2021 California Teachers of the Year Application Rubric
Applicant Information
Applicant Name:
[Add Text Here]
County Name:
[Add Text Here]
District Name:
[Add Text Here]
California Department of Education
Student Achievement and Support Division 
July 2020


Introductory Letter Prompt
Provide an introductory letter from the applicant to the Evaluation Committee. Not to exceed two pages.
The letter should present a powerful statement about your commitment to continued achievement for all students.
Include the following criteria:
· Explain what it is like to be a student in your class.
· Relate an inspirational vignette from your own teaching experience that illustrates an important aspect of education.
· Paint a clear picture that helps the reader envision a typical day.
· Include a brief example of an ideal real day and brief example of how you turned a challenging moment into a teachable moment.
· Optional: Consider providing examples that reflect your work implementing accelerated learning in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.
	3-Beyond Expectations
	2-Meets Expectations
	1-Does Not Meet Expectations

	Provides thoroughly elaborate explanations and supporting evidence that addresses each of the criteria.
Provides a clear, concise and compelling narrative.
No grammatical or spelling errors.
Introductory Letter clearly describes the applicant’s work implementing accelerated learning in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.
	Adequately elaborates and provides supporting evidence that addresses each of the criteria.
Provides a clear, concise narrative.
Few grammatical and/or spelling errors.
	Does not elaborate and/or does not provide supporting evidence that addresses each of the criteria.
Supporting evidence is unrelated to the criteria.
Grammar and/or spelling errors interfere with meaning.


Score:
[Add Score Here]


Professional Resume Prompt
Provide a professional resume from the applicant. Not to exceed two pages.
Include the applicant’s accomplishments in the areas listed below, beginning with the 5 most recent items in chronological order (most recent first):
· Education – Colleges and Universities attended (including postgraduate studies), degrees earned, majors, and years of attendance.
· Certifications – Professional association memberships, including information regarding offices held, year obtained, and other relevant activities.
· Work Experience – Teaching employment history with title, organization, years in position, grade level, and subject area of each assignment.
· Leadership Experience – Staff development position, organization, years in position, leadership activities, mentorships, and leadership activities in the training of future and current teachers that you have presented.
· Awards and Other Recognition – Awards and other recognition of your teaching, including the year received and exact involvement.
	3-Beyond Expectations
	2-Meets Expectations
	1-Does Not Meet Expectations

	Resume clearly demonstrates the applicant’s professional qualifications and experiences in all of the areas listed in the prompt.
No grammatical or spelling errors.
	Resume demonstrates the applicant’s professional qualifications and experiences in four of the professional areas listed in the prompt.
Few grammatical and/or spelling errors.
	Resume demonstrates the applicant’s professional qualifications and experiences in three or less of the professional areas listed in the prompt.
Grammar and/or spelling errors interfere with meaning.


Score:
[Add Score Here]


Professional Biography Prompt
Provide a professional biography from the applicant. Not to exceed 250 words.
Include the following criteria:
· The factors that influenced you becoming a teacher.
· Your greatest contributions and accomplishments in education, to date.
	3-Beyond Expectations
	2-Meets Expectations
	1-Does Not Meet Expectations

	Succinct and compelling description of influential factors, contributions, and educational accomplishments that directly addresses each of the criteria.
No grammatical or spelling errors.
	Succinctly addresses each of the criteria.
Few grammatical and/or spelling errors.
	Does not address each of the criteria.
Grammar and/or spelling errors interfere with meaning.


Score:
[Add Score Here]


Essay 1 - School Culture
Describe a project or initiative you have been involved in which contributed to the improvement of overall school culture. Not to exceed 500 words.
Include the following criteria:
· Your role and how you collaborated with others.
· The status of this project today, along with evidence of student impact.
· Optional: Consider focusing on an example that promoted positive school culture in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.
	3-Beyond Expectations
	2-Meets Expectations
	1-Does Not Meet Expectations

	Adequately elaborates and provides supporting evidence that addresses each of the criteria.
Provides specific example(s) of collaboration with others and how the applicant’s work improved overall school culture.
Includes compelling evidence of student impact.
Provides a clear, concise and compelling narrative.
No grammatical or spelling errors.
Essay clearly describes the applicant’s work toward accelerating learning in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.
	Adequately elaborates and provides supporting evidence that addresses each of the criteria.
Provides specific example(s) of collaboration with others and how the applicant’s work improved overall school culture.
Includes a statement of evidence of student impact.
Provides a clear, concise narrative.
Few grammatical and/or spelling errors.
	Does not elaborate or provide supporting evidence that addresses each of the criteria.
Does not provide specific example(s) or the examples provided do not describe how the applicant contributed to the improvement or overall school culture.
Grammar and/or spelling errors interfere with meaning.


