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California Department of Education | October 2026
[bookmark: _Hlk117602367]Agenda
· Overview of the California School Dashboard (Dashboard)
· College/Career Indicator
· Frequently Asked Questions
Contact Us
Overview of the Dashboard 
[bookmark: _Hlk121218951]The Dashboard is an online tool that displays the performance of local educational agencies (LEAs), schools, and student groups on a set of state and local measures to assist in identifying strengths, challenges, and areas in need of improvement. The performance of multiple state and local measures makes up California’s accountability system.
The goal of the Dashboard is to help communities across the state access important information about students in transitional kindergarten through grade twelve (TK–12).
For an overview of the California School Dashboard (Dashboard), please check out the Dashboard 101 On Demand session found on the The California Department of Education (CDE) Dashboard Communications Toolkit web page
College/Career Indicator
What is the CCI?
The CCI measures how well districts and schools are preparing its graduates for college/career. Specifically, the CCI measures the percent of graduates who are deemed “Prepared” for college and career.
New for the 2026 Dashboard
In May 2026, the State Board of Education (SBE) approved the addition of three new measures for inclusion in the CCI:
· Cambridge International (Cambridge);
· Work-Based-Learning (WBL); and
· State Seal of Civic Engagement (SSCE). 
The SBE approved the modification of two measures in the CCI: 
· International Baccalaureate (IB) and
· Leadership/Military Science measure 
Cambridge International
The SBE approved the addition of Cambridge International courses and exams as a measure of preparedness in the following ways:
Cambridge International (Cambridge)
· Complete two Cambridge A or AS level courses with a grade of C minus or better, or
· Receive a score of E/e or higher on two Cambridge A or AS level exams, or
· Complete one Cambridge A or AS level course with a grade of C minus or better and receive a score of E/e or higher on a Cambridge exam. The qualifying Cambridge level course and qualifying exam topics cannot match.
Meet all requirements for admission to a University of California (UC) or California State University (CSU) and
· Complete one Cambridge A or AS level course with a grade of C minus or better or receive a score of E/e or higher on one Cambridge A or AS exam.
Work-Based Learning
The SBE approved the completion of high-quality work-based learning (WBL) experiences as new measure of the CCI:
· Internships
· Student-Led Enterprise
· Simulated Work-Based Learning
What Makes it High Quality?
· Internship
· 50 hours or more in duration
· Sponsored by the LEA 
· Completed as part of a course offered by the LEA
· Employer Performance Evaluation: Scores Meets Expectations or greater
· Student-Led Enterprise
· 50 hours or more in duration
· Simulated Work-based Learning
· 50 hours or more in duration
The completion of a high-quality WBL experience and one of the following 'plus' measures show that an LEA/school has prepared a student for college/career:
· Complete a Career Technical Education (CTE) Pathway, or
· Complete one semester, two quarters, or two trimesters of College Credit Courses within high school with a grade of C− or better in academic/CTE subjects where college credits are awarded, or
· Complete two years of Leadership/Military Science, or
· Meet UC/CSU Requirements, or
· Complete one Advanced Placement (AP) course with a grade of C minus or better or receive a score of 3 or higher on one AP exam, or
· State Seal of Biliteracy, or
· Score a Level 3 or higher in one Smarter Balanced Summative Assessment (SBAC) subject (English Language Arts [ELA] or Mathematics [math]) and a score of Level 2 in the other area, or
· Complete one IB course with a grade of C minus or better or receive a score of 4 or higher on one IB exam, or
· Complete one Cambridge course with a grade of C minus or better or received a score of E/e or better on one A or AS exam, or
· Earn the State Seal of Civic Engagement.
State Seal of Civic Engagement 
The SBE approved the completion of the State Seal of Civic Engagement and one of the following 'plus' measures to show that an LEA/school has prepared a student for college/career:
· Complete a CTE Pathway, or
· Complete one semester, two quarters, or two trimesters of College Credit Courses within high school with a grade of C− or better in academic/CTE subjects where college credits are awarded, or
· Complete two years of Leadership/Military Science, or
· Meet UC/CSU Requirements, or
· Complete one AP course with a grade of C minus or better or receive a score of 3 or higher on one AP exam, or
· State Seal of Biliteracy, or
· Score a Level 3 or higher in one SBAC subject (ELA or math) and a score of Level 2 in the other area, or
· Complete one IB course with a grade of C minus or better or receive a score of 4 or higher on one IB exam, or
· Complete one Cambridge course with a grade of C minus or better or received a score of E/e or better on one A or AS exam, or
· Completion of a high-quality Work-Based Learning (WBL)
International Baccalaureate 
The SBE approved the inclusion of International Baccalaureate (IB) courses completed with a grade of C minus or better in the CCI.
Leadership / Military Science
The SBE approved adding Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB) Armed Forces Qualification Test (AFQT) to the CCI by modifying the Leadership/Military Science measure to include scoring a 31 or higher on the ASVAB as follows: 
Complete two years of Leadership/Military Science and:
· Receive a score of Level 3 or higher in either the ELA or the math SBAC and a score of Level 2 or higher in the other, or
· Receive a score of 31 or higher on the ASVAB AFQT.
All CCI Measures 
· Advanced Placement 
· Cambridge International 
· CTE Pathway Completion
· College Credit Courses
· International Baccalaureate 
· Leadership/Military Science 
· Met UC/CSU Requirements
· Registered Pre-Apprenticeship
· Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments
· State and Federal Job Programs 
· State Seal of Biliteracy 
· State Seal of Civic Engagement 
· Transition Classroom and Work-Based Learning Experiences 
· Work-Based-Learning
More detailed information about the CCI measures can be found on the Measures of Readiness flyer on the CDE College/Career Indicator web page and in the CCI Technical Guide on the CDE 2026 Dashboard Technical Guide web page.
CCI Levels 
Students are placed in three levels: 
Prepared
Approaching Prepared
Not Prepared
More information on the different levels, including specific criteria for each measure can be found in the CCI Technical Guide on the CDE 2026 Dashboard Technical Guide web page.
Students Included in the CCI?
Students included in the CCI are derived from students in the Graduation Rate Indicator. 
This means these are the students included in the combined four- and five-year graduation rate (those who graduated in four years [as part of most current graduating class] and students that graduated in five years [as part of the prior year graduating class]).
The 2026 Graduation Rate Indicator on-demand video and associated notetaking guide can be found on the CDE Dashboard Communications Toolkit web page under the On-Demand Dashboard Sessions section.
CCI Calculation
To calculate CCI Status for the 2026 Dashboard, a rate is determined using a numerator and denominator: 
· The numerator is the Number of Students Who Graduated “Prepared” or the total number of students in the Class of 2026 who graduated in four years and met the “Prepared” criteria; plus; total number of students in the Class of 2025 who graduated in five years and met the “Prepared” criteria 
· The denominator is the total number of students in the 2025–26 four-year graduation rate and “Prepared” students in the five-year graduation rate
Performance Level – Status
Current year CCI status levels.
Table 1: Status Levels Cut Scores
	Status
	Cut Score

