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[00:00:00]
ANTONOVICH: Good afternoon and welcome to "The Initial ELPAC and the CALPADS System" webinar from the Department of Education. My name is Nikki Antonovich with the Sacramento County Office of Education, and it's my privilege to welcome you all to this webinar. Before we hand it off to our very knowledgeable presenters, we want to address a few housekeeping items. First, all participants are muted. Therefore, in order to submit your questions during the presentation, we ask that you use the chat feature in Webex.

[00:00:33]
Please do not confuse this with the Q&A feature. For this webinar, we will only be using the chat feature. The chat feature is located in your Webex toolbar. Please make sure you're sending your chats to all panelists. That way, our entire team of CDE staffers can make sure to answer your questions. If you send them only to the host--that's me, and I'm not a question answerer--the questions won't be seen by the team answering questions, and then you won't get an answer.

[00:01:02]
So please make sure your chat box is set to send your questions to all panelists. A copy of today's PowerPoint and note-taking guide were sent to you via email. If you haven't received them or need access to them again, a URL has been placed in the chat box. Clicking on that URL will take you to a folder where you can download both of these items. Next up, we will recording today's presentation, and an archive of the presentation will be available on the ELPAC website.

[00:01:35]
It usually takes us about a week or two to get the video captioned and posted, and we will send out an email to everyone who's registered once that's posted. And lastly, if you experience any difficulties during today's meeting with the webinar, you may contact Webex customer service at 866-229-3239, and I will place that phone number in the chat box as well, in case you need access at a later time.

[00:02:02]
I'm also putting the note-taking guide and PowerPoint URL in the chat box one more time. With that, we have a few acronyms we want to cover before we get started. CDE, as I'm sure we all know, stands for the California Department of Education, ELPAC stands for the English Language Proficiency Assessments for California, and CALPADS stands for the California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System.

[00:02:33]
And now I'm gonna introduce to you our two talented and very knowledgeable presenters from the CDE. From the Education Data Management Division, we have brown--I'm sorry--Brandi Jauregui. She is an information technology specialist. And from the Assessment Development and Administration Division, we have Traci Albee. She is the administrator of the English Language Proficiency and Spanish Assessments Office.

[00:03:02]
And with that, I'm gonna pass it over to Traci.

ALBEE: Thank you, Nikki. So we will be going over the computer-based initial ELPAC timeline. So next slide. So far, there's been 345 people from 354 LEAs that have completed the certification course in the Moodle training site this year.

[00:03:36]
This new virtual training has replaced the in-person training due to the COVID-19 circumstances this year, with all the school closures. Next slide. So far, there have been over 200,000 locked scores in the Local Scoring Tool this year, for 2019-'20, initial ELPAC test takers.

[00:04:05]
I want to remind districts to continue to enter scores into the Local Scoring Tool if they have in-person testing for their students through the end of June. If LEAs do not enter them into the Local Scoring Tool by the end of June, June 26th, LEAs will have to retest students in the new grade level they are enrolled in in 2020-2021.

[00:04:36]
Next slide. As you know, annually, the CDE, in collaboration with our testing contractor, we roll over our Test Operations Management System at the end of June, beginning of July. For this year, we are rolling it over from June 27th through the 30th.

[00:05:01]
This rollover will enable the 2020-2021 initial ELPAC to be available for administration. Note that the rollover for CAASPP will occur in August. Next slide. A reminder that July 1st the initial ELPAC administration window opens. Districts may begin testing if they have students physically in person.

[00:05:34]
If they do not have students in person, then they will need to wait to administer that test when they physically return to school. Next slide. There will be two phases to this year's initial ELPAC administration.

[00:06:00]
At the beginning of July through August 19th, LEAs will continue to administer the paper-pencil initial ELPAC with the unused materials from 2019-2020 or supplemental materials that are necessary to administer to their students during this period. The reason for this carry-over of the paper-pencil initial ELPAC administration is to prepare for the optional fall administration of the summative ELPAC which is currently awaiting approval from the Governor and the federal government.

[00:06:34]
LEAs will be able to preliminarily score student tests during this phase and determine English language development services for students but will not be able to produce official student score reports or results until the student responses and scores are entered into the data entry interface, beginning August 20, 2020.

[00:07:00]
Next slide. The next phase of testing will be the computer-based initial ELPAC, which will begin on August 20, 2020. From this point forward, all students will use the student online test delivery system, barring requests for emergency paper-pencil testing. Please note, though, that K2 students will continue to be administered the paper-pencil test for the writing domain, but once completed, test examiners will enter those scores into the data entry interface.

[00:07:39]
Now I will hand it over to Brandi.

JAUREGUI: Hi, everybody. This is Brandi Jauregui from the California Department of Education. So we're gonna talk about the initial ELPAC administration options. As Traci mentioned, there are two different options, the paper-pencil administration and the computer-based administration.

