THE FEDERAL UPDATE		2
August 17, 2018
[bookmark: OLE_LINK4][bookmark: OLE_LINK5][bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2][bookmark: OLE_LINK7][bookmark: OLE_LINK8][bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK6][bookmark: OLE_LINK9][bookmark: OLE_LINK10][image: Brustein & Manasevit, PLLC Attorneys at Law; 3105 South Street, NW; Washington, DC 20007; phone 202-965-3652; fax 202-965-8913; e-mail bruman@bruman.com; www.bruman.com]
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Federal Update for August 17, 2018
From:	Michael Brustein, Julia Martin, Steven Spillan, Kelly Christiansen
Legislation and Guidance	1
Senate Considers Education Spending Bill	1
News	2
School Safety Commission Holds Fifth Hearing	2
New Grant to Offer Trauma Training for Students	2
[bookmark: _Toc522264600][bookmark: _Toc504484598]Legislation and Guidance
[bookmark: _Toc522264601]Senate Considers Education Spending Bill
The Senate returned this week from an abbreviated summer recess and began work on its third small appropriations package, or “minibus,” for fiscal year (FY) 2019 – this time including two bills funding the Departments of Defense, Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education (ED).   
The Senate has already passed two appropriations packages including funding for a variety of agencies in an attempt to return the appropriations process to regular order by passing most or all 12 appropriations bills by the end of the fiscal year, September 30th.  
The education portion of the minibus being considered this week increases funding for ED by approximately $541 million compared to FY 2018.  The Senate largely rejects the requests from the Trump administration to eliminate 28 education programs, as well as to create an “Opportunity Grants” program that would provide school vouchers for low-income students.  
A number of programs are level-funded in the Senate legislation, including Title II Supporting Effective Instruction grants and the 21st Century Community Learning Centers program under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), as well as career and technical education State grants.  ESEA Title I grants, special education grants to States under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, and the ESEA Title IV-A block grant, which can be used for some school safety-related activities, would each receive an additional $125 million.  The Senate provides a boost of $45 million for charter schools grants.  In addition, the legislation includes another $350 million designated to assist with eligibility issues faced by some participants of the Public Service Loan Forgiveness Program – a funding provision also included in the FY 2018 omnibus bill. 
The White House released a Statement of Administration Policy this week that identifies concerns with the education portion of the minibus, including the rejection of the administration’s proposed school choice proposals and funding a number of programs which the administration wants to eliminate.  The statement does not say whether the President will sign the bill, but states that the administration “looks forward to working with Congress as the FY 2019 appropriations process moves forward.”  However, rumors from the White House also suggest that the President may send another rescission request to Congress once appropriations for the next fiscal year are finalized.  This rescission request would ask Congress to lower the amount of appropriations in certain areas in an attempt to reduce spending.  A previous request – which focused largely on older funding pools past their date of obligation – was rejected by the Senate earlier this year, so it is unclear how lawmakers would respond to a request involving current-year funds.
The Senate is in the process of considering amendments to the minibus package and may take a final vote as soon as next week.
Resources:
Kellie Mejdrich, “Education Funding, Eaten Up by Pell Grants, Once Again on Menu,” Roll Call, August 16, 2018.
Michael Stratford, “White House raps ‘unnecessary’ education programs in Senate spending bill,” Politico, August 15, 2018.
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[bookmark: _Toc522264603]School Safety Commission Holds Fifth Hearing
This week, in its fifth official meeting – this time hosted by Homeland Security Secretary Kirstjen Nielsen – the Federal Commission on School Safety heard from witnesses on best practices to physically secure schools against mass casualty events like school shootings.  The meeting was billed as “Creating a Citadel of Learning: New Tools to Secure our Schools, Inside and Out.”
Among the solutions suggested were offering only one point of entry and exit during school hours and installing bulletproof doors.  Speakers discussed the importance of having school resource officers on staff, but also noted that students should feel safe at school in addition to being physically safe – no safety measure is going to be a fix for students’ worries, one noted, “if the students are scared to death just being there.”  With that in mind, they said, those resource officers should work hard to have a good relationship with students and the community.
Nielsen said that the Commission would be heading to Las Vegas shortly for its final “field visit,” but did not indicate how many other meetings the Commission might have.  It is slated to release a report by the end of the year.  One panelist who testified at the hearing suggested that the government appoint a school safety “czar” to oversee the report and promote its findings.  But Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos noted once again that “every school, every community is different” and that the Commission would ultimately be making “recommendations, not mandates.”
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[bookmark: _Toc522264604]New Grant to Offer Trauma Training for Students
The U.S. Department of Homeland Security says it will award $1.8 million in grants to develop what it calls “School-Age Trauma Training” – programs that teach high school students how to respond to traumatic injuries during mass casualty events like school shootings.  The solicitation for applications notes that “[u]ncontrolled bleeding is the number one cause of preventable death from trauma,” citing the American College of Surgeons.
The grant programs would have to train students to respond to a number of different events, including natural disasters.  But the statement of objectives for the program focuses heavily on school shootings.  “Similar to how students learn health education and driver's education,” the application says, “they must learn proper bleeding control techniques using commonly available materials; including how to use their hands, dressings and tourniquets.”  It also notes that programs should include training on mass casualty survival techniques as well as medical triage.
Still, many have questions whether this kind of training would really save lives in a school shooting.  Doctors and advocates say this is only a nominal solution that fails to address the root causes of gun violence.  
Eligible grantees include school districts, small businesses, institutions of higher education, and both non-profit and for-profit entities.  The grant is only for the design and startup phase of the project, and programs resulting from the use of funds are intended to be self-sustaining and free to the public.  Organizations have until August 27th to apply.
The grant package is available here.
Resources:
Evie Blad, “Should High Schoolers Learn to Stop Traumatic Bleeding?  The Feds Think So,” Education Week: Rules for Engagement, August 14, 2018. 
Melissa Gomez, “U.S. Wants Students to Learn Bleeding-Control Methods to Prepare for School Shootings,” New York Times,” August 13, 2018.
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To stay up-to-date on new regulations and guidance from the U.S. Department of Education, register for one of Brustein & Manasevit’s upcoming webinars.  Topics cover a range of issues, including grants management, the Every Student Succeeds Act, special education, and more.  To view all upcoming webinar topics and to register, visit www.bruman.com/webinars.
The Federal Update has been prepared to inform Brustein & Manasevit, PLLC’s legislative clients of recent events in federal education legislation and/or administrative law.  It is not intended as legal advice, should not serve as the basis for decision-making in specific situations, and does not create an attorney-client relationship between Brustein & Manasevit, PLLC and the reader.
© Brustein & Manasevit, PLLC 2018
Contributors: Julia Martin and Kelly Christiansen
www.bruman.com
www.bruman.com
image1.PNG
M

«BRUSTEIN

ANASEVIT, PLLC
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

1023 15" Street NW, Suite 500
Washington, DC 20005
phone 202.965.3652

f0x 202.965.8913
bruman@bruman.com
www.bruman.com




