	
	
	



     

· The State Board of Education has illustrated changes to the original text in the following manner: text originally proposed to be added is underlined; text proposed to be deleted is displayed in strikeout.

Title 5. EDUCATION
Division 1. California Department of Education
Chapter 13. School Facilities and Equipment
Subchapter 1.7. Priority School Districts

 § 14050. Supporting Priority School Districts
(a) This program shall be referred to as the “Supporting Priority School Districts (SPSD) program.” 
(1) The following definitions apply to the Supporting Priority School Districts program. 
(A) “Enrollment” means current district-wide enrollment information provided through the California Basic Educational Data System by school districts to the California Department of Education (CDE).
(B) “Gross bonding capacity” means a school district’s capacity to issue debt as defined in Education Code (EC) section 17070.15(k). “Gross bonding capacity per enrollment” means a school district’s gross bonding capacity divided by the district’s “enrollment,” as defined in subsection (a)(1)(A).
(C) “Low” gross bonding capacity per enrollment means a school district’s gross bonding capacity of less than $32,000 per student. 
(D) “Unduplicated pupils” means pupils enrolled in a school district or a charter school who are either classified as English learners, eligible for free or reduced-price meals, or who are foster youth as determined for purposes of the local control funding formula pursuant to EC section 42238.02. 
(E) “High percentage” of unduplicated pupils means that the total number of unduplicated pupils districtwide exceeds 66 percent of enrollment. 
(b)(1) In order to identify school districts eligible for support under the SPSD program, the CDE will open an application period of no less than 60 days. Prior to opening the application period, the CDE will provide notice to school districts statewide via the CDE’s website and social media accounts. Additionally, the CDE may disseminate said notice via email distribution lists and/or communication networks with TK-12 partners. The period between first announcing the application period and opening the 60-day window will be no less than 30 days.
[bookmark: _Int_RaHR0l6u](2) Any school district wishing to apply to participate in the SPSD program must submit an application in the form of a letter. The letter must be submitted to the CDE by midnight on the 60th day if submitted electronically or must be postmarked by the 60th day if submitted by U.S. mail. The application letter must include the following:
(A) The name and county-district-school (CDS) code of the school district;
(B) Identification of the applicable eligibility criterion or criteria;
(C) A request to participate in the SPSD program;
(D) An agreement to provide information and documents as reasonably requested by the CDE, including completing any pre- and post-assistance surveys necessary for evaluating the effectiveness of the direct technical assistance; 
(E) The current gross bonding capacity of the district; and  
[bookmark: _Int_rW8eN107](F) The signature of the district superintendent, or their duly authorized designee, certifying that the information provided is correct.
(3) Within a reasonable time of the closure of the 60-day application window, not to exceed 30 days except in extenuating circumstances, the CDE will verify eligibility and notify applicants of their eligibility for technical assistance under the SPSD program. The CDE may open subsequent application periods if it determines that there remains capacity to provide technical assistance under the SPSD program to additional priority school districts, beyond those initially identified through the initial application period. If the number of eligible school districts exceed the capacity of the program, they will be placed in sequential order by score to receive direct technical assistance on the following basis: 
(A) Up to four points for enrollment, as follows: 
(i) Priority school districts with an enrollment from 1 through 125 students will receive four points.
(ii) Priority school districts with an enrollment from 126 through 380 students will receive three points. 
(iii) Priority school districts with an enrollment from 381 through 1000 will receive two points.  
(iv) Priority school districts with an enrollment of 1001 or more students will receive one point. 
(B) Up to eight points for low gross bonding capacity per enrollment This will be calculated based on the most recent enrollment reporting period data pursuant to the definition of a “Small School District” in 2 CCR section 1859.2. Points will be assigned as follows: 
(i) A school district determined to have a gross bonding capacity per enrollment of zero dollars ($0) to nine thousand nine hundred ninety-nine dollars ($9,999), inclusive, shall receive eight points. 
(ii) A school district determined to have a gross bonding capacity per enrollment of ten thousand dollars ($10,000) to nineteen thousand nine hundred ninety-nine dollars ($19,999), inclusive, shall receive six points. 
(iii) A school district determined to have a gross bonding capacity per enrollment of twenty thousand dollars ($20,000) to fifty-four thousand nine hundred ninety-nine dollars ($54,999), inclusive, shall receive four points. 
(iv) A school district determined to have a gross bonding capacity per enrollment of fifty-five thousand dollars ($55,000) or more shall receive two points. 
(C) Up to four points for high unduplicated pupil percentage. Unduplicated pupil percentage will be calculated by using current Unduplicated Pupil Count divided by total enrollment. 
(i) School districts with an unduplicated pupil percentage between 75 and 100 percent will receive four points. 
(ii) School districts with an unduplicated pupil percentage between 50 and 74.99 percent will receive three points. 
(iii) School districts with an unduplicated pupil percentage between 25 percent and 49.99 percent will receive two points. 
(iv) School districts with an unduplicated pupil percentage of 24.99 percent or less will receive one point. 
(D) Eight additional points will be awarded to school districts that have not previously submitted a School Facility Program application, as communicated to CDE by the Office of Public School Construction. 
(4) Priority school districts will receive direct technical assistance based on the sequence established pursuant to subsections (b)(3)(A-D) until SPSD program funds are exhausted.  
(c) In coordination with county offices of education, the CDE will develop a regional network for communicating and meeting with facilities and maintenance staff of Local Educational Agencies (LEAs), including charter schools and LEAs throughout the state to sustain ongoing support for priority school districts. All LEAs in California may participate in the activities of the regional network, irrespective of designation as a priority school district. The CDE will convene quarterly meetings of the network partnering with the Division of the State Architect and the Office of Public School Construction. Information about these meetings will be posted on CDE’s website and made available to other partners for posting. The CDE may collaborate with other county or state agencies and organizations representing or supporting priority school districts to facilitate these meetings.
(d) The CDE will develop and host a centralized online website which will contain CDE-developed resources and identify additional reference materials for LEAs as described in EC 17078.47(c). This website will be available from the CDE’s main website. The CDE may partner with other state agencies, LEAs, and/or organizations representing or supporting priority school districts to create the resources provided. The CDE may require LEAs to register, free of charge, to use the website. 
(e) Pursuant to EC 17078.48(d), “reporting and accountability measures” means the collection and publication of:  
(1) Data for priority school districts receiving technical assistance, including a complete list by region of all school sites served and the total number of buildings assessed. 
(2) Program and operational data, including information on administrative costs, direct technical assistance provided, number of regional network meetings held, and a narrative summary of online resources. 
(3) Results of pre- and post-assistance surveys described in subsection (b)(2)(D) from districts receiving direct technical assistance.

NOTE: Authority cited: Education Code Section 17078.48
Reference: Education Code Sections 17070.15, 17070.59, 17078.45 through 17078.48, and 42238.02
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