Newcomer Student College and Career Guide	[Add School/District Name]
A Guide to College and Career Pathways for Newcomer Students
The California Department of Education provides this template to help schools and LEAs create a resource for newcomer students that introduces college and career pathways, key terminology, and planning tools to support their long-term academic and professional goals.
District/School Customization: How to Use This Template
This template was designed to be adapted by your school or district and is just one example of a college and career guide for newcomer students. Schools and districts may use all or part of this template and are free to make any changes they would like in creating their own resource(s) for students.
Bracketed text indicates places to add local information such as your school's name, contacts, photos, programs, and resources.
This template was developed with guidance from the California Newcomer Education and Wellbeing (CalNEW) Student Leadership Council, whose members surveyed and interviewed newcomer peers across California to identify what students need when they arrive.
It is recommended that districts translate this guide into the home languages of students in their community and remove cover sheet before distributing.
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[bookmark: _Toc240540939]Introduction
How to Use This Guide
Read This Guide with Someone You Trust
This guide covers a lot of information, some of which may be new or unfamiliar, like financial aid, college applications, and immigration-related terms. You do not need to understand everything on your own, and you do not need to read it alone.
Before you get started, here are a few suggestions:
1. Read it with your counselor or a mentor. They can explain anything that is confusing and help you figure out what applies to your situation.
1. Ask questions. If something does not make sense, say so. No question is too simple to ask.
1. Make sure you have support while you read. A counselor, teacher, family member, or trusted friend can help you think through what each section means for you.
1. Do not go through it alone. Some of this information can feel confusing or overwhelming, especially if it is new to you. That can be a normal reaction, not a sign that something is wrong with you. Having someone to go through it with you can make it much easier to understand and use.
This guide is meant to be a starting point for a conversation, not something you have to figure out by yourself.
“
Your future is not decided yet, and that is a good thing.
You have survived a great deal to be here. You have languages, resilience, and perspective that your classmates do not have. Build on those strengths.
Ask questions. Stay open. Don't give up.
— CalNEW Newcomer Student Council


[bookmark: _Toc240540940]Section 1: Quick Reference
Key Terms, Deadlines, and Contacts
[bookmark: _Toc240540941]Key Terms
	Term
	What it means

	State Seal of Biliteracy (SSB)
	A gold seal on your diploma recognizing proficiency in English and another language. Valued by colleges and employers.

	Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)
	Free Application for Federal Student Aid. The main form to apply for federal college financial aid. Open to eligible students with qualifying immigration status.

	California Dream Act Application (CADAA)
	California's financial aid application for students who do not qualify for FAFSA, including undocumented students.

	California College Promise 
	The California College Promise is a state program that provides free tuition for eligible first-time, full-time students attending a California Community College for up to two years.

	AB 540/Education Code 68130.5
	A California law that allows some undocumented students to pay in-state tuition at public colleges and universities.

	UC (University of California)
	The University of California (UC) is a public university system made up of 10 campuses located throughout California, including campuses in Berkeley, Los Angeles, San Diego, and Davis, among others. 

	CSU (California State University)
	The California State University (CSU) is a public university system made up of 23 campuses located throughout California.

	Cal Grant
	California's main state scholarship program. Can cover most or all tuition at UC, CSU, or community college.

	A-G Requirements
	The set of high school courses required to apply to UC and CSU. Includes history, English, math, science, foreign language, arts, and an elective.

	CTE (Career and Technical Education)
	Hands-on career-focused programs in high school or college leading to certificates and credentials.

	American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) Oral Proficiency Interview (OPI) / Writing Proficiency Test (WPT)
	Oral Proficiency Interview and Writing Proficiency Test. One of the assessments that can be used to demonstrate proficiency in a language for the State Seal of Biliteracy.

	AP (Advanced Placement)
	College-level courses in high school. High AP scores can count toward college credit and toward the SSB.

	IB (International Baccalaureate)
	A rigorous international curriculum. IB exams can also count toward college credit and the SSB.

	Dual Enrollment
	Taking a community college class while still in high school, often at no cost to the student.

	Grade Point Average (GPA)
	Grade Point Average is a number from 0.0 to 4.0 representing your overall grades. Matters for college admission and scholarships.

