
FINAL STATEMENT OF REASONS
Vision Testing
UPDATE OF INITIAL STATEMENT OF REASONS
The original proposed regulation text was made available for public comment for at least 45 days from January 25, 2019, through March 11, 2019. Eight individuals provided written comments during the 45-day comment period.
A public hearing was held at 1:30 p.m. on March 11, 2019, at the California Department of Education (CDE). Two individuals attended the public hearing and no individuals provided public comments.
SUMMARY AND RESPONSE TO COMMENTS RECEIVED DURING THE 45-DAY INITIAL NOTICE PERIOD OF JANUARY 25 THROUGH MARCH 11, 2019
Summaries of the written public comments received by the CDE and its responses are represented in the attached chart.
After the 45-day comment period, the following changes were made to the proposed text of the regulations and sent out for a 15-day comment period from September 16, 2019, through October 1, 2019:
General changes, including grammatical edits, were made to the regulations.
Section 590(b)(2) is amended to delete “of at least one semester unit” as it is unnecessary in further describing an acceptable course in vision testing from an accredited college or university.
Section 591(b)(2) is amended to delete “of at least one semester unit” as it is unnecessary in further describing an acceptable course in vision testing from an accredited college or university.
Section 594(b) is amended to change the words “test failure” to “definition of failure” to clarify the purpose of Section 594(b). Subsections 594(b)(1) and (2) are also amended to change the definition of test failure for far point visual acuity for specific age ranges. Specifically, test failure is defined as visual acuity of: 20/50 or worse for pupils four years of age; and 20/40 or worse for pupils five years of age or older and is consistent with the guidelines, “A Guide for Vision Screening in California Public Schools (2018 edition).” These guidelines are aligned with Education Code section 49455 and are a result of collaborative efforts among representatives from the California School Nurses Association and the California Optometric Association. Subsection 594(b)(2) is further amended  to change “15-foot line” to “20-foot line” on the test chart for testing far point visual acuity to correct an error because a 15-foot line does not exist. 

Section 594(c) is amended to change the definition of test failure for near point acuity for all pupils to 20/40 or worse and is consistent with the guidelines, “A Guide for Vision Screening in California Public Schools (2018 edition).” These guidelines are aligned with Education Code section 49455 and are a result of collaborative efforts among representatives from the California School Nurses Association and the California Optometric Association. 
SUMMARY AND RESPONSE TO COMMENTS RECEIVED DURING THE 15-DAY COMMENT PERIOD OF SEPTEMBER 16, 2019, THROUGH OCTOBER 1, 2019
The CDE received one written comment during the 15-day comment period. The comment and the CDE’s responses are as follows:
Candace Hilvers, MSN, PHP, PHN, RN, Faculty, California State University, Fresno (CSUF)Comment #1: The current document is in contradiction with the American Academy of Pediatrics document.
Reject: One of the contradictions to which the commenter refers is that the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) categorizes the age groups as 3-5 years of age and 6 years of age and older, while the CDE uses age groups of 4 years of age and 5 years of age and older. The commenter also disagrees with the test failure points for far vision acuity that CDE has included in section 594. 
The CDE rejects these comments because these regulations are consistent with the guidelines, “A Guide for Vision Screening in California Public Schools.” These guidelines are aligned with statute and are the result of current collaborative efforts among credible and reliable representatives from the ophthalmology and optometry professions, credentialed school nurses, educational leaders, and community-based organizations specializing in vision screening.
Another contradiction to which the commenter refers is the referral criteria, which is included in “A Guide for Vision Screening in California Public Schools.” 
The CDE rejects this comment because the guideline document, “A Guide for Vision Screening in California Public Schools,” and the referral criteria were not included in the changes that were part of the notice for this 15-day comment period.
The commenter also asked a question regarding “acceptable scientifically validated photoscreening tests.” This question does not require a response because this term was not included in the changes that were part of the notice for this 15-day comment period. 


UPDATE TO STUDIES, REPORTS OR DOCUMENTS RELIED UPON – GOV. CODE SECTION 11346.2(b)(3):
In addition to the American Academy of Pediatrics Policy Statement, which was listed in the Initial Statement of Reason, the SBE also relied upon the “Guide for Vision Screening in California Schools (draft 2018)”. The SBE adopted the “Guide for Vision Screening in California Schools (April 2019) which was substantially identical to the Draft 2018 Guide for Vision Screening for California Schools listed in the Initial Statement of Reasons. A copy of this guide can be requested by contacting the CDE’s regulation coordinator, Patricia Alverson, by email (palverson@cde.ca.gov) or phone (916-319-0860).

ALTERNATIVES DETERMINATION
The State Board of Education has determined that no alternative would be more effective in carrying out the purpose for which the regulation is proposed or would be as effective and less burdensome to affected private persons than the proposed regulation or would be more cost effective to affected private persons and equally effective in implementing the statutory policy or other provisions of law. All alternatives considered by the State Board of Education were in the form of public comments.
[bookmark: _GoBack]LOCAL MANDATE DETERMINATION
The proposed regulations do not impose any mandate on local agencies or school districts.
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