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[bookmark: _Toc140584362]Overview
[bookmark: _heading=h.35nkun2][bookmark: _Toc140584363]Dual enrollment has emerged as an effective strategy for improving educational outcomes for a broad range of students, particularly those who may not already see college as part of their future or who are underrepresented in higher education. By allowing high school students to take college courses while still in high school, dual enrollment can help increase high school graduation rates and strengthen students' preparation for college and career pathways.
In 2022–23 school year, the High School Innovations and Initiatives Office launched the first Exemplary Dual Enrollment Award. This award encourages schools to strengthen and expand their dual enrollment offerings while providing a platform to share exemplary practices and successful models across the state.
Beginning in 2025, every two years the award will be open to all types of dual enrollment programs, including those at comprehensive high schools, alternative education schools, early and middle colleges. Schools selected as California Exemplary Dual Enrollment Awardees will hold the title for two years and serve as models of excellence in advancing equitable, high-quality dual enrollment opportunities for students.
Purpose
[bookmark: _Toc140584364]The purpose of the award is to provide schools with an opportunity to showcase the exemplary programs and practices that have contributed to their success—and to encourage the continued strengthening and expansion of dual enrollment offerings, particularly those that promote inclusion of students of color, students from low-income backgrounds, first-generation college students, and students with disabilities.
Program Description
[bookmark: _Toc140584365]Eligibility Requirements
[bookmark: _Hlk204343775]Dual enrollment programs or schools with at least two graduating classes by the end of the 2024–25 school year are eligible to apply for the 2025–26 California Exemplary Dual Enrollment Award. Each application submitted must be tailored to each individual school or program. Duplicated or identical applications will not be considered.
This is a school-based award; districts are not eligible to apply.
Schools must demonstrate and provide evidence of:
1) Equity
2) College partnership(s)
3) Integration with college and district plans and frameworks
4) Dual credit for high school graduation
5) Data Sharing and Data Use for Program Improvement
6) Pathways
7) Embedded student supports
[bookmark: _Toc140584366]Application Procedures and Processes
[bookmark: _Toc140584367]Award Timeline
	Date
	Activity

	November 21, 2025
	Request for Applications Release Date

	January 9, 2026
	Applications must be received at the California Department of Education (CDE), by 4:00 p.m. Pacific Standard Time (PST)