Score:
[Add Score Here]

Essay 2 - School-Community Involvement
Describe how you ensure that education transcends the classroom and interacts with the community. Not to exceed 500 words.
Include the following criteria:
· Specific ways in which you deliberately connect your students with the community, including evidence of student impact.
· Specific ways you are involved with colleagues in creating school-community partnerships.
· How you involve and utilize the community in your classroom.
· Your commitments to the community through service-oriented activities (such as volunteer and civic) that enhance the home, school, and/or community connection.
· How you establish local partnerships with family involvement in children’s education that strengthen home-school partnerships.
· How you involve the community beyond that which is considered basic school-related involvement.
· How you get your students involved in community service projects.
· Optional: Consider providing a response focused on examples of school-community involvement during the COVID-19 pandemic.
	3-Beyond Expectations
	2-Meets Expectations
	1-Does Not Meet Expectations

	Thoroughly elaborates and provides supporting evidence that addresses each of the criteria.
Provides specific example(s) that are directly related to the criteria and clearly describe how the applicant ensures education transcends the classroom and interacts with the community.
No grammatical or spelling errors.
Essay clearly describes the applicant’s school-community involvement during the COVID-19 pandemic.
	Adequately elaborates and provides supporting evidence that addresses each of the criteria.
Provides example(s) that are somewhat related to the criteria and/or vaguely describes how the applicant contributed to the improvement or overall school culture.
Few grammatical and/or spelling errors.
	Does not elaborate or provide supporting evidence that addresses each of the criteria.
Does not provide specific example(s) or the examples provided do not describe how the applicant contributed to the improvement or overall school culture.
Grammar and/or spelling errors interfere with meaning.


Score:
[Add Score Here]
Essay 3 - Philosophy of Teaching
Describe your personal views about teaching. Not to exceed 750 words.
Include the following criteria:
· The aspects that make you an outstanding teacher.
· The greatest rewards you find in teaching.
· How your views about teaching are demonstrated in your personal teaching style.
· A content lesson or unit that defines you as a teacher.
· How you engage students of all backgrounds, abilities, and readiness levels in the learning and how that learning influences your students.
· How your beliefs about teaching are demonstrated in this lesson or unit.
· Optional: Consider providing a response that demonstrates how your philosophy of teaching aligns with the work of closing the achievement and/or opportunity gaps.
	3-Beyond Expectations
	2-Meets Expectations
	1-Does Not Meet Expectations

	Thoroughly elaborates and provides supporting evidence that addresses each of the criteria.
Provides specific example(s) that are directly related to the criteria.
No grammatical or spelling errors.
Philosophy of Teaching demonstrates alignment with the work of closing the achievement and/or opportunity gaps.
	Adequately elaborates and provides supporting evidence that addresses each of the criteria.
Provides specific example(s) that are vaguely related to the criteria.
Few grammatical and/or spelling errors.
	Does not elaborate or provide supporting evidence that addresses each of the criteria.
Does not provide specific example(s) or example(s) are unrelated to the criteria.
Grammar and/or spelling errors interfere with meaning.


Score:
[Add Score Here]


Essay 4 - Education Issues and Trends
Describe what you consider to be a major public education issue today. Not to exceed 500 words.
Include the following criteria:
· Address the issue in depth.
· Outline possible causes.
· Outline possible effects.
· Outline possible resolutions.
· Describe how you address or work to improve the issue both within and outside of the classroom.
	3-Beyond Expectations
	2-Meets Expectations
	1-Does Not Meet Expectations

	Education Issue or Trend is current and relevant to California’s students and schools.
Each of the criteria are thoroughly and succinctly addressed and connections to the education issue or trend are clearly related.
Applicant provides specific example(s) that are evidence-based and based on personal experiences.
No grammatical or spelling errors.
	Education Issue or Trend is current.
Each of the criteria are addressed and connections to the education issue or trend are somewhat connected.
Applicant provides example(s) that are evidence-based or based on personal experiences.
Few grammatical and/or spelling errors.
	Education Issue or Trend is not current.
1 or more of the criteria are not addressed and/or connections to the education issue or trend are not clear or connected.
Applicant does not provide example(s) that are evidence-based or based on personal experiences.
Grammar and/or spelling errors interfere with meaning.