	Residency
	Residency is living in a state for a certain length of time. Some in-state tuition rates are based on whether you meet residency requirements.


[bookmark: _Toc240540942]Important Deadlines
	Deadline / Event
	Date

	UC & CSU application opens
	October 1

	UC & CSU application deadline
	November 30

	FAFSA and California Dream Act Application open
	October 1

	Cal Grant priority deadline
	March 2

	California College Promise — check with your community college
	Varies by college

	State Seal of Biliteracy — contact your school's SSB coordinator
	Varies by school

	AP and IB exam registration
	Usually November–February; check with your school


[District/School Customization: Your School's Key Contacts for College and Career Planning
Add your school counselor's name and contact information, the name of any college access programs available, and contact information for your district's college counselor if there is one.]


[bookmark: _Toc240540943]Section 2: Your Languages Are an Asset
Why Bilingualism Opens Doors in California
You speak more than one language. In California, and in today's global economy, that is one of the most valuable skills you can have. It is not something to hide or feel embarrassed about. It is something to build on.
Employers, universities, and communities across California are actively looking for people who can communicate across languages and cultures. Your home language, combined with English, makes you someone who can do work that others cannot.
“
Newcomer students need access to opportunities for exploring and pursuing career paths in the United States, and their multilingual skills are a real advantage in that journey.
— CalNEW Newcomer Student Council
[bookmark: _Toc240540944]California's Goals for Multilingual Students
California has set a statewide goal: by 2030, half of all TK-12 students should participate in programs leading to proficiency in two or more languages. By 2040, California’s goal is for three out of four students to be proficient in a language in addition to English.
This is called the Global California 2030 Initiative. It is a commitment from the state that multilingualism matters for students, communities, and California's future.
You are already ahead. The language you brought with you is part of California's vision for the future.


[bookmark: _Toc240540945]Section 3: Your Pathways After High School
College, Career Training, and the Workplace
There is more than one path after high school, and none of them is wrong. The right path is the one that fits your goals, your circumstances, and where you want to go. Here are some of the main options available to you in California.
[bookmark: _Toc240540946]California Community Colleges
California's 116 community colleges are among the most accessible pathways to higher education in the country. They offer two-year programs, transfer pathways to four-year universities, certificates, and career training.
	Why Community Colleges are a Strong Choice for Newcomers
	What You Can Do at Community Colleges

	· Low or no tuition: the California College Promise may cover your first year
· Open admission: no minimum GPA required to enroll
· English as a Second Language (ESL) and academic English classes available
· Financial aid available, including California Dream Act for undocumented students
· Flexible scheduling including evening and online classes
	· Earn an Associate's degree (2-year degree)
· Transfer to a UC or CSU to complete a 4-year degree (community college is often a lower-cost first step)
· Earn a vocational or career certificate (often 1 year or less)
· Take basic skills courses to strengthen your English and math
· Explore different career fields before committing to a major


[District/School Customization: Local Community College Information
Add the name and website of your nearest community college(s). Note any specific programs or services for newcomer or immigrant students. Include information about how to apply and any enrollment support your school provides.]


[bookmark: _Toc240540947]University of California (UC) and California State University (CSU)
California's public universities are world-class institutions that offer four-year bachelor's degrees and graduate programs.
	University of California (UC)
10 campuses across California
	California State University (CSU)
23 campuses across California

	· Research-focused universities
· Home to many graduate and professional programs
· Highly competitive admission
· California residents pay in-state tuition
· Financial aid and AB 540 tuition waivers available
· UC application opens August 1 and is due on November 30 each year.
	· Focused on professional and career preparation
· Strong programs in business, education, engineering, health, and the arts
· Generally more affordable than a UC
· Strong support for first-generation students
· CSU application opens October 1 and is due November 30 of each year.