	January–February 2026
	Review of Applications

	March 2026
	Exemplary Dual Enrollment Awardees Announced 


[bookmark: _Toc140584368]Application Due Date
The Exemplary Dual Enrollment Award application and supporting documents must be received by the CDE on or before Friday, January 9, 2026, by 4:00 p.m. PST.
[bookmark: _Toc140584369]Application Submission Procedures
The application will require applicants to provide a narrative and upload evidence.
Applicants shall submit the award application via an online application process. To complete the online form, visit the California Exemplary Dual Enrollment Award Application at  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/GHHR3NZ.
Evidence must be in PDF format and less than 16MB per question. For help with evidence uploads, email ExemplaryDualEnrollmentAward@cde.ca.gov.
For questions, email the Exemplary Dual Enrollment Award email box at ExemplaryDualEnrollmentAward@cde.ca.gov.
[bookmark: _Toc140584370]Incomplete and Late Applications
Incomplete or late applications will not be considered.
[bookmark: _Toc140584371]Application Review
Each application will be reviewed by two readers including personnel from the CDE, the California Community College Chancellor’s Office, the California Coalition of Early and Middle Colleges, or the Career Ladders Project. The application will be scored using the Scoring Rubric included in this Application. The application must earn a perfect score of 40 from each reader. If both readers score below 40, the application is ineligible. If one scores 40 and the other less, a third reader reviews it. A 40 from the third reader makes the school eligible; otherwise, it is ineligible. The application review process will occur during the months of January and February 2026.
[bookmark: _Toc140584372]Application Questionnaire
The applicant must obtain a score of five in all categories on the application narrative to be an exemplary school.
As applicants complete the written program narrative, the following requirements must be adhered to:
· Information included in the application must be relevant and unique to the program being administered by the applicant.
· An application that is plagiarized in any part or form from another agency’s application will be disqualified. Applicants must not submit an application where the text has been copied from another agency’s previous or current application, whether another agency has voluntarily or involuntarily provided the information.
[bookmark: _heading=h.lnxbz9]Please respond fully to all prompts. Please limit your narrative to 3,500 characters per question. Have your evidence ready to attach before you fill out the narrative portion. Evidence must be in PDF format and 16MB or less per prompt.
Overview – Provide an overview of your school and dual enrollment program. Your narrative should include an overview of the school, your mission and vision, dual enrollment program structure, and the student population/demographics your program is designed to strategically serve. Please address each of these elements in your response. No supporting evidence or documentation is required. Character limit is 3,500.
Equity – Exemplary dual enrollment programs provide equitable access and demonstrate equitable outcomes.
· In the first column of the chart, enter the percentage of total high school or district student population for 2023–2024 for each subgroup.
· In the second column of the chart, enter the percentage of dual enrollment student population for 2023–2024 for each subgroup.
· In the third column of the chart, enter the percentage of total high school or district student population for 2024–2025 for each subgroup.
· In the fourth column of the chart, enter the percentage of dual enrollment student population for 2024–2025 for each subgroup.
[bookmark: _heading=h.fgtkq3ei0i75]If you are an early or middle college high school, use district-level data for the first and third columns. Comprehensive high schools or programs, use school-level data for the first and third columns. In the narrative section, explain how your data shows a commitment to equity, how the school is actively serving target students and/or how opportunity gaps have been narrowed over the last two years. Character limit is 3,500.
1. Partnerships –One characteristic of exemplary dual enrollment programs is a strong, collaborative relationship between the high school, the college, families, community organizations, and industry partners. Describe your relationships with the college, families, community organizations or industry partners. Character limit is 3,500.
· Upload two artifacts of evidence, such as shared resources, shared staffing, shared professional development, collaboration processes, Memorandum(s) of Understanding, board policies, and/or commitment letters. File size limit is 16MB.
2. Integration – Describe how dual enrollment at your school is integrated with college and district plans and/or framework. How is dual enrollment part of a strategic, systemic approach to increasing college attendance and completion?
· Upload one artifact of evidence. Examples of integration with college and district plans and/or frameworks include college or high school strategic plans, the LEA’s Local Control and Accountability Plan, the college education master plan, college or high school district board commitment, and/or college guided pathways design.
3. Dual Credit – Explain how your school gives credit for subject-alike college courses while receiving a weighted grade. Character limit is 3,500.
· Attach one artifact of evidence such as a board or school policy and/or student transcript. All students’ personally identifiable information (PII), as defined by the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act, 20 U.S.C. §§ 1232g, and its implementing regulations, 34 CFR § 99.3, must be redacted from students’ transcripts. File size is 16MB.
4. Data Sharing and Data Use for Program Improvement – Explain how shared student data is utilized by the high school and college to review and improve dual enrollment. The evidence should demonstrate how data clearly shows evidence of equitable high achievement levels for success, promoted by data-sharing process, highlighted by outcomes such as degrees, certificates, grade point average, course completion, and number of units for all student subgroups of school population when compared to general population of high school and community college. Character limit is 3,500.
· Attach no more than two artifacts of evidence of collaborative review of data by partners, such as meeting minutes, shared data reports, or data dashboards. File size limit is 16MB.
5. Pathways – Describe your dual enrollment pathway(s) design. Include a description of structures, well-sequenced series of courses leading to certificates, degrees, and/or transfer in a pathway or pathways aligned with student interests and/or regional labor market indicators. Character limit is 3,500.
· Attach one artifact of evidence. Include evidence of a structured, well-sequenced series of courses leading to college certificates, degrees, and/or transfer in a pathway or pathways. File size limit is 16MB.
6. [bookmark: _Toc140584373]Embedded Student Supports – Promising practice shows that student support is embedded and differentiated in dual enrollment classes. Staff are designated to support students in dual enrollment. Partners share responsibility for student success. Describe how your student supports are embedded in your school. In your narrative, include job descriptions for dual enrollment support positions, processes for academic intervention when needed, embedded schedule of support, and/or survey results or testimonials. Student supports are not limited to the high school level; examples of student support at the college level are acceptable. No supporting evidence is needed. Character limit is 3,500.


[bookmark: _Scoring_Rubric]Scoring Rubric
Exemplary Dual Enrollment Award Scoring Rubric
	Topic
	Exemplary
(5 points)
	Promising
(4 points)
	Emerging
(3 points)
	Limited
(1–2 points)
	No Evidence
(0 points)

	Overview
	The narrative response is very clear, extremely detailed and relevant when providing: 
· An overview of the school
· Dual enrollment mission and vision

· Dual enrollment program structure
· Student population/demographics
	The narrative response is clear and detailed when providing:
· An overview of the school
· Dual enrollment mission and vision
· Dual enrollment program structure
· Student population/demographics
	The narrative response adequately provides:

· An overview of the school
· Dual enrollment mission and vision
· Dual enrollment program structure
· Student population/demographics
The narrative includes some of the required parts, but it is missing some details.
	The narrative response partially provides:

· An overview of the school
· Dual enrollment mission and vision
· Dual enrollment program structure
· Student population/demographics
Most of the required parts are missing or not clearly explained.
	The narrative response does not provide:

· An overview of the school
· Dual enrollment mission and vision
· Dual enrollment program structure
· Student population/demographics




	Topic
	Exemplary
(5 points)
	Promising
(4 points)
	Emerging
(3 points)
	Limited
(1–2 points)
	No Evidence
(0 points)

