC 
sections 51747(g) and 51794.6) 
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Transitional Kindergarten 
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Transitional Kindergarten 
2025-26 Requirements Summary 

• Class Size Average: maximum of 
24 students 

• Adult-to-Student Ratio: 1:10 

• TK Classroom Staffing (option): 

 1 Certificated Employee 

 2 assigned adults in the classroom. 
These adults must be employees of the 
LEA who are dedicated and available 
to all TK students for the duration of 
their time in the TK classroom. 
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Transitional Kindergarten
Online Resources and Tools 

• SFSD’s Transitional Kindergarten FAQs are 
available for reference at: 

www.cde.ca.gov/fg/it/tkfiscalfaq.asp 

• SFSD’s TK Compliance Calculator is located 
here: 

www.cde.ca.gov/fg/au/ag/penaltycalc.asp 
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Form J-13A & Instructional Continuity 
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Quick Reference Guide 
• In July 2023, CDE published a 

Quick Reference Guide for Form 
J-13A – School Closures. 

• This guide has helpful
information for LEAs prior to, 
during, and after an emergency. 

• LEAs can find this reference 
guide in the Resources section 
at the end of this presentation 
under Form J-13A. 

• This guide is applicable to all 
emergencies occurring up to 
June 30, 2026. 
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Resources 
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https://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/it/index.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/it/aarecovery.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/it/instructionaltimefaq.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/eo/is/calculations.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/aa/pa/pa2425rates.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/it/dualenrollment.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/gs/em/kinderfaq.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/it/tkfiscalfaq.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/ai/cw/
https://www.cde.ca.gov/re/lr/wr/faq.asp


https://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/it/j13a.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/it/j13a.asp
http://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/it/documents/j13aquickreference.pdf
https://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/it/j13aforms.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/it/2025lacwfj13ar.asp
mailto:J13ASubmittals@cde.ca.gov
mailto:ATTENDANCEACCOUNTING@cde.ca.gov
mailto:EmergencyServices@cde.ca.gov


  

 
  

  
  

   

 

Attendance Recovery FAQs Page 
• AR FAQs page now available on the 

CDE’s website: 
www.cde.ca.gov/fg/it/aarecovery.asp 

• The AR FAQs page is organized by 
topic area. 

• Contact details are provided at the 
bottom of each section and will direct 
you to the appropriate CDE offices for 
further information. 
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EC References Specific to Attendance Recovery 

• EC Section 46111: TK/K students in Attendance Recovery may exceed four-hour limit to day 
• EC Section 46120: Use of ELO-P funds to support Attendance Recovery 
• EC Section 46210: Legislative intent of Attendance Recovery 
• EC Section 46211: Attendance Recovery programs and conditions of apportionment. Highlights: 

Minimum days under EC sections 46112, 46113, 46117 and 46141 apply to all LEAs including 
charter schools for the purpose of Attendance Recovery 

Nonclassroom-based schools and full-time independent study students are not eligible to 
participate in Attendance Recovery programs 

Attendance Recovery programs will be audited beginning in FY 2025-26 
• EC Section 41601: Attendance Recovery days on noninstructional days are not included in divisor (total 

number of days school was taught) in the computation of average daily attendance. 
• EC Section 60901: The Department of Education will report on an alternative chronic absenteeism rate 

that includes Attendance Recovery day once data has been collected through CALPADS. 
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Thank you! 
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