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beneficially
affected policies and programs.
Likewise,
prof,essional
staff
members within the State Department of Education have fostered progress
within their particular
fields of interest.
Federal planning and assistance
have also materially
influenced state educational agencies .
In response to these many pressures
and influences on ed1lcation, numerous
commissions
have been appointed over the years by the Legi:31ature, by the
Department of Education, and by educational organizations
to assess the operation of the public school system and the State Department of Education.
Certain of the studies made by these groups brought about siignificant changes
in the organization
of the state's educational administration.
It is convenient
to use these studies as dividing lines in chronicling
the development of the
administration.
The history is thus broken into the followin~~ segments:
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The "Department
of Public Instruction"
Before 1921. From 1852 until
1921, the Superintendent of Public Instruction
and a Stclte Board of
Education were referred to as a "Department
of Public Instruction,"
though in fact no such department of state government ,existed.
The Jones Report and the Department of Education,
1921--1927.
As a
result of a legislative
study and its report, known as the Jones Report,
the Department of Education was established in 1921.
of Depression and
suggestions made
by Superintendent
of Public Instruction
Will C. Wood, "the Board of
Education and the Department of Education were reorganized.
The Strayer Report and t-he Reorg~~zation.9!
the Eepartment,
1945-1963. In 1945 the State Reconstruction
and Reemployment
Commission
made a report known as the Strayer Report, which res'Lllted in new educationallegislation
and a change in the structure
of the Department of
Education.
The Little Reports and Reappraisal,
1963--1967.
The most recent
surveys of education in Calit-;ornia were made by Arthur D. Little,
Inc.
between 1963 and 1967. Some of the changes recommended
during the
time these studies were made have already taken place, and others are
projected.
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