California Alternate Assessment for Science—Optional Letter Template for Parent and Guardian
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Directions: If you opt to use this letter template to communicate individual student score information, you may adapt the letter to meet your reporting requirements, using local educational agency (LEA)-specific, grade-specific, and student-specific score information. Use LEA letterhead. On July 24, 2020, LEAs were given access to a downloadable student file found in the Test Operations and Management System. 
Dear Parent/Guardian,
California is in the process of implementing new statewide academic standards for science, the California Next Generation Science Standards. These standards call for students to ask questions, solve problems, and engage in hands-on investigation and discovery about real-life phenomena. New standards require a new assessment. The California Alternate Assessment (CAA) for Science will ask questions, not just science content, from within a grade band, at the grade level tested. We are working hard to put these new standards into practice in our schools. 
Last school year, your child participated in the CAA for Science, which consisted of performance tasks designed to be individualized and administered by the student’s teacher shortly after the concept was taught. In this early stage of test development, we would like to provide you with a general indication of your child’s understanding of science. Your child earned [INSERT PERCENT CORRECT] of available points on this test. [INSERT DESCRIPTIVE PI TEXT HERE, ONE OF THREE PREDEFINED CATEGORIES]. [GRADE 5 LETTER ONLY: Your child will next participate in the CAA for Science in eighth grade]. [GRADE 8 LETTER ONLY: Your child will next participate in the CAA for Science in high school]. [HIGH SCHOOL LETTER ONLY: Your child has completed all science testing requirements for high school.]
A test is one of many sources of information about your child’s knowledge and, given the preliminary nature of the results, it provides only a snapshot of what your child knows about the new science standards. To get a more complete picture of how your child is progressing, I invite you to talk with your child’s teacher(s). 
[OPTIONAL INFORMATION here on LEA-specific resources and the LEA’s CA NGSS implementation time lines.] 
For more information about the CAA for Science, the following resources are available:
· Parent Guide to Understanding—answers key questions about California's science assessment programs and can be found on the California Department of Education (CDE) Parent Guide to Understanding web page at https://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/parentguidetounderstand.asp 
· CAA for Science—information can be found on the CDE CAA web page at https://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/caascience.asp
· CAA for Science practice and training performance tasks—available on the CAASPP Online Practice and Training Tests Portal web page at 
http://www.caaspp.org/practice-and-training/index.html
http://www.caaspp.org/rsc/resources/CAA.science-training-test-dfa.2018-19.pdf
We look forward to continuing our transition to these new science standards, which will prepare our students to lead productive, independent lives and enjoy a greater understanding of the world around them. 
Sincerely,
[Insert name of superintendent]
California Department of Education | July 2020
