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Diverse Learning Opportunities

Students are 
educated in ways 
that reflect diverse 
learning styles, 
individual strengths, 
interests,
and differentiated 
needs.

Wade Thomas 
envisions a 
program that 
cultivates 
compassionate, 
inquisitive, 
reflective learners 
with the skills 
needed to live 
and work in the 
21st Century

1. Self-Discovery
2. Having Wonderful Ideas
3. Responsibility for 

Learning
4. Empathy and Caring
5. Success and Failure
6. Collaboration and 

Competition
7. Diversity and Inclusion
8. The Natural World
9. Solitude and Reflection
10. Service and Compassion
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RVC is Financially Unsustainable
• DEBT = $835,000 - $1,000,000
• Large (2.0-3.0) Debt Ratio

As Detailed in Our Materials…
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Substantial Fiscal Deficiencies

Section 47607(e) “… may deny 
renewal of a charter … due to 
substantial fiscal or governance 
factors,”
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Substantial Fiscal Deficiencies
• RVC debt $835,000 - $1,000,000+

$ CDE Revolving Loan (+60K)
$ Private Loans (+100K)
$ PPP Loan (270K)

• Staggering Est. Debt ratio 2.0 - 3.0

$ Facility Construction Loan (355K)
$ Revenue Anticipation (480K x2)
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Obfuscated Fiscal Information
• Unverified Financial Projections: Documentary 

Record does not Include Current Balance Sheets, 
Current Bank Statements, Loan Statements, or PPP 
Forgiveness Confirmation etc.

• Contradictory, Materially Different Reports 
Submitted to RVSD and CDE: Charter Application vs 
Revised Budget & Cash Flow for Appeal
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Financial Expert Findings
• California Charter School Authorizers, Treasurer
• Fiscal Intervention Specialist for FCMAT 2007 - 2015, 2016 - 2018
• School District Chief Business Official (18 years)Deborah Deal

“CDE concludes ‘RVC is fiscally sustainable’ without the application of 
financial metrics to support this claim.” 

“…balance the budget on enrollment and average daily attendance 
not the wishful hope of donations” 

“…projected 222 students ... unattainable”

“Research on charter schools show that closures are primarily due to 
fiscal instability … The unfortunate impact and disruption on students 
and their families when their school closes.”
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RVC Lacks Governance Oversight
As Detailed in Our Materials…

Ross Valley School District Presentation 
for February 2021 ACCS Meeting

accs-feb21item03 
Presentation 
Page 8 of 30



Governance Issues
• Unlawful/Misrepresentations of Efforts to Obtain 

PPP Loan
• Repeated and Ongoing Brown Act Violations
• RVC Board Adopted a False Statement of Facts as its 

Resolution Supporting the PPP Loan
• Conflict of Interest & Improperly Applied for PPP 

Loan
• School Director Falsified Loan Application 
• Key Board Member Resigned During Renewal 

Process
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FCMAT Response
“…concerns about the governance process …are more 
appropriately addressed by one or more of the following 
agencies:

• Marin County District Attorney
• U.S. Small Business Administration, Office of Inspector 

General”

Complaints have been filed with both agencies
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RVC Academic Assessment Data is
Inadequate
Unreliable

Suspect

As Detailed in Our Materials…
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Section 47607.2(b)(3) “In addition to the state and 
local indicators, the chartering authority shall 
consider clear and convincing evidence showing … 
academic improvement data”
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Inadequate, Suspect & Contradictory

• Single Data Point
• Single Source (CAASPP)

• Inexplicable Results

STATE WIDE COMPARABLE DATA

VS
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Insufficient & Inadequate Improvement Data

District Finding: … “a lack of 
complete and adequate 
academic assessment data.”

RVC Response: “RVC could 
not have turned back the 
clock to go back in time and 
implement another verified 
data assessment system.”