	Very High
	70.0 % or greater in Current Year

	High
	55.0 to 69.9 % in Current Year

	Medium
	35.0 to less than 54.9% in Current Year

	Low
	10.0 to 34.9 % in Current Year

	Very Low
	9.9 % or lower in Current Year


Performance Level - Change
Compare current and prior year data to determine how the CCI changed.
Table 2: Change Levels Cut Scores
	Change
	Cut Score

	Increased Significantly
	Increased by 9.0 p.pts or more

	Increased
	Increased by 2.0 p.pts to 8.9 p.pts

	Maintained
	Declined or increased by 1.9 p.pts or less

	Declined
	Declined by 2.0 p.pts to 9.0 p.pts

	Declined Significantly
	Declined by 9.1 p.pts or more


Calculating Change on the 2026 CCI
· To ensure the Change seen on the Dashboard represents changes occurring at the LEA and not a change in calculations, the 2025 results will be recalculated based on the new 2026 criteria so the years can be accurately compared.
· The 2026 downloadable data file will have the recalculated 2025 prior year status that will be used to measure 2026 change.
· The data on the 2025 Dashboard will not be changed.
Five-by-Five Table
An LEA, school, or student group’s performance level (color) is determined through the use of a five-by-five colored table that utilizes both the Status level and Change level.  
The Status header column on the left side, indicating performance in the current year, includes Very High, High, Medium, Low, and Very Low.
The Change header row on the top, indicating the Change from the prior year, includes Declined Significantly, Declined, Maintained, Increased, and Increased Significantly.
Five-by-five colored tables and cut scores are available for each of the indicators on the CDE Dashboard Performance Levels and Categories web page. 
Table 3: Five-By-Five Colored Table
	Performance Level
	Declined Significantly
from Prior Year (by 9.1% or more)
	Declined
from Prior Year (by 2.0% to 9.0%)
	Maintained
from Prior Year (declined or increased by 1.9% or less)
	Increased
from Prior Year (by 2.0% to 8.9%)
	Increased Significantly
from Prior Year (by 9.0% or more)

	Very High
70.0% or greater in Current Year
	Yellow
	Green
	Blue
	Blue
	Blue

	High
55.0% to 69.9% in Current Year
	Orange
	Yellow
	Green
	Green
	Blue

	Medium
35.0% to 54.9% in Current Year
	Orange
	Orange
	Yellow
	Green
	Green

	Low
10.0% to 34.9% in Current Year
	Red
	Orange
	Orange
	Yellow
	Yellow

	Very Low
9.9% or less in Current Year
	Red
	Red
	Red
	Orange
	Yellow


Three-by-Five Table
To limit large swings in the Change data that can be triggered by just a few students, the State Board of Education approved the application of a three-by-five colored table when the student population size is less than 150. Below is the three-by-five table used for determining performance for the CCI:
Table 4: Three-By-Five Colored Table
	Performance Level
	Declined
from Prior Year (by 2.0% or more)
	Maintained
from Prior Year (declined or increased by 1.9% or less)
	Increased
from Prior Year (by 2.0% or more)

