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Qualified Zone Academy Bond Application (May 2011)
	APPLICATION INFORMATION

	County
	County Code
	District Code
	School Code

	     
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	District Name/Charter School Name

	     

	Sponsoring District of Charter School, if applicable

	     

	Name of Participating Site/Academy

	     

	CONTACT INFORMATION

	Contact Person
	Title

	     
	     

	Telephone Number
	Fax Number
	E-mail Address

	     
	     
	     

	CERTIFICATION OF ELIGIBILITY

	The Governing Board of the above named local educational agency (LEA) (school district/county office of education/charter school) certifies through a board resolution that the LEA satisfies Criterion 1 (check appropriate box), and Criteria 2 - 7.

	Criterion 1: Qualified by virtue of location or composition of the student body (on a school-by-school basis)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
   a)
Location: the academy is located in an Empowerment Zone or in an Enterprise Community 



	OR

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
   b)
Composition of student body: there is a reasonable expectation as of the date of issuance of bonds that at least 35 percent of the students attending the academy or participating in such program will be eligible for free or reduced-price lunches established under the National School Lunch Act.

	Criterion 2: Qualified by virtue of private business contribution(s):

	The academy has written commitments from private entity(ies) to make qualified contributions having a present value as of the date of the issuance of not less than ten percent of the proceeds of the bond, including items such as:

· Cash

· Equipment for use in the program, including state-of-the-art technology and vocational equipment

· Technical assistance in developing curriculum or training teachers to promote appropriate market driven technology in the classroom

· Mentoring programs

· Internships, field trips, or other educational opportunities outside the academy

· Other property or services specified by the eligible education agency

Attach all private contribution letters to the application.

	Criterion 3: Qualified by virtue of characteristics of the program:

	The academy program is established by and operated under the supervision of an eligible LEA (as defined in Section 14101 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965) to provide education or training below the post-secondary level, and

· Such academy is designed in cooperation with business to enhance the academic curriculum, increase graduation and employment rates, and better prepare students for college and the workforce, and

· Students in the academy are subject to the same academic standards and assessments as other students educated by the eligible local education agency, and

· The comprehensive education plan of the academy program is approved by the eligible local educational agency.

Attach written education plan to the application.

	Criterion 4: Qualified by virtue of use of bond proceeds:

	For purposes of the application, the proceeds of the Qualified Zone Academy Bond can be used for:

· Rehabilitating or repairing the facility in which the academy is established

· Providing equipment for use at such academy

· Providing instructional materials

· Providing teacher and other school personnel professional development

Attach written spending plan to the application.

	Criterion 5: Davis-Bacon Act:

	All laborers and mechanics employed by contractors or subcontractors on projects funded by Qualified Zone Academy Bond proceeds shall be paid wages and fringe benefits at rates not less than those prevailing or similar projects in the locality. 

	Criterion 6: Submittal of IRS Form 8038:

	Within fifteen days of issuance the LEA will submit a copy of IRS Form 8038 to the California Department of Education.

	Criterion 7: Completion Report:

	At the conclusion of the project a completion report must be submitted to the California Department of Education. 

	AMOUNT OF BOND AUTHORIZATION REQUESTED

	Bond Amount in Numbers
	Bond Amount in Written Words

	$     
	     

	CERTIFICATION

	I certify under penalty of perjury that to the best of my knowledge, the information in this application is true and correct and is in compliance with statutes and administrative provisions of the California Department of Education. The Governing Board of the above named LEA has authorized me to sign this application on its behalf.

	
	
	
	
	

	Signature of LEA Superintendent, Designee or

Charter School's Chief Administrative Officer
	
	Title
	
	Date


QUALIFIED ZONE ACADEMY BOND PROGRAM

APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS

Technical Assistance

For help in completing this application, please contact Lisa Constancio in the School Facilities Planning Division at 916-445-4889 or by e-mail at lconstancio@cde.ca.gov.

Submission Information

Please submit one signed original application for each project. Facsimiles will not be accepted. Applications will be accepted on a continual basis and will be authorized on a first come first serve basis. 
Mail to

Qualified Zone Academy Bond Program Application

School Facilities Planning Division

California Department of Education

1430 N Street, Suite 1201

Sacramento, CA 95814

Application Information

Please provide the name of the county where the school district or charter school is located; the county, district, school code; the name of the school district or charter school; the name of the sponsoring school district if a charter school is applying; the name of the participating site/academy; and the date of submission.

Charter schools are eligible to apply either directly or through the district in which they are located (California Code of Regulations, Title 5, Section 15132[a]) under the same conditions that other school districts are eligible. A charter school applying separately must inform its sponsoring district to solicit support. 

Contact Information

In the spaces provided enter the name and title of the contact person who is to be contacted by the California Department of Education for any questions related to this application, and the contact person's telephone number and extension, fax number, and e-mail address.

Certification of Eligibility

Read each criteria in this section.

Criterion 1. 
Eligibility.

To be eligible to participate in the Qualified Zone Academy Bond Program, a public school must meet one of these two criteria (check the appropriate box):

· The academy is located in an Empowerment Zone or Enterprise Community; or

· There is a reasonable expectation that at least 35 percent of the students attending the academy or participating in such program will be eligible for the free or reduced-price lunch program.

Criterion 2.
Private Business Contribution.
The private contribution letter should consist of:

· Contributor's letterhead

· Reference to academy

· Total contribution/discounts in dollars

· Contribution type - cash/services/goods

· Original signature and date

Criterion 3. 
Characteristics of the Program.
The written education plan should consist of:

· Name of the local educational agency (LEA)

· Academy description/designation

· Unique educational benefits the academy will provide

· How the education needs will be met through bond proceeds

· Education program

Criterion 4.
Use of Bond Proceeds.
LEAs should consult with their bond counsel and financial advisers to determine the appropriate use of proceeds under California law.

The spending plan should consist of:

· Name of the LEA (county office of education, school district, or charter school)

· Total dollar amount of the bond proceeds

· Itemized list of spending plan

100 percent of the bond proceeds are to be used for a qualified purpose with respect to a qualified zone academy established by an eligible LEA. 

Criterion 5.   Davis Bacon Act.


All laborers and mechanics employed by contractors or subcontractors on projects funded by Qualified Zone Academy Bond proceeds shall be paid wages and fringe benefits at rates not less than those prevailing on similar projects in the locality. 

Criterion 6    Submittal of IRS Form 8038.

Within fifteen days of issuance the LEA must submit a copy of IRS form 8038 to the California Department of Education. 

Criterion 7.    Completion Report

At the conclusion of the project a completion report must be submitted to the California Department of Education. A template of the report may be found at the following Web site http://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/fa/qz/ .
Amount of Bond Authorization Requested

Indicate the amount of bond authorization requested in both numbers and words, as in writing a check.

The maximum bond authorization for each Academy is $5,000,000 with a district cap authorization of $30,000,000. It is recommended that applications are submitted for a minimum of $1,000,000 bond authorization.

Certification

The LEA's superintendent, designee, or charter school's chief administrative officer, as authorized by the local governing board, must sign this page in order to certify that the information contained in the application is true and correct and that all applicable state and federal rules and regulations will be observed. All bond proceeds must be spent within three years. 
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