[00:08:06]
There are different timelines for those, but prior to testing, LEAs need to make sure that they coordinate to ensure that all students that are required to be tested are enrolled in the student information system, and you have obtained SSIDs for those students in CALPADS. You've submitted those data to CALPADS. So that is the very first step, is making sure that you obtain SSIDs and enroll those students in CALPADS.

[00:08:34]
Next slide, please. So for LEAs that use the paper-pencil initial ELPAC, essentially your steps are first to administer the paper-pencil initial ELPAC. You will be required to submit a list of statewide student identifiers to ETS before August 20, 2020.

[00:09:00]
And that list is a list that is generated once you have those SSIDs through CALPADS. Next, you would enter scores into the data entry assistant. So let me be really clear about this though. If you are going to administer the paper-pencil initial, you would actually not enter in anything into the data entry assistant until August 20th, when the computer-based ELPAC goes live. Next slide, please.

[00:09:30]
ANTONOVICH: Brandi, before we jump to the next slide, I just want to send out a reminder. When you're sending your questions into the chat, please make sure they're sent to all panelists. If you're only sending them to the host, the right people will not see them, and they will not be answered, so please send your questions into all panelists. Thank you.

JAUREGUI: Great. I also did want to point out on the prior slide that the speaking and writing scores do need to be entered at that time, but again, they cannot be entered into the data entry assistant or the THSS until August 20th.

[00:10:07]
Next slide. If you're choosing to administer the computer-based ELPAC, obviously you can--once data are sent over to CALPADS, you can administer the computer-based initial ELPAC to the student. Then you would enter the speaking scores into the data entry assistant. You would enter grades 3 through 12 writing scores into the Teacher Hand Scoring System and then enter grades K through two writing scores into the data entry assistant.

[00:10:37]
Next slide, please. Student Score Reports, or SSRs, will be accessed through TOMS. So once again, once all of those scores, including those that need to be entered into the data entry assistant and the Teacher Hand Scoring System--once all those scores have been uploaded, then those scores are accessible through TOMS within about a 24-hour period.

[00:11:05]
All right, so let's talk about the data and CALPADS so the data we require from your student information systems in order to even start administering the initial ELPAC. Next slide. So there are three essential pieces of data that are needed to take the initial ELPAC. The first and most important is the Student Enrollment Record.

[00:11:32]
You must submit Student Enrollment Record to CALPADS. That enrollment record must reflect a primary or short-term enrollment status. That is really important. Oftentimes students don't show up in the module because LEAs are using a secondary enrollment status, and they will not be able to test if they don't have a primary or short-term enrollment status.

[00:12:00]
The other really important consideration is that if you are testing students between July 1st and August 19th, before the computer-based ELPAC is available, oftentimes you have not started school yet, so that enrollment record needs to reflect a start date of when the student is expected to come to school, so generally it's the first day of school. Okay. Then secondly, you need a Student English Language Acquisition Status record, otherwise known as a SELA record.

[00:12:31]
The SELA needs to reflect a status of to be determined, or TBD. The date that is associated with that TBD status is actually the current date, the date that you're sending up that particular record, and the obviously in order to be tested with the initial ELPAC, you need a primary language of something other than English, so make sure that it's TBD with the current date that you're sending up the record, as well as a primary language other than English.

[00:13:00]
And then the final component is the student information. Okay, this is the student demographic information that we send over to TOMS, so it's really important that you get that student profile uploaded at the same time. The student information file is, in CALPADS, known as the SINF, S-I-N-F record. Next slide. Okay, so for students who get tested between July 1 and August 19th, once you get those CALPADS data in--because, again, that's the first step.

[00:13:33]
So after these data have been entered, you're gonna go ahead and test the student with the paper-pencil ELPAC. Then you will preliminarily score the initial ELPAC to determine the appropriate placement for English learner services, and then once the computer-based ELPAC becomes available, you would enter those scores into the data entry assistant and of course the speaking and writing components also into the hand scoring system on August 20th.

[00:14:08]
Okay, so you do have the ability, again, to paper-pencil test them and create a preliminary score, then enter those results as of August 20th. The other thing I should mention is that in CALPADS, it's really important to understand that you can only submit up enrollment records and SELA records that do not have a start date alignment.

[00:14:35]
So for example, I can send up an enrollment start date for the future, but my English Language Acquisition Status will actually start before that. The only time that you can do that in CALPADS is between July [inaudible] test after that, the English Language Acquisition Status start date, it's gonna be required that that start date falls within your enrollment period, okay, so anytime after September 1st.

[00:15:04]
Next slide, please.

ANTONOVICH: Brandi, you cut out there for a sec. Do you mind repeating those last few bullet points, please?

JAUREGUI: The last few bullet points or what I--the last--do you want me to just repeat what I said on this entire slide?

ANTONOVICH: [inaudible] again. Yes, please. Thank you.