[bookmark: _Toc240540948]A-G Requirements: What You Need to Apply to UC and CSU
To be eligible to apply to a UC or CSU, you need to complete a specific set of high school courses called the A-G requirements. Talk to your counselor early to make sure you are on track.
	Area
	Subject
	Years Required

	a
	History / Social Science
	2 years

	b
	English
	4 years

	c
	Mathematics
	3 years (4 recommended)

	d
	Laboratory Science
	2 years (3 recommended)

	e
	Language Other Than English
	2 years (3 recommended)

	f
	Visual and Performing Arts
	1 year

	g
	Elective (college-prep course)
	1 year


Note for newcomer students:
Area "e," Language Other Than English, is one area where you may be ahead. If your school offers heritage language classes or if you demonstrate proficiency in your home language, that may count toward this requirement. Ask your counselor.
[bookmark: _Toc240540949]Graduation Requirements: What You Need to Graduate from [Add School/District Name]
[District/School Customization: Local Graduation Requirements
Add information here about your school's specific graduation requirements and how they compare to the UC/CSU A-G requirements. Note any courses your school requires that go beyond A-G, and flag any areas where students may need extra support to complete both sets of requirements within four years (or with the credits they have, if they arrived partway through high school). Include who students should talk to with questions about their credits, transcripts, or course planning, such as their counselor, a credit recovery coordinator, or a newcomer/English Learner (EL) student support specialist.]
[bookmark: _Toc240540950]If You're Behind on Credits or Worried About Graduating: Talk to Your Counselor
Many newcomer students arrive partway through high school with credits that may not transfer the way they expected, or with less time to complete both state and local graduation requirements. If you're worried about whether you'll graduate on time, talk to your counselor as soon as possible. They can review your transcript, explain exactly what you still need, and help you build a realistic plan.
You may have more options than you think. Under California law, newcomer students may be:
· Exempted from extra local graduation requirements (the ones your district adds on top of the state minimum) if you transfer during your third or fourth year of high school, unless your school determines you can reasonably still complete them in time.
· Offered a fifth year of high school to finish graduation requirements, if your school decides you could reasonably complete them in that additional year. This is your choice, not something a school can require, and your counselor must explain how it could affect your college plans before you decide.
Important: These protections do not apply automatically. Your school has to determine if you're eligible and explain your options. Don't assume you don't qualify. Ask.
[District/School Customization
Add information here about who coordinates credit reviews and graduation planning for newcomer students at your school (a counselor, EL coordinator, or newcomer program lead), and how your school determines and communicates eligibility for graduation requirement exemptions or a fifth year under AB 2121.]


[bookmark: _Toc240540951]Section 4: Paying for College
Financial Aid, Scholarships, and Free College Programs
Cost should not stop you from pursuing higher education. California has more financial aid programs than almost any other state, including specific programs for immigrant and undocumented students.
[bookmark: _Toc240540952]Grants vs. Scholarships vs. Loans
Financial aid comes in different forms. It helps to understand the difference before you apply:
	Financial Aid Types
	[bookmark: _Toc240540440]What It Is
	[bookmark: _Toc240540441]Do You Pay It Back?
	[bookmark: _Toc240540442]How You Get It

	[bookmark: _Toc240540443]Grant
	[bookmark: _Toc240540444]Money awarded based on financial need
	[bookmark: _Toc240540445]No
	[bookmark: _Toc240540446]Based on your FAFSA or CADAA application (e.g., Cal Grant, Pell Grant)

	[bookmark: _Toc240540447]Scholarship
	[bookmark: _Toc240540448]Money awarded based on merit, talent, background, or a specific identity/interest
	[bookmark: _Toc240540449]No
	[bookmark: _Toc240540450]You apply separately to each scholarship program


	[bookmark: _Toc240540451]Loan
	[bookmark: _Toc240540452]Money you borrow to pay for school
	[bookmark: _Toc240540453]Yes, with interest
	[bookmark: _Toc240540454]Through FAFSA (federal loans) or private lenders