Score:
[Add Score Here]


Essay 5 – State Superintendent of Public Instruction’s Initiatives
Describe how your teaching and/or professional experiences contribute toward the work of California’s State Superintendent of Public Instruction’s (SSPI) Initiatives. Not to exceed 500 words.
Include the following criteria:
· Statewide Literacy – Describe how your teaching and/or professional experiences help to improve reading levels in your classroom and/or school.
· Reducing Chronic Absenteeism – Describe how your teaching and/or professional experiences help to increase student attendance in your classroom and/or school.
· Closing the Achievement Gap – Describe how you have helped historically underserved students, including, but not limited to: students of color; students with disabilities; students who are socioeconomically disadvantaged; students experiencing homelessness; Foster Youth; and/or English learners-score higher in your classroom and/or school.
· Jobs for Tomorrow – Describe how you have helped all students in your classroom and/or school have equal access to Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math (STEAM) and Computer Science programs.
	3-Beyond Expectations
	2-Meets Expectations
	1-Does Not Meet Expectations

	Provides thoroughly elaborate explanations and supporting evidence that addresses at least one of the SSPI’s initiatives.
Provides a clear, concise and compelling narrative.
No grammatical or spelling errors.
	Adequately elaborates and provides supporting evidence that addresses at least one of the SSPI’s initiatives.
Provides a clear, concise narrative.
Few grammatical and/or spelling errors.
	Does not elaborate and/or does not provide supporting evidence that addresses any of the SSPI’s initiatives.
Supporting evidence is unrelated to the criteria.
Grammar and/or spelling errors interfere with meaning.


Score:
[Add Score Here]


Essay 6 - National Teacher of the Year
If chosen as the 2021 National Teacher of the Year, you will serve as a spokesperson and representative for the nation’s teaching profession. You would represent all outstanding practices, subjects, and types of classrooms (pre-kindergarten through twelfth grade). Describe your message and platform. Not to exceed 750 words.
Include the following criteria:
· The skills, values, knowledge, and ethics you would convey.
· The positive messages you would communicate to your profession and to the public.
· Why you would recommend individuals to enter the teaching profession.
· How you would strengthen and improve the teaching profession.
· How you support the teaching profession, such as through teacher collaboration and mentoring.
· What is and/or what should be the basis for accountability in the teaching profession.
· Optional: Consider a response that addresses how you will represent America’s teaching profession in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.
	3-Beyond Expectations
	2-Meets Expectations
	1-Does Not Meet Expectations

	Provides thoroughly elaborate explanations and supporting evidence that addresses each of the criteria.
Provides a clear, concise and compelling narrative.
No grammatical or spelling errors.
Essay clearly addresses how the applicant will represent America’s teaching profession in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.
	Adequately elaborates and provides supporting evidence that addresses each of the criteria.
Provides a clear, concise narrative.
Few grammatical and/or spelling errors.
	Does not elaborate and/or does not provide supporting evidence that addresses each of the criteria.
Supporting evidence is unrelated to the criteria.
Grammar and/or spelling errors interfere with meaning.


Score:
[Add Score Here]
Letters of Recommendation Prompt
Include three letters of recommendation from a diverse array of colleagues/stakeholders that support why you should be a 2021 California Teacher of the Year. Each letter is not to exceed one page.
Letters may be from among the following titles or other education stakeholders, and should only be one per title:
· District Superintendent
· Principal
· Administrator
· Colleague
· Student
· Parent
· Community Civic Leader
When choosing letters of recommendation to submit consider how they might extend the application by covering areas or examples not addressed elsewhere. Do not include other materials, such as portfolios or press clippings.
	3-Beyond Expectations
	2-Meets Expectations
	1-Does Not Meet Expectations

	Includes three letters, from a diverse array of colleagues/stakeholders that show a variety of the applicant’s characteristics.
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Includes three letters, each with a similar characteristic and/or from the same title.
	Includes three letters, each with the same characteristic and/or from the same title.


Score:
[Add Score Here]


Final Scoring Sheet
Applicant Name:
[Add Score Here]
Introductory Letter Score:
[Add Score Here]
Professional Resume Score:
[Add Score Here]
Professional Biography Score:
[Add Score Here]
Essay 1 – School Culture Score:
[Add Score Here]
Essay 2 – School-Community Involvement Score:
[Add Score Here]
Essay 3 – Philosophy of Teaching Score:
[Add Score Here]
Essay 4 – Education Issues and Trends Score:
[Add Score Here]
Essay 5 – State Superintendent of Public Instruction’s Initiatives Score:
[Add Score Here]
Essay 6 – National Teacher of the Year Score:
[Add Score Here]
Letters of Recommendation Score:
[Add Score Here]
Letters of Recommendation Score:
[Add Score Here]
Total Score:
[Add Score Here]
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