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[bookmark: _Toc241830140]About this “Mini-Guide”
The California School Dashboard (Dashboard) Technical Guide provides technical information on California’s accountability system, specifically the state and local indicators reported on the Dashboard. The guide is divided into multiple sections, or mini-guides, to allow viewers to download only the topics of interest. The focus of this mini-guide is on Local Indicators. However, to ensure that you do not miss important information and business rules about the entire Dashboard, we encourage you to review as many of these mini-guides as possible: 
· Access the full guide through the California Department of Education (CDE) 2026 Dashboard Technical Guide web page.
[bookmark: _Toc241830141]Resources 
· The CDE Local Indicator web page provides a description of local indicators, the applicable State Board of Education (SBE) requirements, self-reflection tools, and links to additional resources including frequently asked questions. 
· The CDE Dashboard Communications Toolkit was developed to help local educational agencies (LEAs); parents, and communities bring the 2026 Dashboard closer to home. 
· The CDE Dashboard Resources web page contains general and technical information on state and local indicators. 
[bookmark: _Toc241830142]Contacts
Questions about:
· State indicators (Academic, College/Career, Chronic Absenteeism, English Learner Progress, Graduation Rate, Suspension Rate, and Science), contact the Analysis, Measurement, and Accountability Reporting Division (AMARD) by email at Dashboard@cde.ca.gov.
· Local indicators, logging onto the Dashboard, submitting local indicators into the Dashboard, and the Local Control and Accountability Plan (LCAP), contact the Local Agency Support Systems Office (LASSO) by email at LCFF@cde.ca.gov. 
· California’s System of Support and Differentiated Assistance, contact the System of Support Office (SOSO) by email at CASystemofSupport@cde.ca.gov. 
· Comprehensive Support and Improvement, contact the School Improvement and Support Office (SISO) by email at SISO@cde.ca.gov. 
· California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System (CALPADS), contact the CALPADS-CSIS Service Desk by email at calpads-support@cde.ca.gov. 
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[bookmark: _What_are_Local][bookmark: _Toc118297499][bookmark: _Toc241830144][bookmark: _Toc118296674][bookmark: _Toc1893173769][bookmark: _Toc86379447][bookmark: _Toc702683345]What are Local Indicators? 
[bookmark: _Int_6YRDPnHf]The Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF) statute requires that the accountability system includes standards for all LCFF priorities; however, state data is not available for some priority areas identified in the LCFF statute. For these priority areas, the SBE approved the local indicators, which are based on data collected locally by LEAs, and adopted the local indicator performance standards and self-reflection tools for use by LEAs. Local indicators apply only at the LEA level, which includes charter schools. 
Please note that all charter schools, including those that are Dashboard Alternative School Status, are required to submit their local indicators. These local indicators will appear on the LEA and charter school Dashboard.
Table A identifies the seven state priorities with local indicators that will be reported in the Dashboard by LEAs. 
Table A: LCFF State Priority
	LCFF State Priority
	Description

	Priority 1
	 Basics: Teachers, Instructional Materials, Facilities.
Note: The CDE prepopulates the LEA’s Teaching Assignment Monitoring Outcomes (TAMO) data in the Dashboard.

	Priority 2
	 Implementation of Academic Standards

	Priority 3
	Parent and Family Engagement

	Priority 6
	 Local Climate Survey 

	Priority 7
	Access to a Broad Course of Study

	[bookmark: _Int_VWtNgBtD]Priority 9 (County Offices of Education [COEs] Only
	Coordination of Services for Expelled Students

	Priority 10 (COEs
Only)
	Coordination of Services for Foster Youth




[bookmark: _Performance_Standards_for][bookmark: _Toc118297500][bookmark: _Toc241830145][bookmark: _Toc118296675][bookmark: _Toc162115994][bookmark: _Toc163895175][bookmark: _Toc1335600989]Performance Standards for Local Indicators 
For each local indicator, the State Board of Education (SBE) adopted performance standards require an LEA to:
1. Annually measure its progress in meeting the requirements of the specific LCFF priority; and
2. Report the results as part of a non-consent item at the same public meeting of the local governing board/body at which the LCAP is adopted; and
3. Report results to the public through the Dashboard utilizing the SBE-adopted self-reflection tools for each local indicator.
[bookmark: _Int_KSqJIHe6]When LEAs complete all of the requirements above, the Dashboard reports the local measure as “Standard Met.” When an LEA does not meet the above requirements, the Dashboard reports the local measure as “Not Met” or “Not Met for Two or More Years,” as applicable. In addition, the Dashboard reports a rich set of data related to the LEA’s performance in each local indicator which can help to inform planning.
[bookmark: _Self-Reflection_Tools][bookmark: _Toc118296676][bookmark: _Toc118297501][bookmark: _Toc241830146][bookmark: _Toc394917340][bookmark: _Toc1852047246][bookmark: _Toc1558531840]Self-Reflection Tools 
The SBE-adopted self-reflection tools are embedded in the web-based Dashboard system and are also available in Word document format on the local indicator webpage.
In addition to using the self-reflection tools to report its progress on the local performance indicators to educational partners and the public, an LEA may use the self-reflection tools as a resource when reporting results to its local governing board.
[bookmark: _What_is_new][bookmark: _Toc241830147]What is new related to local indicators? 
There have been no changes to the local indicators for the 2026 Dashboard. As in the prior year, each LEA reports its progress in the applicable state priority areas and the CDE will prepopulate the LEA’s TAMO data in the Dashboard.
[bookmark: _Reporting_Local_Indicators][bookmark: _Toc241830148]Reporting Local Indicators in the Dashboard
It is strongly suggested that each LEA designate a Dashboard Coordinator (maximum 2 approved Dashboard Coordinators per LEA) by submitting the registration form on the CDE’s myCDEconnect web page. The registration form must be approved by the LEA’s Authorizer (superintendent or charter school administrator) or the Alternate Authorizer, if applicable, to receive the login credentials.
[bookmark: _Int_pEw2RxEF]Following the approval of the Dashboard Coordinator, the Dashboard Coordinator will be able to report the LEA’s Local Indicator data to the Dashboard during the reporting window. The LEA’s Main Authorizer and Alternate Authorizer also have the functionality to report the Local Indicator data.
As a reminder, when submitting local indicator results to the Dashboard, LEAs are required to:
· Use the SBE-adopted self-reflection tools.
· Enter the date that local indicator results were reported to the local governing board/body at the same meeting at which the LCAP was adopted. 
The deadline for submitting an LEA’s local indicators to appear on the 2026 Dashboard was July 31, 2026. If no information was entered in regards to the local indicators, the LEA’s rating for each indicator will automatically default to ‘Standard Not Met’ or 'Standard Not Met for Two or More Years', if applicable.
The “Optional Narrative” box in the Dashboard, remains open and accessible to Dashboard Coordinators. While the response in this narrative box is limited to 500 characters, an LEA may enter a brief explanation of the missed deadline and provide a hyperlink (for stakeholders to copy and paste onto a web browser) to the local governing board’s agenda and/or minutes for the meeting at which the LEA presented its locally collected data and findings regarding the local indicators to the public and to the governing board. 
Additional details on the local indicators, including the self-reflection tools, are available on the CDE Local Indicators web page.
Dashboard Coordinator questions may be emailed to lcff@cde.ca.gov. 
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