A good rule of thumb: Look for grants and scholarships first, since you never have to pay them back. Only borrow loans if you need to and make sure you understand the terms before you sign.
[bookmark: _Toc240540953]Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)
The FAFSA is the main federal application for college financial aid. If you are a U.S. citizen, permanent resident, or have certain immigration statuses (including DACA, asylum, refugee, or T/U visa), you may be eligible to apply.
[bookmark: _Toc240540455]What does "federal" mean?
Federal financial aid comes from the U.S. government. It is money collected through federal taxes and distributed to students nationwide. This is different from state aid, like the Cal Grant, which comes from California's state budget and is only available to California residents who meet eligibility requirements. Some aid (like the Pell Grant) is federal; some (like the Cal Grant) is state; many students qualify for both.
The FAFSA opens every year on October 1 for the following school year.
· Apply by March 2. This is California's priority deadline. Filing by this date gives you the best chance at state aid like the Cal Grant, since these funds are limited and awarded to early filers first. If you apply after March 2, you may receive less aid, or none, even if you would otherwise qualify.
· Final deadline: June 30. This is the absolute last day the FAFSA will accept a new submission for that school year. Filing between March 2 and June 30 may still qualify you for federal aid, but most state and need-based aid will likely already be awarded by then.
Bottom line: Don't wait. File as close to October 1 as you can.
[District/School Customization: FAFSA Support
Add information about where students can get help completing the FAFSA — financial aid nights, college access programs, or your district's college counselor.]
[bookmark: _Toc240540954]California Dream Act Application (CADAA)
If you are undocumented or have certain immigration statuses that do not qualify for federal aid, you may still qualify for California state financial aid through the California Dream Act Application (CADAA). This includes the Cal Grant, the Middle Class Scholarship, and community college Board of Governors (BOG) fee waivers.
The CADAA opens at the same time as the FAFSA and follows the same general timeline:
· Apply by March 2 for priority consideration. This gives you the best chance at limited state aid like the Cal Grant.
· The application stays open through June 30. You can still apply after March 2, but state aid funding is limited, so late applicants may receive less aid or none at all, even if otherwise eligible.
You do not need a Social Security number to apply. You do need to have attended a California high school for at least three years.
[bookmark: _Toc240540456]AB 540 — California Nonresident Tuition Exemption:  
If you attended a California high school for three or more years and graduated (or completed the GED), you may qualify for in-state tuition at UC, CSU, and community colleges, even if you are undocumented. Ask your counselor whether you qualify.
[bookmark: _Toc240540955]Understanding Residency and Tuition
Colleges charge different tuition rates depending on whether you are considered an in-state (resident) or out-of-state (nonresident) student.
· In-state/resident tuition: A lower rate for students who can show they live in California (residency rules vary but generally involve living in the state for at least a year or qualifying through AB 540).
· Out-of-state/nonresident tuition: A much higher rate charged to students from other states or countries.
Why is out-of-state tuition higher? California's public colleges and universities are funded in part by California taxpayers. Because residents already help fund the system through their taxes, the state charges them lower tuition. Out-of-state students haven't contributed to that funding, so they pay a higher rate that covers a larger share of the actual cost of their education.
Why this matters for newcomer students: Even though you may not have been born in California, you may still qualify for resident tuition through AB 540 if you attended a California high school for at least three years. Ask your counselor to check your eligibility. It can mean a difference of tens of thousands of dollars per year.
[bookmark: _Toc240540956]Cal Grant
Cal Grant is California's main state grant program. There are several types of Cal Grants, covering different amounts at different types of schools. Cal Grant A and B are the most common and can be worth thousands of dollars per year. To be considered, you must apply by the March 2 deadline.
[bookmark: _Toc240540957]California College Promise
Many California community colleges participate in the California College Promise, which waives tuition fees for first-time, full-time students for their first year. Ask the community college you plan to attend whether they participate.
[bookmark: _Toc240540958]Scholarships
Many scholarships are specifically available to immigrant students, newcomers, and multilingual students. Your school counselor and college access programs can help you find and apply for scholarships. A few starting points:
· TheDream.US: scholarships specifically for undocumented students (thedream.us)
· Golden Door Scholars: scholarships for DACA recipients (scholarships.com)
· Hispanic Scholarship Fund: open to many immigrant students (hsf.net)
· Your local community foundation: many counties have scholarships for local students
· Your school's own scholarship list: ask your counselor
Scholarships don't stop in high school. You can keep applying for scholarships every year you're in college, not just before you enroll. Many scholarships are specifically for current college students, including some that renew each year if you stay eligible. Make a habit of checking your college's financial aid office, scholarship databases like Fastweb or Scholarships.com, and organizations connected to your major, background, or community throughout college, not just senior year of high school.
[District/School Customization: Local Scholarships and Financial Aid Resources
Add local scholarship opportunities available in your community or through your school. Include any district-specific financial aid nights, college fairs, or college access programs.]