JAUREGUI: Okay, okay. So for CALPADS enrollments and when you're testing students during the summer, meaning when they're--when school hasn't started yet--

[00:15:32]
The only time that we actually allow you to future date your enrollments and have their English Language Acquisition Status be a date prior to their enrollment start date is between July 1 and September 1st, okay. If you're submitting up enrollments and English Language Acquisition Statuses after September 1st, the system does not allow you to submit an English Language Acquisition Status start date that is prior to the enrollment start date, okay.

[00:16:03]
They have to actually fall within the same period. Your English Language Acquisition Status start date has to be on or after the enrollment status start date. Okay, next slide, please. All right, so for students that are tested on August 20th and after, after these data have been entered--so after you've entered all of your CALPADS data, you're gonna go ahead and test the student.

[00:16:30]
Then you're going to enter the speaking and writing scores into the data entry assistant and the Teacher Hand Scoring System. Once that happens, there will be an official score that is generated by TOMS. That official score, meaning their initial English Language Acquisition Status of either EL or IFEP will be automatically sent to CALPADS overnight, okay.

[00:17:00]
We will send a file. The English Language Acquisition Status file is sent from CALPADS to TOMS automatically, and again, that process will happen nightly after testing. And just to be clear, THSS is the Teacher Hand Scoring System. Next slide, please. So what do you do once these data have been imported into CALPADS? So this is about downloading the initial English Language Acquisition Status into your student information system.

[00:17:33]
So once we've pushed--or TOMS has pushed the data into CALPADS, LEAs can download either the SSID Enrollment Extract within CALPADS or the Student English Language Acquisition Status Extract in order to determine a student's English Language Acquisition Status, okay. So there is no longer the practice of LEAs actually having to download the scores directly from TOMS, put it in the student information system and send it up to CALPADS.

[00:18:05]
Now TOMS will be providing those scores directly into CALPADS, and the LEA need only log in and download one of the following extracts, the SSID Enrollment Extract or the SELA Extract, and that will give you the student's initial English Language Acquisition Status to put in your student information system. Next slide, please.

[00:18:30]
So we wanted to give you an idea on this slide about the flow, the English Language Acquisition Status data flow, okay. So starting from left to right, first of all, the first record that you need to send up to CALPADS, the student information system sends up a TBD record to CALPADS. That's the Student English Language Acquisition Status record. Then, CALPADS, through a nightly process, forwards that TBD to TOMS, which makes the student eligible to take the initial ELPAC.

[00:19:03]
Then, once the student has been tested, either through the paper-pencil testing or through the computer-based testing, and the scores have been entered, TOMS will then send the initial English Language Acquisition Status back to CALPADS, and that's, again, a status of either EL or IFEP. Once again, the LEA must download that initial English Language Acquisition Status using one of those extracts and import it into the student information system.

[00:19:35]
Okay. Simultaneously, one day later, CALPADS will then send that same initial English Language Acquisition Status back to TOMS for use in other assessments, okay. It's used to determine whether or not the student is eligible to take the summative ELPAC. It's also used to determine the student's English Language Acquisition Status for purposes of the Smarter Balanced assessments.

[00:20:02]
Now, there are instances in which a student's English Language Acquisition Status can be corrected, so these are statutory corrections, and they're local corrections that are made by local educational agencies, and LEAs do have the ability to submit these corrections to CALPADS as long as the correction is made prior to the administration of the summative in that same academic year, okay.

[00:20:30]
So in that case, if an LEA did need to initiate a correction, they would submit that record from CALPADS--or excuse me, from the student information system up to CALPADS with the corrected English Language Acquisition Status and the reason the status is being corrected, and then CALPADS would then forward on the corrected English Language Acquisition Status to TOMS, which, again, informs whether or not the student is eligible to take the summative, as well as whether or not the student is an English learner for the purposes of the Smarter Balanced assessments.

[00:21:04]
Next slide. Really super important, with respect to the initial English Language Acquisition Status or the initial ELAS, the initial ELAS and the ELAS start date will be automatically loaded into CALPADS, and it cannot be deleted or modified. So what that means, folks, for those of you that are used to working in CALPADS, is, you see a Student English Language Acquisition Status record, and as long as your LEA is associated with that record, you could typically delete it or modify it in any way.

[00:21:39]
In this case, this initial English Language Acquisition Status record is being generated by the TOMS system, and even though the district where the student tested is going to be reflected on that record, that district or any district in the state cannot modify that initial English Language Acquisition Status record.

[00:22:02]
It cannot be modified or deleted by an LEA. Next slide, please. So we wanted to walk you through a couple of scenarios, okay, to kind of work through exactly what these records might actually look like in CALPADS. So this is scenario one, and just so you know, the English Language Acquisition Status records that are reflected here are in descending order by the English Language Acquisition Status start date.