	Very High
70.0% or greater in Current Year
	Green
	Blue
	Blue

	High
55.0% to 69.9% in Current Year
	Yellow
	Green
	Green

	Medium
35.0% to 54.9% in Current Year
	Orange
	Yellow
	Green

	Low
10.0% to 34.9% in Current Year
	Orange
	Orange
	Yellow

	Very Low
9.9% or less in Current Year
	Red
	Red
	Orange


CCI on the Dashboard
Dashboard cards will be the first level of information available to schools and LEAs related to the Graduation Rate Indicator. They show Performance Levels or colors, Status, Change, and the equity report.
[image: College/Career Indicator Dashboard card with five colors gauge—Red, Orange, Yellow, Green, and Blue. The description is below the image.] 
Description of CCI Dashboard Card 
This card reports the results of a school or LEA's College/Career Indicator. The gauge shows five different possible Performance Levels: Red, Orange, Yellow, Green, and Blue. This sample Dashboard card displays a Green Performance Level, or color, with the gauge pointing to the green section and the word "Green" under the gauge. Under the gauge, there is the reporting for Status and Change. In this example, the Status shows a CCI of 68.9 percent and a maintained of 0 percentage points from the prior year. Finally, at the bottom of the card, the equity report shares the number of student groups in each Performance Level or color. In this example, 1 student group was in Red, none in Orange, two in Yellow, two in Green and three in Blue. There is a link to view more details at the base of the card, which provides more specific student group information. 
Dashboard Card for 11 to 29 or 11 to 14 Students 
A Dashboard card will look different depending on the size of the denominator. If a LEA, School or student group has a small denominator, between 11 to 29 students in the current or prior year, then Only the CCI status and change is reported on the Dashboard. The exception to this is the Homeless, Foster Youth and Long-term English Learners student groups at the LEA level, which only require 15 or more students in the current and prior year to receive a performance color. 
The Dashboard Card for this N-size will display:
· Performance Level (color) graphic greyed out 
· Status and Change reported 
· Number of students
Dashboard Card for Fewer than 11 Students 
If there are fewer than 11 students in the current or prior year, the Dashboard Card will have no data reported to protect students’ privacy.
The Dashboard Card for this N-size will display:
· Performance Level (color) graphic greyed out 
· Status and Change not reported 
· Number of students
Verify Your CCI Data?
LEAs can validate the CCI data that are submitted prior to the close of the California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System (CALPADS) certification window by reviewing: 
· CALPADS Reports 3.19 and 3.20 for Career Technical Education (or CTE) Pathway completers 
· CALPADS Reports 3.10 and 3.11 for College Credit and Leadership/Military Science
· CALPADS Report 18.2 for Work-Based Learning
· CALPADS Reports 15.1 and 15.2 for the following measures: 
· Met UC/CSU Requirements 
· State Seal of Biliteracy
· Pre-Apprenticeships
· State or Federal Job Program and
Further information about these reports can be found in the 2026 Connecting the Dashboard to CALPADS Reports flyer on the CDE Dashboard Communications Toolkit web page and on the CALPADS User Manual web page.
Where Can You Find the Additional Report for Your School?
The CCI measures will be reported in Additional Reports as they have in past years. 
· College/Career Additional Report is available on CDE School Dashboard Additional Reports web page
Frequently Asked Questions
What Years of Data are Used for the CCI?
Up to five years of data are used. Therefore, if a student graduated in four years, then we use the last four years of data to identify what a student accomplished. If the student graduated in five years, then the last five years of data are used.
Do Dashboard Alternative School Status (DASS) have a separate One-Year Graduation Rates
Due to the US Department of Education’s denial of California’s waiver to continue using modified methods for accountability, the DASS one-year graduation rate can no longer be used. 
Beginning with the 2022 Dashboard, the combined four-and five-year graduation rate is now used for the Graduation Rate Indicator and therefore, this is also used as the denominator for the CCI for all schools, including DASS. 
How is College Credit counted in the CCI?
If the college course is offered within your course catalog then that would be included in CCI but if a student takes a college course independently that is not included in your course catalog, that would not count as college credit for the CCI.
Can CTE Pathways that simultaneously offer college credit be used for the CCI?
In order to be prepared on the CCI through the completion of a CTE Pathway, an LEA/school must show that a student has completed both a pathway, as well as meet Smarter Balanced assessment criteria or take an additional college credit course.
CTE college courses used to meet CTE pathway criteria cannot also count for the college credit criteria of the CCI. 
Additional Help with the CCI?
· The CDE College/Career Indicator web page 
· CDE 2026 Dashboard Technical Guide web page
· CDE School Dashboard Additional Reports web page
Contacting Us
Email the Analysis, Measurement, and Accountability Reporting Division at dashboard@cde.ca.gov.
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