2015 Charter pages 113-115

NOT CONDUCTING ASSESSMENTS OR WITHHOLDING ASSESSMENT DATA
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Chronic Absenteeism & Suspensions Is NOT Academic Data 
And is NOT “In Addition to” State/Local Indicators

• CDE relied upon Dashboard for absenteeism and suspension rate as 
“verifiable data” to support recommendation

• This data is not “measurements of academic performance” required by 
Education Code section 47607.2(c)(3)

• Does not support renewal as RVC Chronic Absenteeism is Higher than 
RVSD & California

NOTE: No Disaggregated Subgroup Data Reviewed by CDE
NOTE: CDE did not appear to have removed 8th-12th grade data from any  RVSD and California 
statistics which would have inappropriately inflated comparable statistics

• Both RVSD and CDE Acknowledge Deficiencies in RVC’s Lack of 
Documented Suspension Procedures
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Without Clear And Convincing 
Assessment Data There Is No Academic 

Performance To Approve

Section 47607.2(b)(3) “In addition to the state and 
local indicators, the chartering authority shall 
consider clear and convincing evidence showing … 
academic improvement data”
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Equity Gaps (40%-75%)
EL, Hispanic/Latino, Econ-Disadvantaged

As Detailed in Our Materials…
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Disaggregated Data is critical to ensure 
Equitable OUTCOMES

Section 47607.2(b)(1) “… shall 
consider the schoolwide
performance and performance 
of all subgroups of pupils”
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RVC Underperforms RVSD 80% of the time
CAASPP DATA TABLES FROM CDE RECCOMENDATION TO ACCS Light Green = RVC Underperformance
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Equity Gaps in CDE Report Data
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Equity Gaps & Disparities in EL
Ross Valley School District Presentation 

for February 2021 ACCS Meeting

accs-feb21item03 
Presentation 

Page 21 of 30



RVC Is NOT Supporting Learning Needs
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Diversity is Necessary but not Sufficient
Equitable OUTCOMES Matter

“Yet I’m curious as I didn’t see 
you holding yourself 
accountable for the outcome 
of those practices...”

Patricia Rucker, SBE 
Board Member
RVC 2015 Charter 
Approval Meeting

Equity Statement (2019)
“... combat institutional discrimination and bias 

(both explicit and implicit) and 
eliminate disparities in

educational outcomes
based on socioeconomic status, gender, ...”
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CDE Recommendation Report
“section 47607.2(b)(2) ‘… shall provide greater 
weight to performance measures of academic 
performance …’”

RVSD Recommendation
All Performance Measures - With Special 
Attention to Equitable Outcomes
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CDE Recommendation is
Unsubstantiated

Lacks Factual Analysis
Violates Education Code

As Detailed in Our Materials…
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• State review is limited to the record and may not ignore the District’s 
findings – to do so is an abuse of the State’s discretion

• Presumption of Correctness - CDE has not refuted any of the District 
findings but rather has violated the statutory process by ignoring the 
findings and the supporting evidence 

• CDE’s data analysis does not comport with sections 47605, 47605.9, 
47607, or 47607.2 – there is no presumption of approval for a middle 
performing school that violated the law and its charter 

• CDE’s consideration of materially different documentation including a fully 
revised Budget/Budget Narrative, violates section 47605(k)(2)(B) and 
mandates remand

Serious Procedural Violations on Appeal
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Lacks Analysis of SBE’s Own Financial Metrics and Indicators
Based Upon Documented Validated Information
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Lacks Factual Analysis under 47607.2

• Performance of all subgroups of pupils

• Academic Data In addition to State and 
Local Indicators

• Clear and Convincing Evidence
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Materially Different Documentation Mandates Remand  
violates section 47605(k)(2)(B)
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Equity at the Center

5 Years of Hard Work

“… all students feel a sense of belonging, are 
respected and celebrated for their individual 
differences, and are empowered to thrive socially, 
emotionally, and academically.”

“Ross Valley School District parents, guardians, 
students, staff, and board trustees, in partnership, 
will create policies to disrupt systemic racism … 
engage in anti-racist actions that build a vibrant, 
inclusive learning community.”

• 20% Budget Allocation to EL etc.
Student services, PD, etc.

• 3 Dedicated FTE

Parent/Guardian
Equity Task Force
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