[00:22:35]
So we're going to start at the bottom of the slide. So the first record is the record that the LEA submits to enable the student to test with the initial ELPAC, so in this case, ABC Unified submits a to be determined record on August 18, 2020. The effective start date is the same as the English Language Acquisition Status start date, and actually that's an automatically populated date based on the English Language Acquisition Status start date.

[00:23:02]
The primary language is in Spanish. So that record would come up first to CALPADS, it would be sent to TOMS, and the student would take the initial ELPAC, okay. The second record is what TOMS sends to CALPADS. So in this case, this is the system-generated record. You will notice that ABC Unified is still the district listed there because that's the district that tested the student. However, it is not editable by ABC Unified or any other district, okay, because it was a system-generated record.

[00:23:33]
The English Language Acquisition Status was determined based on the scores inputted. It was determined to be English learner with a status start date of 8/20/2020, and I should tell you that that date is automatically generated based on the test completion date, okay. The effective start date would be the same, 8/20/2020, and the primary language here would be Spanish.

[00:24:01]
The subsequent record reflects when an LEA actually submits a correction, okay. So in this case, this is a correction that was requested by the parent because there was an error made on the home language survey. So ABC Unified would submit a record from their student information system to CALPADS reflecting the new status, the corrected status of English only. In this case, the start date for that status would be September 30, 2020, with an effective start date of September 30, 2020.

[00:24:36]
And if you'll notice, the primary language has changed, okay. So you can only have a primary language of English associated with any student who has a status of English only. In addition, you must also provide a correction reason code. So at this time, those correction reasons and those corrected statuses can only be submitted through the CALPADS user interface, okay.

[00:25:04]
They cannot be submitted in a batch file to CALPADS. You actually have to log in to CALPADS, find the specific student, and submit the record through the user interface manually. Next slide, please. This is scenario two. Again, the records are in descending order. So the very first record that the LEA submits to enable the student to test at the very bottom is the to be determined record.

[00:25:34]
So ABC Unified submits the to be determined record on August 18, 2020. Effective start date is the same, August 18, 2020, with a primary language of Spanish. The student tests, and then TOMS sends back to CALPADS that system-generated record, that is not editable, of English learner. The English Language Acquisition Status start date reflects the test completion date of 8/20/2020, with an effective start date of 8/20/2020, primary language of Spanish.

[00:26:06]
In this case, an LEA is submitting an additional correction, but it was because of what's called the rotating score validation process. So it's generally when ETS reviews the scores and may find an error that may change the student's English Language Acquisition Status. So apparently, the scores that may have been entered were incorrect, and the LEA has the option to correct the student's status.

[00:26:37]
In this case, it changed their status to IFEP, initial fluent English proficient. So that correction, that corrected record from ABC Unified, would be submitted with a status of IFEP, the start date of November 30, 2020, with an effective start date of November 30, 2020. Primary language would be Spanish. So I just wanted to clarify something here.

[00:27:00]
If the student is in initial fluent English proficient, why is the primary language still Spanish? The reason it's still Spanish is because Spanish was the language that was used to determine whether or not the student needed to take the initial ELPAC, and so therefore, even IFEP students will always have a primary language other than English. And then finally, the ELAS correction code--correction reason code would be two, the rotating score validation process.

[00:27:30]
Okay, summative ELPAC eligibility. So in order to be eligible to take the summative, students must have an English Language Acquisition Status of English learner in CALPADS. Whether that is due to their initial ELPAC system-generated initial English Language Acquisition Status or if it is a subsequent corrected status--a correction that is submitted by the LEA after that.

[00:28:00]
Next slide, please. Okay, so the next section has to do with accessibility resources, and this becomes particularly important, folks. The '20-'21 year is a year for you to coordinate and prepare. There are some big changes that are coming to CALPADS, and accessibility resources for all testing, including the initial summative ELPAC and all of the Smarter Balanced assessments in the '21-'22 academic year.

[00:28:36]
So the students requiring accessibility resources are the following four groups of students. First of all, students with disabilities, and specifically we're talking about students on Individualized Education Programs, or IEPs. Students with Section 504 accommodation plans are also included, as well as English learners and general education students.

[00:29:01]
Okay, so test setting are provided for those four different groups of students. Next slide. So in the 2021-2022 academic year, the CDE is planning to collect all accessibility resources in CALPADS, which will then be funneled directly to TOMS, okay. So right now LEAs are getting their accessibility resources, exporting them from their associated systems, and they're manually uploading them into TOMS.

[00:29:36]
In the '21-'22 school year, that is gonna change. Those accessibility resources will all funnel through CALPADS into TOMS, okay, so they will move from your student information system and your special education data system directly into CALPADS, and then CALPADS will send those to TOMS in a nightly process.

[00:30:00]
So to prepare, LEAs must do the following things. Number one, you have to do a comprehensive identification of where those test settings are currently stored, you have to develop a process for the input of those test settings and a maintenance of those test settings, and then finally you need to have a coordinated timeline of the due dates for when those accessibility resources need to be in the systems.

