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Note: Due to the upcoming Christmas holiday, the Federal Update will not publish on Friday, December 27th.  Look for the next edition in your inbox on January 3, 2020. 
[bookmark: _Toc27735598][bookmark: _Toc504484598]Legislation and Guidance 
[bookmark: _Toc27735599]Appropriations Bills Clear Congress
On Thursday the Senate passed legislation that would fund the federal government for the remainder of fiscal year (FY) 2020.  Lawmakers in the House referred two spending packages – one funding Defense and Homeland Security as well as two other accounts and another containing funding for the eight remaining accounts, including Labor-HHS-Education and Agriculture – to the Senate.  The final legislation has been sent to the President to sign before a temporary spending bill expires at midnight Friday.
The bills provide almost $1.4 trillion in funding government-wide.  They allocate some special one-time funding, including pots for the rollout of the decennial census and to fund research on gun violence prevention at the Centers for Disease Control (CDC).  More controversially, Congress provides $1.4 billion for physical barriers along the U.S.-Mexico border and a number of modifications to the tax code which will eliminate several Affordable Care Act taxes, among others.
Final spending levels in the bills are as follows:
	Appropriations (in thousands of dollars)

	Program
	Final FY 2019 appropriations
	Proposed FY 2020 levels
	Omnibus as compared to FY 2019

	ESEA Title I Grants
	$16,544,000
	$16,996,790
	$453,000

	ESEA Title II (Teacher Quality)
	$2,055,830
	$2,132,000
	$28,000

	ESEA Title III (English Language Acquisition)
	$737,400
	$787,400
	$50,000

	Education Innovation and Research
	$130,000
	$190,000
	$60,000

	Impact Aid
	$1,446,112
	$1,486,112
	$40,000

	21st Century Community Learning Centers
	$1,221,673
	$1,249,673
	$28,000

	Charter School Grants
	$440,000
	$440,000
	-----

	Student Support and Academic Enrichment (Title IV-A)
	$1,170,000
	$1,210,000
	$40,000

	IDEA Part B State Grants
	$12,364,392
	$12,764,392
	$400,000

	CTE State grants
	$1,262,598
	$1,282,598
	$20,000

	Adult Education State grants
	$656,000
	$671,000
	$15,000

	TRIO
	$1,060,000
	$1,090,000
	$60,000

	Head Start, including Early Head Start
	$10,063,095
	$10,613,000
	$550,000

	Child Care & Development Block Grant
	$5,276,000
	$5,826,000
	$550,000

	Preschool Development Grants
	$250,000
	$275,000
	$25,000



So-called “policy riders” also include a prohibition on the U.S. Department of Education from reorganizing or eliminating its central budget office and a requirement that the agency require student loan servicers conduct outreach on loan forgiveness programs – and cut off their contracts if they fail to do so.  Report language on the bills also urges the Department to extend the period of availability for disaster relief funds including Restart, and affirms that the agency has the authority to do so.  And the 21st Century Community Learning Centers grant will now bear the name of retiring Appropriations Committee Chairwoman Nita M. Lowey.
Federal employee morale was addressed elsewhere in the bills.  Some agencies’ personnel practices were called into question – the Social Security Administration, which abruptly cancelled a telework policy for almost 12,000 employees was told to reinstate telework.  Attempts to relocate agencies like the Bureau of Land Management were not provided additional funding, with Congress citing a failure to notify lawmakers of the agency’s plans regarding the move.  Instead, the Bureau will have to hold monthly relocation briefings for Appropriations Committee members.  
The White House has pledged that the President will sign the bills before leaving Washington for the holidays.
Author: JCM
[bookmark: _Toc27735600]Lawmakers Introduce Bipartisan K-12 Cybersecurity Bill
The Ranking Member of the Senate Homeland Security Committee Gary Peters (D-MI) and Senator Rick Scott (R-FL) recently introduced legislation aimed at increasing cybersecurity for elementary and secondary schools.
The legislation directs the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) to conduct a risk assessment evaluating cyber risks to K-12 schools.  As part of the risk assessment, the legislation instructs DHS to work with other federal agencies and businesses in the private sector, as appropriate.  After the risk assessment has been completed, DHS would be required to develop recommendations and best practices for K-12 schools to help them guard against potential cybersecurity threats and breaches. 
The legislation comes in the wake of an increasing number of ransomware attacks against school districts across the country.  
Resources: 
Tim Starks, “Bipartisan Duo Introduces K-12 Cybersecurity Bill,” Politico, December 16, 2019.
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[bookmark: _Toc27735601]News 
[bookmark: _Toc27735602]ED’s Top EL Official Leaves Department
The U.S. Department of Education’s (ED’s) Director of the Office of English Language Acquisition (OELA) is leaving the Trump administration to take a job with Rosetta Stone.  José Viana, who has been in his current position since April 2017, will take over as the senior education advisor for the literacy education division at Rosetta Stone.  Viana announced his intention to leave ED back in November, but only just recently announced his plans moving forward.
In his role as the OELA Director, Viana oversees around $60 million to serve nearly five million English learners (ELs).  His focus on English language acquisition will continue as he takes on the new role at Rosetta Stone, a company known for its language learning software products.  Before moving to ED, Viana worked for nearly a decade as the administrator of the Migrant Education Program for North Carolina's Department of Public Instruction.  His education career began as an EL teacher in Miami-Dade County Public Schools before he became an instructor at the International Baccalaureate World School.
Secretary DeVos and President Trump have yet to name a replacement for Viana.
Resources:
Corey Mitchell, “Federal ELL Official Leaves for Job With Rosetta Stone,” Education Week: Learning the Language, December 16, 2019.
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[bookmark: _Toc27735603]Reports
[bookmark: _Toc27735604][bookmark: _GoBack]Morale Among Federal Workers Down
According to a survey conducted annually by the U.S. Office of Personnel Management, morale among federal workers decreased in 2019.  The overall drop was half a percentage point when compared to the prior year. 
The drop was not consistent across all federal agencies, with a handful seeing increases in morale.  Morale at the U.S. Department of Education (ED), however, experienced a decrease for the fourth year in a row and ranked lowest among the federal government’s mid-size agencies.  The most significant factor leading to the low ratings at ED was low scores on one item in particular – the effectiveness of leadership at the agency.  
“Secretary DeVos is committed to putting students first, right-sizing the Department, and being a good steward of taxpayer dollars,” said department spokesperson Angela Morabito in response to the survey results.  “To fulfill that commitment, she has made significant changes to the way the Department operates, which can be particularly challenging for those accustomed to the status quo.”
Resources:
Michael Stratford, “Trump’s Been President for 3 Years. Government Morale Has Dropped for Two of Them.,” Politico, December 17, 2019.
Author: KSC
To stay up-to-date on new regulations and guidance from the U.S. Department of Education, register for one of Brustein & Manasevit’s upcoming webinars.  Topics cover a range of issues, including grants management, the Every Student Succeeds Act, special education, and more.  To view all upcoming webinar topics and to register, visit www.bruman.com/webinars.
The Federal Update has been prepared to inform Brustein & Manasevit, PLLC’s legislative clients of recent events in federal education legislation and/or administrative law.  It is not intended as legal advice, should not serve as the basis for decision-making in specific situations, and does not create an attorney-client relationship between Brustein & Manasevit, PLLC and the reader.
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