[bookmark: _Toc240540959]Section 5: Career and Technical Education (CTE)
Industry Certificates, Internships, and Hands-On Career Training
College is not the only path to a good career. Career and Technical Education (CTE) programs offer hands-on training in specific industries, leading to certificates and credentials that employers value. Many CTE programs can be completed in high school, at a community college, or through an apprenticeship.
[bookmark: _Toc240540960]What CTE Programs Are Available?
California organizes CTE into fifteen industry sectors. Here are some examples of pathways that may be available at your school or a nearby college:
	Industry Sector
	Example Career Pathways

	Health Science & Medical Technology
	Nursing assistant, medical interpreter, dental assistant, pharmacy technician

	Information & Communication Technologies
	Computer programming, cybersecurity, web design, network administration

	Education, Child Development & Family Services
	Early childhood education, teaching assistant, social services

	Agriculture & Natural Resources
	Agricultural science, environmental technology, food production

	Arts, Media & Entertainment
	Graphic design, film production, photography, performing arts

	Building & Construction Trades
	Carpentry, electrician, plumbing, construction management

	Business & Finance
	Accounting, entrepreneurship, marketing, business management

	Hospitality, Tourism & Recreation
	Culinary arts, hotel management, food service

	Public Services
	Law enforcement, firefighting, legal services, government

	Transportation
	Auto technology, logistics, aviation, supply chain management


[bookmark: _Toc240540961]Multilingual Skills in the Workforce
Your home language can be a direct career asset in many of these fields. Healthcare systems, schools, government agencies, and social service organizations across California actively recruit bilingual staff. Some examples:
· Medical and community interpreters: hospitals and clinics need interpreters in Spanish, Tagalog, Cantonese, Mandarin, Vietnamese, Arabic, and many other languages
· Multilingual teachers and instructional aides: California needs teachers who can support multilingual programs, including services for English learner students
· Social workers and case managers: community organizations serving immigrant families need multilingual staff
· Government and court interpreters: state and federal agencies hire certified interpreters in many languages
· International business and trade: California's economy is deeply connected to Asia, Latin America, and beyond
[District/School Customization: Local CTE Programs
List the CTE pathways available at your school or nearby. Include any internship, apprenticeship, or work experience programs available to students. Note whether any programs offer bilingual or language-specific tracks.]


[bookmark: _Toc240540962]Section 6: Exploring Your Path and Making a Plan
How to Start Figuring Out What Comes Next
You do not need to have everything figured out right now. But starting to explore early, even in 9th or 10th grade, makes a real difference. Here are the most important steps.
[bookmark: _Toc240540963]Step 1: Talk to Your Counselor
Your school counselor is your most important resource for planning your future. They can help you understand your credits and graduation timeline, identify which college or career path fits your goals, connect you with financial aid, and navigate any challenges related to your newcomer status.
“Ask questions. Stay open to learning. Don't give up. Learning takes time, and that is okay.
— CalNEW Student Council
[bookmark: _Toc240540964]Step 2: Explore Your Interests
Think about what you enjoy doing, what subjects interest you, and what kind of life you want to build. Some questions to consider:
· What do I enjoy doing? What am I good at?
· Do I prefer working with people, with ideas, or with my hands?
· What problems in the world do I want to help solve?
· How can my home language and cultural background be part of my career?
· What do people in my community need, and how could I help provide it?
[bookmark: _Toc240540965]Step 3: Learn About Your Options
California has excellent free resources for career exploration:
	Resource
	Website and Information Provided

	California Career Zone
	Free online tool to explore careers, take interest surveys, and research education requirements. cacareerzone.org

	California Community Colleges Explore
	Find programs and colleges near you. cccapply.org

	College Board BigFuture
	Free college search and scholarship tools. bigfuture.collegeboard.org

	Labor Market Information
	See which careers are growing in California and what they pay. labormarketinfo.edd.ca.gov