[00:30:31]
And the CDE is recommending that all accessibility resources for students should be in CALPADS and in TOMS at least two weeks prior to testing, so I cannot stress enough how important it is for LEAs in this year, so the '20-'21 academic year, to get these processes, identify the individuals that are responsible for certain components of that process, and develop those timelines in this '20-'21 school year, so that when '21-'22 comes around, you will be ready to go.

[00:31:08]
Next slide. So where they are currently tracked. Where are these accessibility resources currently tracked? So based on our conversations with LEAs all over the state, this is what we found, okay. So generally, in your student information system, or your SIS, you collect information on students, test settings, accommodations, and designated supports for students that are on 504 accommodation plans.

[00:31:38]
Sometimes the student information system also stores designated supports for general education students and also English learners. Now, the special education data system--the special education data system generally contains the accessibility resources that are identified in a student's Individualized Education Program, or their IEPs.

[00:32:03]
By special education data system--many of you are familiar with the terms SACE*, Cyrus*, Welligent, WebIEP, Fawcett Systems*, Seize*. Those are our special education system vendors, and those systems are primarily responsible for tracking the accessibility resources for students with disabilities, and then sometimes these accessibility resources are also tracked in other systems.

[00:32:31]
And when I say system, I mean something as simple as an Excel database or Excel spreadsheet or Microsoft Access or Firefox database. So those resources for English learners or general education students are sometimes stored externally, external of the special education data system or the student information system. So what you see here is a representation that you may have accessibility resources, sometimes for the same students, tracked in multiple systems, which needs to be--

[00:33:03]
That actually needs to stop happening before the '21-'22 academic year, because it will be important that we have one comprehensive set of accessibility resources for a student in CALPADS. Next slide. So where they need to be tracked in '20-'21. Okay, so where should these accessibility resources be?

[00:33:31]
So the department is making some recommendations as to which system should be responsible for tracking which type of resources for a specific group of students. So in your student information systems, that is generally where you see students on 504 accommodation plans, so we still want student information system to track any accessibility resources needed for students on 504s, also general education students.

[00:34:01]
And the reason we point this out, folks, is because we know many of you don't actually track accessibility resources for your general education population in your student information system. You're actually manually inputting them into TOMS. That's also really important to stress here, folks. You will not be able to log into TOMS and change accessibility resources starting '21-'22. It will have to funnel through CALPADS to TOMS.

[00:34:31]
You cannot change accessibility resources in TOMS. And then the final group is English learners, okay, and when I say English learners, what I mean here is English learners that are not students with disabilities, okay. If you have an English learner that is a student with disabilities, as you can see in the next column, the special education data system is responsible for capturing data for students with disabilities. Some of those students with disabilities are also English learners.

[00:35:02]
And so those two teams, your EL coordinators as well as your IEP teams, need to work together to make sure that all of the accessibility resources for that student with disabilities is tracked in the special education data system, so you don't get any discrepant test settings because the student is an English learner and a student with disabilities. All of them are tracked in one place. Now, we also know that there are students with disabilities that sometimes also are concurrently are on Section 504 accommodation plans.

[00:35:36]
Okay, so a student with autism, for example, has--and that is their primary disability, and then they break their leg. Okay, so the student has to be put on a 504 accommodation plan because their leg is broken. So the intent is that those two systems need to track the accessibility resources that are necessary. For the primary disability, it would be tracked in the special education data system.

[00:36:02]
The student information system should only track those accessibility resources necessary for that specific, temporary disability that do not overlap with those that are already in the student's IEP in the special education data system. So the point of this slide is to say you got your work cut out for you for the '20-'21 academic year, okay. There's a lot of preparation that needs to occur before that point. 

[00:36:30]
Next slide, please. Oh, good. Perfect timing.

ANTONOVICH: All right. So there was a lot of information covered. I see a lot of really great questions are coming in through the chat. Please keep them coming, but at this point, our expert panelists are gonna start answering your questions that you've already submitted throughout the webinar, and we're gonna start with Traci.

ALBEE: Sorry. I'm just making sure I'm unmuted. Is that--can you hear me?

ANTONOVICH: We can hear you, Trace.

ALBEE: Okay.

[00:37:00]
I'm gonna--I pulled out the questions as they were coming, and I do apologize if I've missed some, but I tried to group them together the best that I can. So the first one was in regards to the Moodle training, and is this for LEA-CALPADS people or just the ELPAC coordinators? And the answer is, the initial ELPAC training is specifically for LEA-ELPAC coordinators or their designated trainers.

[00:37:30]
And we are recommending that all districts complete their certification by August 1st or sooner if their districts are back in session before that date. So there's a question about the 30 days of enrollment. So districts know that this year SB 117 allowed districts an additional 45 days to complete the initial ELPAC testing.

