
English Learner Data and Services  
in the California Pupil Achievement  

Data System

Theresa W. Hawk, Education Programs Consultant  
Technical Assistance and Monitoring Office  

California Department of Education
July 1, 2017

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Tom Torlakson, State Superintendent of Public Instruction



Topics
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• Services and Teacher English Learner (EL)
Authorization

• Coordination of Data

• Conclusions
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Overview



4

Purpose

• The purpose of this training is to assist 
district  personnel in creating a common 
language and  understanding of EL data 
needed for CALPADS, how  these data are 
used for compliance and financial  
calculations, and how critical accurate 
reporting is for  local educational agencies
(LEAs).
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•
•

•
•

This Training Is Not
A Complete Training On

CALPADS
California English Language Development 
Test  (CELDT) or English Language 
Proficiency  Assessments for California
(ELPAC)
Student Information Systems (SIS)
Course descriptions and coding



6

Audience

• Districts, county offices of education, and 
charter  schools

• EL program coordinators

• CALPADS users

• Teachers

• Administrators
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Outcomes

• Participants will understand why providing  
accurate data in CALPADS regarding EL 
services  and teacher EL authorization is 
critical for LEAs.



Services for English Learners 
and Teacher EL Authorizations



Letters to LEAs
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/legalobligationltrsleas.asp

http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/legalobligationltrsleas.asp


Legal Obligations to ELs
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/legalobligationscalpadsltr.asp

http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/legalobligationscalpadsltr.asp


Legal Obligations to ELs



CALPADS 2.4 Snapshot Report



Attachment A: Submitting EL 
Instructional Services

http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/legalobligationsattachment.asp

http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/legalobligationsattachment.asp


EL Services-Item 1
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/legalobligationsattachment.asp

http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/legalobligationsattachment.asp


EL Services-Items 2 and 3
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/legalobligationsattachment.asp

http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/legalobligationsattachment.asp


EL Services-Item 4
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/legalobligationsattachment.asp

http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/legalobligationsattachment.asp


EL Services Items 5 and 6
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/legalobligationsattachment.asp

http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/legalobligationsattachment.asp


CALPADS 2.4 Snapshot Report



Submitting EL Services
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/legalobligationsattachment.asp

http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/legalobligationsattachment.asp
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Teacher EL Authorization and
The CALPADS 2.5 Report



Teacher EL Authorization
California Education Code Section 44253.1

. . . For these pupils to have access to quality  
education their special needs must be met by  
teachers who have essential skills and 
knowledge  related to English language 
development, specially  designed content 
instruction delivered in English, and  content 
instruction delivered in the pupils' primary  
languages.



Teacher EL Authorization
• Teachers must be appropriately authorized to 

provide  EL instruction
• LEAs are responsible for verifying and 

maintaining  records of teacher EL
authorization

• Such records shall contain all teachers by 
name, site,  and appropriate EL authorization 
code (e.g., ELA1,  S12, BLSP, etc.)

• Or evidence of emergency EL authorization
clearance



CALPADS 2.5 Report



Coordination of EL Data
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Student Information System

• System used at the local level to manage 
and collect  required information for 
submission to CALPADS

• Examples are PowerSchool and Aeries
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CALPADS

• CALPADS is a longitudinal data system used 
to  maintain individual-level data including 
student  demographics, course data, 
discipline, assessments,  staff assignments, 
and other data for state and federal  
reporting.
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Common Errors

• LEA SIS contains defaults not matching
CALPADS  fields

• Courses are either not coded or are coded
incorectly

• EL services are not listed or are listed
incorrectly
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Results of Data Errors

• EL students not identified in a timely manner
• EL students not receiving the EL services
• Affects funding and compliance for LEAs
• Incorrect services or services provided by an  

inappropriately credentialed teacher can be 
violation  of a student’s civil rights
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•
•
•
•
•
•

CALPADS Home Web Page
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sp/cl/

Communications
Webinars
Trainings
Useful Information and Links
Course Codes
FAQs

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sp/cl/


CALPADS Home Page
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sp/cl/

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sp/cl/
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CALPADS FAQs

• Wide range of topics
• For program staff
• For those entering data into CALPADS



CALPADS FAQs
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sp/cl/calpadsfaqs.asp

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sp/cl/calpadsfaqs.asp


CALPADS Listservs

• CDE strongly recommends LEAs and SIS 
vendors  maintain active subscriptions to 
CALPADS listservs

• Listservs are a vital means of communicating  
important information about CALPADS to EL 
program  coordinators, data entry staff, and
vendors

• http://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sp/cl/listservs.asp

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sp/cl/listservs.asp


CALPADS Listservs
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sp/cl/listservs.asp

• Subscribe to the listserv
by  selecting “Subscribe 
to  CALPADS-LEA
listserv”

• An e-mail is sent to CDE 
for  review before a 
member is  approved

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sp/cl/listservs.asp


Conclusions
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Conclusions

• Correctly reporting student data in CALPADS 
is  critical, affecting services to English 
learners and  funding to LEAs

• Communication between EL program staff 
and data  entry staff is key to a successful 
CALPADS submittal
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EL Resources

• Title III, Part A : Language Instruction for 
English  Learners and Immigrant Students  
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/t3/

• Title III Part A: Entrance and Exit Procedures 
for English Learners  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nTIhMeTe
B8g&list=PLgIRGe0-q7SZ8oDxhIf-SYjTpCi-
ZOAxI&index=5

http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/t3/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nTIhMeTeB8g&list=PLgIRGe0-q7SZ8oDxhIf-SYjTpCi-ZOAxI&index=5
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EL Resources
• California Education for a Global Economy 

(Ed.G.E.)  Initiative FAQs  
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/edgefaq.asp

• Two-Way Language Immersion Program 
FAQs http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/ip/faq.asp

• U.S. Department of Education EL Tool Kit  
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oela/en
glish-learner-toolkit/index.html

http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/edgefaq.asp
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/ip/faq.asp
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oela/english-learner-toolkit/index.html
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