[bookmark: _Toc240540966]Step 4: Build Experience
Experience, even before graduation, strengthens your applications and helps you figure out what you actually want to do:
· Internships and work experience programs: ask your counselor or CTE teacher
· Volunteering in your community: hospitals, libraries, community organizations, faith communities
· Clubs and leadership roles at school: student government, cultural clubs, sports, the arts
· Part-time or summer jobs: even unrelated jobs build work ethic and references
· Dual enrollment: take a community college class while still in high school


[bookmark: _Toc240540967]Section 7: The California State Seal of Biliteracy
Earn Recognition for Your Home Language Skills
The State Seal of Biliteracy (SSB) is a gold seal placed on your high school diploma or transcript. It is awarded by California's State Superintendent of Public Instruction. It tells colleges and employers that you have demonstrated a high level of proficiency in English and in one or more additional languages.
Why this matters for newcomer students:  
If you speak Spanish, Arabic, Tagalog, Mandarin, Vietnamese, Armenian, Ukrainian, or any other language, you may already have the skills needed to earn this seal. Your home language counts.
[bookmark: _Toc240540968]What the Seal Means for Your Future
	For College Applications
	For Employers
	For Your Career

	The SSB appears on your diploma and transcript, showing UC, CSU, and community college admissions offices that you have advanced language skills, a genuine academic achievement.
	Many California employers (in healthcare, government, education, tech, and more) pay extra or prioritize candidates who can serve clients in multiple languages.
	In fields like medicine, law, social work, teaching, and international business, bilingual professionals are in high demand throughout California and nationally.


[bookmark: _Toc240540969]Requirements for the State Seal of Biliteracy
To earn the SSB, students must demonstrate proficiency in both English and at least one other language. Here is what is required:
English Proficiency Requirement
You must meet ONE of the following:
· Score at the English Proficient level or above on the California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP) English Language Arts (ELA) summative assessment
· Score 3 or higher on an Advanced Placement (AP) English exam
· Score 4 or higher on an IB English exam
· Demonstrate proficiency through a locally approved alternative pathway. Ask your counselor if you qualify
Proficiency in a Language Other Than English
You must demonstrate proficiency in your other language through ONE of the following:
· Score 3 or higher on an AP exam in that language (available for Arabic, Chinese, French, German, Italian, Japanese, Latin, Spanish)
· Score 4 or higher on an IB exam in that language
· Pass the ACTFL Oral Proficiency Interview (OPI) and Writing Proficiency Test (WPT), which is available in over 40 languages including Arabic, Amharic, Armenian, Bengali, Chinese (Cantonese and Mandarin), Dari, Farsi, French, Gujarati, Haitian Creole, Hebrew, Hindi, Japanese, Korean, Pashto, Portuguese, Russian, Spanish, Tagalog, Tamil, Turkish, Ukrainian, Urdu, Vietnamese, and more.
· Pass a locally approved assessment. Your school or district may have approved an assessment for your language. Ask your counselor.
Important for newcomer students:
Even if your school does not currently offer an assessment in your home language, your district may have a locally approved option. Do not assume it is not possible. Ask your counselor to check. The ACTFL assessment covers many languages that are common among newcomer students in California.
[bookmark: _Toc240540970]How to Apply
You do not apply directly. Your school does it for you. Here is the process:
1. Talk to your school counselor to find out if your school participates in the SSB program.
2. Work with your counselor to identify which assessment you will use to demonstrate proficiency in your home language.
3. Once you meet all requirements, your school submits an Insignia Request Form to the CDE on your behalf.
4. The CDE mails a gold seal to your school, which is affixed to your diploma or transcript.
5. There is NO fee. The SSB is free.

[District/School Customization: Local SSB Information
Add information here about whether your school or district participates in the SSB program, which assessments are locally approved, who the SSB coordinator is, and when students should start working toward the seal. If your school does not yet participate, contact the CDE Multilingual Support Division at SEAL@cde.ca.gov for more information and resources to support an SSB program at your school.]
More information: https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/ml/sealofbiliteracy.asp 
Contact: SEAL@cde.ca.gov | 916-319-0938
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