[00:38:00]
We have been in discussions with the Governor as well as the legislature and such in regards to trying to implement another 45-day extension for the beginning of the '20-'21 year. We still do not have this go-ahead, but we are looking into that. I do need to say, in regards to the COVID fact sheet that was presented at the BCN, more information about what to do in the interim if you are doing distance learning will come out in the next week.

[00:38:40]
Please watch for that from the English Learner Support Division. More information will follow on that, so as I said, we are, you know, endeavoring to get that 30 days extended, but at this point in time, it is still at this point. I can tell you, if your students do--

[00:39:00]
Or parents complete the home language survey that identify a student as having a language other than English, the best bet if you're doing distance learning is to ensure that the student is receiving EL services until that student can come in and take the initial ELPAC in person. This way, you're covered to meet the federal requirements, as well as we will ensure that the student is appropriately assessed when they do come in in person.

[00:39:31]
There was a quick question about test settings in TOMS for the fall administration. Yes, all of the test settings for the summative will roll over to the fall. Students who are taking--who did not get tested this year--the initial 2019-'20, they will have to reenter test settings in '20-'21.

[00:40:00]
Okay. There's a variety of questions about social distance guidelines for testing. The CDE is working on that, and we hope to have that guidance out in the next month to districts to provide support for in-person testing coming this summer and fall and throughout the year. A question about how do we submit the State Student Identifiers. What is the process?

[00:40:30]
We are still working out those particulars, and again, we will endeavor to get that information out to you as soon as possible, but we're endeavoring to get it by July 1st. There is questions about having to request the State Student Identifiers if your students are taking the paper-pencil test. Those things can be done concurrently--paper-pencil administration--while you are requesting your State Student Identifiers.

[00:41:01]
But once the online system comes on board on August 20th, you will be required to have an SSID prior to beginning any testing, so although you have a little bit of reprieve this summer in the first six weeks, you still need to have those. What else? Question. Computer testing once the student is in TOMS. Does it take 24 to 48 hours to get into the PDS?

[00:41:32]
The answer is no. Usually, the day that it shows up in TOMS, they will be available to be in the PDS, so you should be able to move forward with testing. There were a few questions about the optional fall administration. How likely is it at this moment? It's all about the budget being approved, and so until the Governor's budget is signed--

[00:42:00]
Everybody is so far in agreement with it, but we are in very unprecedented circumstances around budgets and everything, so we are crossing our fingers. It is the right thing to do for districts and schools and especially students to ensure that those students who need services to continue or those who don't do have the opportunity to take this test and exit. So everything looks good, but until the budget is signed, we cannot say that we're moving forward.

[00:42:33]
Just a reminder that summative test booklets--they were asking about the K2 answer booklets for 2019-'20. Please send those in ASAP. We're requesting those from LEAs to be turned in by next Friday. If you have any questions, go to your TAM to look up the information on how to request your return labels and so forth.

[00:43:00]
Oh. If a student is identified to take the paper-pencil test but they don't, you would just need to send a note to CalTAC to remove them from the DEI, and then you could go forward and test them on the computer-based initial ELPAC. Again, more information about distance learning and what will happen until districts are back in person.

[00:43:32]
We look to have more guidance coming out from the English Learner Support Division on that. Will the Student Score Reports be made available in the SIS system, so that they can be accessed via the parent portal like the CAASPP test? Yes. All of the initial Student Score Reports, once they begin to be generated after August 20th, will be made available once the vendors' credentials are entered.

[00:44:05]
Then they will be loaded into what I call the cloud and will be available for download into the parent portals. There was questions about the letters to the parents. Will these still be available? Yes. The letters will be available, and we are working on producing translations for the other languages that we'll be adding for the initial this year.

[00:44:32]
We're adding Traditional Chinese, Vietnamese, and Tagalog, Filipino, those ones. So we're working on trying to get letters translated as well, and those will be posted on the English Learner Support Division website, where they currently are. They will no longer be available in TOMS. There was a question.

[00:45:00]
I'm gonna hand over a few of these to Brandi in a second, but there was one question about the home language survey. They want to know--the questions that are available tend to confuse our parents. Are we committed to tweak the language on them, so that they make them more clear? And the answer is no, but for more questions about the home language survey, please reach out to the English Learner Support Division.

[00:45:30]
Again, the directions, it talks about--what about the question using the fourth question on the trigger for the initial ELPAC? And the answer is, the fourth question is always at the LEAs discretion but it does not identify a student's primary language as Spanish or English, so you may decide to assess them or not. That's at the LEAs discretion.

[00:46:00]
Wow, there's a question about--if we start on August 10th and we choose to wait until August 20th to administer the online version, how will that 30-day testing and parent notification timeline-- You still will only have 30 days in total, so you will have reduced your timeline to 20 days, unless we get the 45-day extension, and we are working really hard to get that implemented. We just don't have that available at this point in time to say yes or no, but we have been in discussions to get that extended.