	Equity
	The narrative response and evidence are very clear, extremely detailed and relevant when describing:
· A clear commitment to equity
· School is actively serving target students
· Data shows that opportunity gaps have been narrowed over the last two years.
	The narrative response and evidence are clear and detailed when describing:
· A clear commitment to equity
· School is actively serving target students
· Data shows progress in reducing opportunity gaps, though some areas may still need more focus.
	The narrative response and evidence adequately describe:
· A clear commitment to equity
· School is actively serving target students
· Data shows attention is given to equity but student groups may be missing or underserved.
	The narrative response and evidence partially describe:
· A clear commitment to equity
· School is actively serving target students
· Data shows most student groups are not being served, and little has been done to address gaps.
	The narrative response does not describe:

· A clear commitment to equity
· School is actively serving target students
· Data shows opportunity gaps are not being addressed.

	Partnerships
	The narrative response and evidence are very clear, extremely detailed and relevant when describing:
· Partnerships between school/district and college
· School/district and families
· School/district and community organizations or industry partners
	The narrative and evidence are clear and detailed when describing: 
· Partnerships between school/district and college
· School/district and families
· School/district and community organizations or industry partners

	The narrative and evidence adequately describe:
· Partnerships between school/district and college
· School/district and families
· School/district and community organizations or industry partners


	The narrative and evidence partially describe:
· Partnerships between school/district and college
· School/district and families
· School/district and community organizations or industry partners

 
	The narrative response and evidence do not describe:
· Partnerships between school/district and college
· School/district and families
· School/district and community organizations or industry partners

	Integration
	The narrative response and evidence are very clear, extremely detailed and relevant when describing: 
· Dual enrollment is integrated with college and district plans and/or framework. Dual enrollment is part of a strategic, systemic approach to increasing  college attendance and completion.
	The narrative response and evidence are clear and detailed when describing:
· Dual enrollment is integrated with college and district plans and/or framework. Dual Enrollment is part of a strategic, systemic approach to increasing college attendance and completion.
	The narrative response and evidence adequately describe:
· Dual enrollment is integrated with college and district plans and/or framework. Dual Enrollment is part of a strategic, systemic approach to increasing college attendance and completion.
	The narrative response and evidence partially describe:
· Dual enrollment is integrated with college and district plans and/or framework. Dual Enrollment is part of a strategic, systemic approach to increasing college attendance and  completion.
	The narrative response and evidence do not describe: 
· Dual enrollment is integrated with college and district plans and/or framework. Dual Enrollment is part of a strategic, systemic approach to increasing college attendance and completion.




	Topic
	Exemplary
(5 points)
	Promising
(4 points)
	Emerging
(3 points)
	Limited
(1–2 points)
	No Evidence
(0 points)

	Dual Credit
	Where alignment exists, all college coursework counts for relevant subject-alike high school credit and they all receive a weighted grade. 
	Where alignment exists, most college coursework counts for relevant subject-alike high school credit while the others count for elective credit, and the students receive a weighted grade for all college coursework.
	Some college coursework counts for relevant subject-alike high school credit and the others count for elective credit, but courses do not receive a weighted grade.

	College coursework counts for high school elective credit but does not receive relevant subject-alike credit or a weighted grade.

	College coursework does not count for high school credit. 

	Data Sharing and Data Use for Program Improvement
	Narrative and evidence clearly demonstrate a strong data sharing process and clear progression       toward equitable student outcomes.
	Narrative and evidence clearly contain a data sharing process and promising progression      toward equitable student outcomes.
	Narrative and evidence contain an emerging data sharing process and emerging evidence of equitable success but some gaps in      student outcomes for all subgroups.
	Narrative and evidence contain a limited data sharing process and equity gaps in some subgroups for some student outcomes.
	Narrative and evidence do not show a data sharing process and contain evidence of equity gaps in access and success for all subgroups.




	Topic
	Exemplary
(5 points)
	Promising
(4 points)
	Emerging
(3 points)
	Limited
(1–2 points)
	No Evidence
(0 points)

	Pathways
	Narrative and evidence show exemplary, well-defined pathways leading to university      transfer or to completion of a college certificate or degree, aligned with student interests and/or regional labor market indicators.
	Narrative and evidence show promising, well-defined pathways leading to university       transfer or to completion of a college certificate or degree, aligned with student interests and/or local labor market indicators.
	Narrative and evidence show emerging, defined pathways leading to           university transfer or to completion of a college certificate or degree, aligned with student interests or local labor market indicators.
	Narrative and evidence show limited pathways leading to university  transfer or to completion of a college certificate or degree.
	There is no evidence of pathways leading to university transfer or to completion of a college certificate or degree.

	Embedded Student Supports
	Student supports are embedded and differentiated. Staff are designated to support students in dual enrollment. Partners share responsibility for student success.
	Staff are designated to support students in dual enrollment. Partners share responsibility for student success.
	Staff are designated to support students in dual enrollment.
	Student supports are offered.
	Student supports are not evident.
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