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Legislation and Guidance 
President’s Full Budget Reportedly Contains Dramatic Cuts to Education
President Trump’s full budget proposal for federal fiscal year (FY) 2018, scheduled to be released next Tuesday, will contain significant cuts to education, according to a draft obtained by the Washington Post.  

The full budget will offer more information on the funding levels and policy proposals contained in the “skinny” budget issued in March.  It would cut $9.2 billion, or 13.6 percent, from the total funding for the U.S. Department of Education (ED).  

Under this proposal, funding for the Student Support and Academic Enrichment block grant (Title IV, Part A of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, or ESEA) would be eliminated entirely.  This year the program received $400 million out of a total $1.6 billion authorized.  The President also suggests eliminating funding for Title II of the ESEA, as well as 21st Century Community Schools Grants, Javits Gifted and Talented programs, and programs for Alaska Native and Native Hawaiian students.

Despite broad bipartisan agreement on a reauthorization bill which passed the House Committee on Education and the Workforce earlier this week, the proposal would reportedly cut funding for State Career and Technical Education grants under the Carl D. Perkins Act by 15 percent, or $168 million.  Adult basic literacy grants would lose approximately 16 percent.

Higher education funding and financial aid would be slashed deeply under this proposal as well.  A popular loan forgiveness program for borrowers in public service jobs, enacted in 2007, would be eliminated for future borrowers (it is unclear how the change would impact existing borrowers).  The total amount of funding for Pell Grants would increase, but the maximum award would remain flat at $5,920.  The budget would contain loose proposals for ending Perkins Loans and subsidization of federal student loans for low-income students.

The full budget will reportedly contain more information on the President’s Title I portability proposal.  It will call for the creation of a new $1 billion federal grant program which would allow students to take federal, State, and local dollars to the public school of their choice.  This funding would come in addition to the existing Title I program and is intended to encourage students to create school choice programs.  And a new $250 million “Education Innovation and Research Grant” would pay for expanding and studying the impact of vouchers to private and religious schools.  

Finally, the proposal would seek to eliminate about 150 positions at ED, largely in the Office for Civil Rights which would lose $1.7 million and more than 40 of roughly 570 positions.  

Still, the President’s full budget proposal is only a suggestion for Congress.  A spokesman for Senate Education Committee Chairman Lamar Alexander reminded reporters asking about the draft that “under the Constitution, Congress passes appropriations bills.”

Resources:
Andrew Ujifusa, “Trump Budget Reported to Use Title I, Research Aid to Push Choice,” Education Week: Politics K-12, May 17, 2017.  
Emma Brown, Valeria Strauss, and Danielle Douglas-Gabriel, “Trump’s first full education budget: Deep cuts to public school programs in pursuit of school choice,” Washington Post, May 17, 2017. 
Author: JCM
House Committee Advances Perkins Reauthorization Bill
The House Committee on Education and the Workforce held a markup on Wednesday of a bill introduced earlier this month that would reauthorize the Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education Act.  The bill, the Strengthening Career and Technical Education for the 21st Century Act (H.R. 2353), tracks closely to the reauthorization bill that passed the House with significant bipartisan support last year. 

At the markup on Wednesday, only a few minor changes were made to the original bill text.  The implementation date, which was originally slated to be January 1, 2018, was delayed six months to align implementation with the start of the school and funding year.  In addition, lawmakers clarified that in addition to secondary teachers, postsecondary faculty are considered stakeholders under the law.  And finally, a change was made to require an analysis to the extent to which efforts supported by the Perkins Act are based on evidence-based research. 

A handful of amendments were offered by members of the Committee, but ultimately only one amendment, concerning dual and concurrent enrollment (introduced by Representative Jason Lewis (R-MN), was adopted.  That amendment requires States to include information regarding dual and concurrent enrollment opportunities in their State plans submitted under the law. 

The Committee voted unanimously to report the bill favorably to the House floor, where the full chamber must vote on it.  Given that the bill was drafted with bipartisan input and that very similar legislation passed the House with wide margins last year, H.R. 2353 will likely garner widespread support from the full House.  It remains unclear, however, whether the Senate will be able to pass a version of their own before the end of the year because of its busy schedule and long to-do list. 

Author: KSC

OMB Further Delays Procurement Changes 
In a Federal Register notice this week, the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) announced that it would delay changes to procurement rules issued in 2013.  OMB will allow non-Federal entities an additional grace period of one fiscal year to implement changes to their procurement policies and procedures in accordance with the Uniform Grants Guidance (UGG).

The delay is effective May 17th, and will give entities until December 25th of this year to ensure all necessary changes are made.  New procurement standards, policies, and procedures will have to be in place for fiscal years beginning on or after December 26, 2017.

The Federal Register notice is available here.

Author: JCM

“Lunch Shaming” Bill Introduced in House 
Lawmakers in the House of Representatives have introduced legislation which would prohibit “lunch shaming” in school cafeterias participating in school meal programs.  The legislation would prevent schools from singling out students with unpaid meal debts, a practice which has remained common as school food service directors try to operate programs under tight budgets but which advocates say can humiliate students and discourage participation.  Similar legislation has recently passed in a number of States, including New Mexico.  

The bill, known as the Anti-Lunch Shaming Act, would require schools to communicate directly with parents about existing debts, rather than rely on students to pass messages along.  It would also prohibit schools from requiring that students with unpaid debt “work it off” by doing chores, or identifying them through the use of special bracelets or hand stamps.  Schools would also be prevented from throwing out a child’s meal if they determine a child couldn’t pay after the meal had been served.  Instead, schools would be encouraged to coordinate with other income-based programs to determine eligibility for free meals.

However, advocates have concerns about the legislation.  It would not prevent schools from providing students with debt with an alternate meal – usually a cold cheese or peanut butter and jelly sandwich – or from denying them a meal entirely.  Such actions could still end up singling out students, some say.  And though schools would be encouraged to enroll students in meal programs, there would be no enforcement.

The legislation has been referred to the House Committee on Education and the Workforce.  

Resources:
Evie Blad, “Would School ‘Lunch Shaming’ End Under Federal Bill?,” Education Week: Rules for Engagement, May 10, 2017.
Author: JCM
News 
ED Loosens Grant Application Formatting Requirements 
Earlier this month, Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos announced changes to the U.S. Department of Education’s (ED’s) policy regarding formatting requirements for grant applications.  The policy change follows a wave of criticism from lawmakers and stakeholders over ED’s rejection of a number of Upward Bound grant applications due to noncompliance with formatting instructions, such as line-spacing. 
Under the new policy, DeVos has instructed ED staff that they can no longer provide specific formatting and page requirements for grant applications.  Staff are still permitted to develop voluntary page limit and formatting suggestions, but an applicant cannot be precluded from being considered for grant funds for failing to follow those guidelines.
Lawmakers and stakeholders have requested that ED reconsider those Upward Bound applications rejected solely for formatting reasons, but others in the field have noted that including formatting requirements for grant applications, such as page limits, allows for a more level playing field for applicants.

Resources:

Goldie Blumenstyk, “After Outcry Over Rejected Grants, DeVos Forbids Formatting Rules,” Chronicle of Higher Education, May 8, 2017.
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