[00:46:33]
There's a question about the RCP. What is the process for RCP? Please email the elpac@cde.ca.gov email address at the end, and we will provide more information about that. And then there's a question, and I was gonna hand this question over to Brandi. It's the question where a student's test date is before their enrollment date.

[00:47:02]
Can you explain that?

JAUREGUI: Yeah, there's lots of these questions. Yeah, okay.

ALBEE: So I'm gonna hand it over to you, Brandi.

JAUREGUI: Sure. Okay, so starting with when is it appropriate that an English Language Acquisition Status start date actually is prior to a student's enrollment start date in terms of the data you're sending up to CALPADS. So there is a need oftentimes, and once, you know, the initial ELPAC goes online--

[00:47:32]
This year we have a little bit of a delay between July 1 and June 30th, but for the following year, it's gonna be really important, once you start testing kids, that you send those enrollment records up, okay, and oftentimes you're doing this testing prior to when school starts, and this is mostly, like, kindergarten students, your incoming kindergarteners. You want to be able to go ahead and test them with the initial ELPAC, so that when they do actually show up in school, you know exactly what program they need to be put in, okay.

[00:48:00]
Generally, the pool of students that you're doing early summer testing for. So there is a window of time, and that's between July 1 and September 1st in CALPADS, where you can submit up a TBD record with a status start date that is prior to their enrollment start date, okay. So the first thing you need to do is get their enrollment start date up there, but you want to reflect the date that they're actually expected to come, so let's just say a particular student is expected to start school on August 31st.

[00:48:34]
Okay, so the enrollment record would be--their start date for the enrollment record would be August 31st, and then the TBD record that you send up needs to reflect the date that either you're determining that you need to send that record up for them to be tested. It could be that date or the current date. You know, so if you were doing testing on, let's say, July 15th, a TBD record would generally come up before that testing date, so you send up a TBD record with a status start date of July 1st. 

[00:49:07]
Well, in that case, that status start date is actually before they start school, and that's allowable in CALPADS up until September 1st, okay. Then, once the student is tested, then their status start date is the date that testing is completed, okay, and so once the initial ELPAC goes online, that status start date can be put into CALPADS with a date that's before their enrollment start date as long as it's sent up before September 1st.

[00:49:39]
Okay. If you try to submit up an enrollment record for a student and an English Language Acquisition Status for a student after September 1st, then the English Language Acquisition Status start date must always be equal to or greater than their enrollment start date. So we're really only talking about kids that you test during the summer prior to entering school.

[00:50:00]
Okay, so I hope that answered a lot of those questions, and, you know, and I apologize, because I was presenting, so I didn't actually have a chance to review all these questions. Should the SINF record, the Student Information Record, have the mailing address or the residential address?

[00:50:30]
We are recommending the mailing address. It should be put on the Student Information file in CALPADS. You're not getting districts too much time to process no-shows. What if two schools send up SENR records for the same students? You're right. This is gonna be an issue, and CALPADS administrators--Wendy--hello, Wendy. Are you causing trouble again, Wendy?

[00:51:00]
So that process--the reason it's gonna be really important to get those enrollment records in early now is because the initial ELPAC is going online, okay, so you have a little bit of a window this year where you can do paper-pencil testing, but next year it's going solely online, and so if they're testing during the summer, you're gonna have to submit those enrollment records, okay, and so you will in some cases--these students, at the place that they're tested and that that English Language Acquisition Status the district that the ELAS is associated with, the student will not actually end up showing up there.

[00:51:39]
And so you will need to no-show those enrollments or delete, in some cases, the enrollments from CALPADS, okay. So yeah, it does put a little crunch on that process, but unfortunately that's--the world is changing, folks. Let's see.

[00:52:00]
So I did see a question also about, you know, this seems like a lot of data entry to do for a computer-based assessment, so why aren't we just--why don't you allow LEAs to test the student and then upload the scores from the SIS into CALPADS? And Traci can probably speak to this as well, but it's about timeliness, folks. The fact that we will get an initial English Language Acquisition Status in CALPADS within one to two days after the student tests will, number one, save you guys a lot of time, but it will also give the department the most accurate information in a timely manner.

[00:52:41]
Traci, did you want to say anything about that?

ALBEE: Yeah, I just--I understand where they're coming from. It's a little bit about they're doing all the paper-pencil testing and then having to enter it into the computer-based system. We have to have a record of every test that is administered during the year, and therefore we require to have a single system, and therefore I understand, you know, having to enter it in.

[00:53:06]
But once that's entered in, it does happen within 24 hours of once it's completed. I do need to--one of the questions from somebody was, is there going to be a cutoff date in regards for entering the scores into the DEI? We are looking at from August 20 through the end of September so giving districts, you know, six weeks to enter those summer paper-pencil tests.

[00:53:38]
But if we have requests to extend it, we probably will, but we don't want to go any further. You know, we're trying not to, because those official scores should be getting to parents ASAP. So as long as districts are ensuring they're giving their parents preliminary results in the summer, it's not as much of a concern, but for those districts, you know, you're still required to notify parents within the 30 days.

[00:54:04]
So that is really our, you know, focus, and so hopefully with the 45-day extension, that will enable everybody to get all of their stuff done in a timely manner. So thank you.

JAUREGUI: And so we do have a question about a specific scenario. So what will happen if a student enrolls on September 10th, but they were tested on September 8th?

[00:54:32]
So in this case, the to be determined record will have to be September 10th because, again, it's after that September 1st threshold, so it has to be equal to or greater than the enrollment start date, but then when that EL or IFEP record comes from TOMS, it's actually gonna have the test completion date of the 8th, so the system-generated records, folks, are not gonna be--

[00:55:00]
They're not gonna be put through that same set of validation as records that you guys send up are, okay. So the answer is yes, that will be allowed. Let's see. Can TOMS overwrite an RFEP record in CALPADS with an EL or IFEP record? That's a great question. So just know that if an LEA, for whatever reason--and we know it will happen--submits a TBD record.

[00:55:31]
The student gets tested, but in the interim, the LEA--between that time that TOMS is supposed to send back that initial status, if you try to submit up an RFEP status for that student, if in fact it's the very first status--and when I say status, I mean something other than to be determined, okay. If you try to submit up an RFEP status, the system won't allow you to do it, okay.

[00:56:00]
A student's very first status in CALPADS cannot be reclassified fluent English proficient. Okay, so in that case, it would never overwrite. But just understand that there are some instances where you could submit a TBD record, the student gets tested, and then the LEA, for whatever reason, within a day or so, submits up an English only record. Okay, so if they submit up an English only record and then TOMS is trying to send us an EL or IFEP record, guess what. We won't accept that EL or IFEP record, and TOMS is gonna notify you guys that there is a problem.

[00:56:36]
They can't get that EL or IFEP record. So there will be a method to sort of validate those. So there's no longer a 48-hour turnover from CALPADS to TOMS. It's moving to nightly. Right now there is supposed to still be that 48-hour delay generally, 'cause there's some validation processes that take place after TOMS receives the file from CALPADS.

[00:57:04]
ANTONOVICH: Brandi.

JAUREGUI: Sure.

ANTONOVICH: I'm just doing a quick time check. We have just a couple minutes left to us, so if you want to pick one or two last questions, we can wrap it up, and then we can talk about next steps for getting people's questions answered.

JAUREGUI: Let's see. I'm sorry I didn't get through all of these, but we can certainly try and answer some of these in the Q&A.

[00:57:30]
Okay, so Rebecca is asking, "Can you explain the difference between the English Language Acquisition Status start date and the effective start date on slides 24 and 25," which are the scenario slides. So, Rebecca, essentially for any newly-identified students, there is no difference. What you should know about the effective date is, that's the date that CALPADS uses to determine the most recent record. So for any records over the last few years that have been newly entered, those dates will be exactly the same.

[00:58:01]
The system uses the effective start date to determine chronology of those records and what's most recent. And then let's see. I'll do one more, and this is from Anne. What happens if the English Language Acquisition Status start date is after census day, but the student was enrolled on census day? Won't we get an error for fall one saying that the student is missing a Student English Language Acquisition Status record?

[00:58:32]
So generally, the expectation is that the student is tested within 30 days of enrollment. You know, CALPADS doesn't necessarily police this, so what it may mean, Anne, is that you'd have a TBD record, and if that TBD record has exceeded 30 days, so from the date the English Language Acquisition Status start date of the to be determined record to census day, there's--like, it's over 30 days, then you will get an error.

[00:59:08]
So we are gonna have to sort of address that, and I'm not sure I have a really good solution for you right now. Okay, take it away, Nikki.

ANTONOVICH: Thank you. So in your note-taking guide are links to email addresses to send CDE your further questions.

[00:59:34]
But before everyone goes off sending a million emails with the remaining questions, please know we will look through the list. We will see what we were unable to answer during this time, and we will try to find a way to get mass information out to everyone, so CDE isn't answering 1,000 emails with the same questions over and over again, so give us a chance to put our heads together and see how we can get you some of this information globally before you start filling up CDE email inboxes, but the links to those email addresses are in the note-taking guide.

[01:00:03]
This is a quick plug. The CDE Assessment Division is on Twitter. Give them a follow. They tweet lots of great information and links to resources. And with that, that brings us to the end of our training. We hope the information we shared was helpful and timely. As always, we want to remind you that you are not alone in this work. You can reach out through networks of coordinators and similar roles throughout the state, and you always have staff at CDE ready and available to answer your questions.

[01:00:32]
With that, thank you for joining us, and please reach out if you have any additional questions.
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